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Introduction: Another 
Day, Another Year, 

Another Life

“For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away.” ~ James 4:14 (KJV)

The Life We Live Without Thinking

The alarm goes oY. cou reakh for your phone, khekA the time, glanke at 
your messages, and perhaps skroll through the latest news. bnother day 
has Begun.

cou get out of Bed, wash up, have BreaAfast, and prepare for whatever 
awaits you. There is worA to do, money to earn, Bills to pay, and people 
who need your attention. jy the time evening arrives, you are tired. cou 
have dinner, watkh something on television, spend a little more time on 
your phone, and eventually go to Bed.
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Tomorrow, you will proBaBly do something similar.

There  is  nothing partikularly  wrong with this  life.  cou may have a 
loving family, good friends, a komfortaBle home, and worA that gives you 
satisfaktion. cou may enqoy your weeAends, looA forward to holidays, and 
apprekiate the little pleasures that maAe life worthwhile.

cet every so often, perhaps during a xuiet evening or on your way home 
from worA, an une'pekted xuestion enters your mind.

Is this all there is to life?

cou may dismiss the thought and return to whatever you were doing. bfter 
all, tomorrowWs responsiBilities will not wait while you kontemplate the 
meaning of e'istenke.

jut the xuestion remains.

When the Years Begin to Pass

Ohen we are young, life seems to stretkh endlessly Before us. Oe imagine 
the things we will akkomplish, the plakes we will visit, and the person we 
hope to Bekome.

Oe looA forward to znishing skhool, znding a qoB, earning our own money, 
and perhaps getting married and raising a family.

Then life happens.

Oe Bekome okkupied with the responsiBilities we onke looAed forward 
to having. Oe worA hard to provide for ourselves and those we love. Oe 
keleBrate akhievements, rekover from disappointments, and maAe plans for 
the future.

2ne day, we realiSe that ten or twenty years have passed more xuikAly than 
we e'pekted.
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The khildren have grown older. 2ur parents have aged. Gome people who 
were onke part of our lives are no longer around.

Oe Begin to understand something that seemed unimportant when we 
were younger. 2ur time here is limited.

This realiSation kan khange the xuestions we asA.

Ohat have I Been living for? Ohat really matters? Ohen my life eventually 
ends, will everything I have worAed for simply disappear?

These  are  xuestions  worth  konsidering,  whatever  your  age  or 
kirkumstankes.

Could There Be Something More?

Cuman Beings have searkhed for meaning throughout history. Gome znd 
purpose in family, relationships, worA, kreativity, or helping others. These 
are meaningful pursuits, and they deserve to Be valued.

jut there is another xuestion we kan asA.

Ohat if our e'istenke has a purpose that goes Beyond the things we 
akkomplish during our lifetime?

Ohat if there is a 3od who kreated us, Anows us, and kares aBout what 
happens to us?

bnd what if that 3od has already reakhed out to humanity in a way we kan 
diskover?

Phristianity maAes an e'traordinary klaim. It teakhes that 3od kreated us 
for a relationship with Cim and that Jesus Phrist kame into the world to 
maAe rekonkiliation with 3od possiBle.
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cou may znd that di;kult to Believe. <erhaps you have never read the jiBle 
or attended khurkh. cou may have xuestions aBout suYering, religion, or 
whether 3od e'ists at all.

Those xuestions deserve thoughtful konsideration.

This BooA is an invitation to e'plore them.

Oe  will  Begin  with  the  familiar  e'perienkes  of  everyday  life  Before 
konsidering the possiBility of 3od. blong the way, we will e'amine who 
Jesus was, what Ce taught, why Ce died, and why Phristians Believe Cis 
resurrektion khanges everything.

cou do not need to Be a Phristian to read this BooA. cou do not even need 
to Believe in 3od.

bll I asA is that you approakh these xuestions with an open mind and a 
willingness to konsider what you diskover.

cour daily responsiBilities will still Be waiting tomorrow. There will Be 
meals to prepare, worA to znish, and ordinary proBlems to solve.

jut perhaps, somewhere within that familiar routine, you will Begin to see 
your life diYerently.

bnd perhaps the xuestion that Brought you to this BooA will lead you 
toward an answer you had never seriously konsidered.
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Part 1: The Life We Live

Most of us are too busy living to spend much time thinking about life itself.

We have responsibilities to ful,llw people to care forw and problems to solve. 
We jork to earn a livingw make plans for the futurew and try to enToy 
jhatever free time je have. Ahere are good days jhen everything seems 
to be going jell and diYcult days jhen je jonder hoj je jill manage.

Ahrough it allw life keeps moving.

We often measure our progress by the things je achieve. q better Tobw 
a comfortable homew ,nancial securityw a happy familyw or the freedom 
to enToy our retirement. Ahese are reasonable goalsw and there is nothing 
jrong jith pursuing them.

?et even jhen life turns out reasonably jellw 5uestions can arise that our 
achievements do not fully ansjer.

Why do je spend so much of our lives chasing things that eventually lose 
their importanceP Why does time seem to pass faster as je groj olderP 
What jill remain of everything je have jorked for jhen our lives come 
to an endP
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Ierhaps you have never seriously considered these 5uestions. Ahat is 
understandable. :veryday life gives us plenty to think about already.

Sn this ,rst partw je jill look at the familiar jorld je inhabit6 our busy 
routinesw our pursuit of happiness and securityw and the things je cannot 
hold on to forever.

Ahere is no need to rush tojard an ansjer. )ometimesw understanding the 
life je are already living is the best place to begin asking jhat it all means.
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Chapter 1: The Busy Life 
That Leaves Lilme Tioe tn 

Thik�

“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom.” ~ Psalm 90:12 (KJV)

Where Did the Day Go?

Have you ever reached the end of a busy day and wondered what you 
actually accomplished?

You were occupied from morning until evening. You answered messages, 
attended to responsibilities, solved problems, and rushed from one task to 
another. Yet when you Tnally sat down to rest, it seemed as though the 
entire day had disappeared.

7omorrow promises more of the same.

M



Oodern life gives us countless things to do. Wur phones demand attention 
before we even get out of bed. Eork follows us home through emails and 
messages. Household responsibilities compete with family commitments. 
jven our free time becomes crowded with entertainment, social media, 
and activities we feel we should enBoy.

7here is always something waiting for us.

qeing busy has become so normal that we seldom Auestion it. Ee assume 
that a full schedule is simply part of being a responsible adult.

Fnd often, it is.

People have families to support, bills to pay, and obligations they cannot 
simply abandon. Ior someone struggling Tnancially, working long hours 
may be necessary for survival. F parent caring for young children may have 
very little time alone. Someone looking after an elderly relative may Tnd 
that every day brings another responsibility.

zt would be unfair to tell such people that they should simply slow down 
and enBoy life.

qut even when our circumstances cannot easily change, there is something 
worth considering.

Fre we so occupied with the demands of living that we rarely stop to think 
about what our lives are ultimately for?

The Never-Ending To-Do List

Oost of us organixe our lives around immediate needs.

Ee think about what must be completed today, what needs attention 
tomorrow, and what problems may arise ne8t week. Wur minds are 
occupied with practical Auestions.
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How will z pay the bills? Ehat should z prepare for dinner? Eill z Tnish 
my work on time? 'an z aLord to replace something that has broken?

7hese Auestions matter. zgnoring them would create real diDculties.

qut there is an interesting feature of everyday responsibilities. 7hey never 
seem to end.

Iinish one assignment, and another appears. Pay this monthGs bills, and 
ne8t monthGs arrive. 'lean the house, and it eventually needs cleaning 
again.

jven when we accomplish something important, the satisfaction may be 
brief. qefore long, our attention moves toward the ne8t thing that needs 
doing.

Uife can become a continuous cycle of preparation, eLort, achievement, 
and fresh responsibilities.

Ee tell ourselves that we will think about the bigger Auestions when things 
settle down.

Perhaps after the children Tnish school. Perhaps when the mortgage is 
paid. Perhaps when we retire.

qut what if life never becomes as Auiet as we imagine?

The Questions We Keep Postponing

7here are certain Auestions that do not demand immediate answers.

Ehy am z here? Roes my life have a purpose beyond earning a living and 
caring for my family? zs there anything beyond death? 'ould there be a 
Bod who knows z e8ist?
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Cnlike an overdue bill, these Auestions do not arrive with a payment 
deadline. Ee can ignore them for years without e8periencing any obvious 
conseAuence.

7hat makes them easy to postpone.

Some people consider such Auestions unnecessary. 7hey are satisTed with 
their lives and see little reason to search for something beyond what they 
already know.

Wthers are interested but uncertain where to begin. Deligion may seem 
complicated, and diLerent beliefs oLer diLerent e8planations. zt can feel 
easier to leave the subBect alone.

7here  are  also  people  who  avoid  these  Auestions  because  they  are 
uncomfortable. 7hinking about death, for e8ample, reminds us that our 
time is limited. Eondering whether Bod e8ists may raise further Auestions 
about how we should live.

Ehatever our reasons, the Auestions remain available whenever we are 
willing to consider them.

Fnd perhaps they deserve more attention than we usually give them.

When Something Interrupts the Routine

Sometimes an une8pected event makes us think diLerently about life.

F colleague retires after decades of work. F child leaves home. F friend 
becomes seriously ill. Someone we have known for years dies.

Ior a brief moment, our ordinary concerns may seem less important.

Ee become aware of how Auickly circumstances can change and how little 
control we have over certain things.
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Such  moments  can  prompt  Auestions  we  normally  keep  in  the 
background.

Ehat matters most to me? Fm z spending my limited time wisely? Ehat 
will my life mean when z look back on it?

Ee do not need to e8perience a tragedy to ask these Auestions. F Auiet 
afternoon, an ordinary birthday, or a conversation with an old friend can 
be enough.

7he important thing is what we do when the Auestions arise.

Ee can dismiss them and return to our routines. Wr we can give ourselves 
permission to e8plore them.

Making Room for a Bigger Question

You do not need to abandon your responsibilities, change your lifestyle, or 
spend hours contemplating the meaning of e8istence.

You can begin with a few minutes of honest reEection.

'onsider the life you are living right now. 7hink about the things that 
occupy your time and the goals toward which you are working.

7hen ask yourself a simple Auestion.

zf z continue living e8actly as z am for another twenty years, what will z 
consider most meaningful about those years?

7here may be many good answers. Perhaps you will remember raising your 
children, loving your spouse, helping someone through a diDcult time, or 
contributing something valuable through your work.

7hese are worthwhile things.
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qut you may also Tnd yourself wondering whether there is a greater 
purpose behind human e8istence itself.

7he qible oLers an interesting perspective. zn Psalm 90, a prayer attributed 
to Ooses reEects on the shortness of human life and asks Bod to teach 
people to number their days so that they may gain wisdom.

7he point is not that we should spend every day worrying about death. zt 
is that recognixing lifeGs limits can help us consider how we live.

'hristianity takes this Auestion further. zt teaches that our e8istence has 
meaning because we were created by Bod, and that knowing Him is central 
to understanding our purpose.

You may not believe that. Perhaps you have never seriously considered it.

Ior now, there is no need to reach a conclusion.

Simply recognixe that the Auestion is worth e8ploring.

7omorrow morning, your alarm will probably ring at the usual time. Your 
responsibilities will still be waiting. 7he familiar routine will continue.

qut something may have changed.

You have begun to ask what all those busy days are adding up to.

Fnd that Auestion may be the beginning of a much larger discovery.
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Chapter 2: When Having 
More StiL seaveU �U 

Wanting

“For what shall it promt a na,f ie hg shall dai, thg wholg worluf 
a,u losg his ow, so?l”~ M kar8 :36( KJV)v

The Life We Hope to Have

kost oe ?s ha.g a, iuga oe what a doou lieg sho?lu loo8 li8gW

yg wa,t g,o?dh no,gc to li.g boneortajlcf a hong whgrg wg eggl sgb?rgf 
pgoplg who lo.g ?sf a,u thg ergguon to g,Soc o?rsgl.gs witho?t bo,sta,tlc 
worrci,d ajo?t tonorrowW

Oong  urgan  oe  j?ilui,d  a  s?bbgsse?l  j?si,gssW  Pthgrs  hopg  eor  a 
pronotio,f a jgttgr ho?sgf or thg opport?,itc to tra.glW 1arg,ts nac wor8 
haru to di.g thgir bhilurg, opport?,itigs thgc ,g.gr hauW
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Ahgsg arg ?,ugrsta,uajlg ugsirgsW ko,gc hglps ?s nggt o?r ,ggusW R 
boneortajlg hong pro.iugs stajilitcW xgbod,itio, ba, aBrn cgars oe haru 
wor8W Fi,a,bial sgb?ritc ba, rglig.g g,orno?s prgss?rgW

Ahgrg is ,othi,d i,hgrg,tlc wro,d with wa,ti,d thgsg thi,dsW

Ahg uiBb?ltc jgdi,s whg, wg gYpgbt thgn to pro.iug songthi,d thgc nac 
,g.gr jg ajlg to di.g ?s3 a bonplgtg a,swgr to what na8gs lieg nga,i,de?lW

yg songtings inadi,g that happi,gss is waiti,d S?st jgco,u o?r ,gYt 
abhig.gng,tW P,bg wg rgabh a bgrtai, i,bongf j?c a partib?lar hongf or 
abbonplish a, inporta,t doalf wg gYpgbt to eggl satismguW

R,u songtings wg uoW

4?t satiseabtio, has a wac oe bha,di,dW

When Enough Becomes More

Ahi,8 ajo?t songthi,d co? o,bg wa,tgu jaulcW

1grhaps it was co?r mrst barf a ,gw pho,gf a jgttgr Sojf or a hong oe co?r 
ow,W Io? inadi,gu how wo,ugre?l lieg wo?lu jg o,bg co? m,allc hau itW

yhg, co? abhig.gu co?r doalf co? projajlc eglt plgasguW Io? nac g.g, 
ha.g bglgjratguW

Ahg, songthi,d i,tgrgsti,d happg,guW

yhat o,bg sggngu gYtraorui,arc drau?allc jgbang orui,arcW

Ahg ,gw bar jgbang co?r ?s?al nga,s oe tra,sportW Ahg gYbiti,d Soj 
jgbang co?r g.grcuac wor8W Ahg jga?tie?l hong jgbang thg plabg whgrg 
co? ugalt with ho?sgholu bhorgs a,u no,thlc jillsW

Io?r  abhig.gng,t  hau  ,ot  lost  its  .al?gW  Io?  hau  sinplc  jgbong 
abb?stongu to itW
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1scbholodists songtings ugsbrijg this probgss as hguo,ib auaptatio,f o?r 
tg,ug,bc to auS?st to bha,dgs i, birb?nsta,bgsW qt hglps gYplai, whc 
inpro.gng,ts i, o?r li.gs uo ,ot alwacs prou?bg lasti,d i,brgasgs i, 
happi,gssW

Pe bo?rsgf this uogs ,ot nga, that g.grco,g bo,sta,tlc wa,ts norgW ka,c 
pgoplg lgar, to apprgbiatg what thgc ha.g a,u li.g bo,tg,tgulcW

4?t thg tgnptatio, to 8ggp no.i,d thg m,ish li,g is eaniliarW

yg abhig.g songthi,df g,Soc it eor a whilgf a,u jgdi, loo8i,d towaru thg 
,gYt doalW

qe wg arg ,ot barge?lf wg nac spg,u n?bh oe o?r li.gs p?rs?i,d a eggli,d oe 
satiseabtio, that 8ggps slippi,d i,to thg e?t?rgW

Money Matters, but It Has Limits

qt is gasc to spga8 ajo?t no,gc jgi,d ?,inporta,t whg, co? ha.g g,o?dh 
oe itW

For songo,g str?ddli,d to pac rg,tf j?c drobgrigsf or s?pport a eanilcf 
no,gc  nattgrs  g,orno?slcW  Fi,a,bial  uiBb?ltigs  ba,  a5gbt  hgalthf 
rglatio,shipsf opport?,itigsf a,u pgabg oe ni,uW

Ea.i,d s?Bbig,t no,gc ba, na8g lieg saegr a,u norg boneortajlgW qt ba, 
pro.iug bhoibgs that po.grtc oetg, ta8gs awacW

yg sho?lu ,g.gr uisniss thgsg jg,gmtsW

4?t thgrg is a ui5grg,bg jgtwgg, ha.i,d g,o?dh no,gc to nggt o?r ,ggus 
a,u gYpgbti,d no,gc to a,swgr g.grc U?gstio, ajo?t liegW

ko,gc ba, pac eor a holiuacf j?t it ba,,ot d?ara,tgg that wg will g,Soc 
o?rsgl.gsW qt ba, pro.iug gYbgllg,t nguibal bargf j?t it ba,,ot na8g ?s 
innortalW qt ba, brgatg opport?,itigs to spg,u ting with lo.gu o,gsf j?t 
it ba,,ot g,s?rg that o?r rglatio,ships will rgnai, stro,dW
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C.g,  m,a,bial  sgb?ritc  is  ,g.gr  bonplgtglc  d?ara,tgguW  Cbo,onib 
bo,uitio,s bha,dgW 4?si,gssgs eailW G,gYpgbtgu gYpg,sgs arisgW

Ahis uogs ,ot na8g m,a,bial pla,,i,d poi,tlgssW qt sinplc rgni,us ?s that 
no,gcf howg.gr ?sge?lf has linitsW

Ahg sang is tr?g oe s?bbgss a,u rgbod,itio,W

The Desire to Be Somebody

ka,c pgoplg drow ?p hgari,d that  thgc sho?lu wor8 haruf  abhig.g 
songthi,d inporta,tf a,u na8g a ,ang eor thgnsgl.gsW

O?bbgss jgbongs a wac oe ngas?ri,d pgrso,al worthW

yg bonparg o?r barggrsf salarigsf hongsf a,u abbonplishng,ts with thosg 
oe othgr pgoplgW Oongtings thgsg bonpariso,s noti.atg ?sW Rt othgr tingsf 
thgc lga.g ?s eggli,d i,augU?atgW

xgbod,itio, ba, jg g,SocajlgW 4gi,d apprgbiatgu eor doou wor8 is a 
dg,?i,g plgas?rgW

4?t p?jlib appro.al is ?,rgliajlgW

1goplg nac aunirg ?s touac a,u eordgt ?s tonorrowW R positio, that 
o,bg naug ?s eggl inporta,t nac g.g,t?allc jglo,d to songo,g glsgW 
Ahg abhig.gng,ts that ugm,g o?r iug,titc u?ri,d o?r wor8i,d cgars nac 
nattgr lgss aetgr rgtirgng,tW

qe o?r sg,sg oe worth ugpg,us g,tirglc o, what wg abbonplish or how 
othgrs sgg ?sf lieg ba, jgbong gYha?sti,dW

yg nac jgdi, to wo,ugr whgthgr wg arg .al?ajlg sinplc jgba?sg wg gYistf 
g.g, whg, wg ha.g ,othi,d inprgssi.g to show eor o?rsgl.gsW

Ahat is a U?gstio, worth bo,siugri,dW
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What Are We Really Looking For?

Ahgrg is a, a,big,t joo8 i, thg 4ijlg ballgu CbblgsiastgsW qt rg7gbts uggplc 
o, wor8f plgas?rgf wgalthf wisuonf a,u thg passi,d oe tingW

qts writgr gYani,gs thg thi,ds pgoplg p?rs?g a,u rgpgatgulc bo,ero,ts 
thgir  tgnporarc ,at?rgW  ygalth ba, jg lostW  1lgas?rg eaugsW  E?na, 
abbonplishng,ts uo ,ot prg.g,t ugathW

Igt Cbblgsiastgs also rgbod,i9gs thg doou,gss oe g,Soci,d eoouf wor8f a,u 
thg orui,arc diets oe liegW

Ahis is a, inporta,t uisti,btio,W

Ahristia,itc uogs ,ot rgU?irg ?s to ugspisg thg worlu or rgSgbt g.grc garthlc 
plgas?rgW qt tgabhgs that thg doou thi,ds wg g,Soc arg diets eron Bouf whilg 
war,i,d ?s adai,st trgati,d tgnporarc thi,ds as thg ?ltinatg p?rposg oe 
o?r gYistg,bgW

Io? nac ,ot sharg that jgligeW

Otillf thg ?,ugrlci,d U?gstio, is worth as8i,dW

yhat happg,s whg, wg ha.g ojtai,gu na,c oe thg thi,ds wg wa,tgu a,u 
uisbo.gr that uggpgr U?gstio,s rgnai, ?,a,swgrgu”

1grhaps thg projlgn is ,ot that wg ha.g eailgu to abhig.g g,o?dhW 1grhaps 
wg ha.g jgg, as8i,d o?r abhig.gng,ts to pro.iug norg tha, thgc ba, 
rgaso,ajlc o5grW

R s?bbgsse?l barggr ba, di.g ?s satiseabtio,W R lo.i,d eanilc ba, jri,d 
proeo?,u SocW Fi,a,bial sgb?ritc ba, na8g g.grcuac lieg gasigrW

4?t ,o,g oe thgsg thi,dsf jc thgnsgl.gsf ba, tgll ?s whc h?na, lieg gYists 
or whgthgr a,cthi,d awaits ?s jgco,u ugathW

Ahosg U?gstio,s jglo,d to a ui5grg,t 8i,u oe sgarbhW
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Looking Beyond What We Own

qnadi,g loo8i,d jab8 o, co?r lieg na,c cgars eron ,owW

Io? nac rgngnjgr thg thi,ds co? jo?dht a,u thg doals co? abbonplishguW 
4?t co? will projajlc also rgngnjgr bo,.grsatio,sf rglatio,shipsf abts oe 
8i,u,gssf a,u nong,ts that sggngu orui,arc at thg tingW

1grhaps co? will uisbo.gr that song oe co?r nost nga,i,de?l gYpgrig,bgs 
hau littlg to uo with no,gc or rgbod,itio,W

Ahis uogs ,ot nga, co? sho?lu stop p?rs?i,d co?r doalsW Ahgrg is .al?g 
i, wor8i,d haruf pro.iui,d eor co?r eanilcf ug.glopi,d co?r ajilitigsf a,u 
g,Soci,d thg rgwarus oe co?r g5ortsW

qt nac sinplc jg wisg to bo,siugr whgthgr thosg p?rs?its arg part oe a lardgr 
pibt?rgW

Vgs?s o,bg as8gu a stri8i,d U?gstio, rgborugu i, kar8 :36(3 yhat wo?lu a 
pgrso, dai, jc ojtai,i,d thg wholg worlu whilg losi,d his ow, so?l”

q, its jijlibal bo,tgYtf Vgs?s was tgabhi,d ajo?t thg bost oe eollowi,d Ein 
a,u thg inporta,bg oe lieg jgco,u tgnporarc worlulc dai,W

Eis U?gstio, bhallg,dgs ?s to bo,siugr what ?ltinatglc nattgrsW

Io? uo ,ot ,ggu to abbgpt Eis tgabhi,d innguiatglcW 4?t pgrhaps it 
ugsgr.gs song tho?dhtW

yhat ie thgrg is songthi,d ajo?t co?r gYistg,bg that ba,,ot jg ngas?rgu 
jc co?r i,bongf abhig.gng,tsf possgssio,sf or rgp?tatio,”

yhat ie co?r worth rgsts o, songthi,d norg g,u?ri,d”

R,u what ie thg p?rposg oe co?r lieg is bo,,gbtgu to songo,g co? ha.g ,ot 
cgt bong to 8,ow”

T:



Ahgsg arg U?gstio,s wg will bo,ti,?g gYplori,dW

For ,owf g,Soc thg doou thi,ds co? ha.g wor8gu eorW Rpprgbiatg co?r 
eanilcf co?r hongf co?r opport?,itigsf a,u thg plgas?rgs oe g.grcuac liegW

V?st rgngnjgr that ha.i,d norg a,u m,ui,d nga,i,d arg ,ot ,gbgssarilc 
thg sang thi,dW

Ahgrg nac jg songthi,d worth uisbo.gri,d jgco,u g.grcthi,d wg ba, 
gar,f ow,f or abhig.gW
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Chapter 3: The Things 
We Cannot Hold On To

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose 
under the heaven.” ~ Ecclesiastes 3:1 (KJV)

When Life Begins to Change

There comes a time when you begin to notice things you once took for 
granted.

Perhaps you look at an old photograph and wonder where all those years 
have gone. The young person smiling back at you seems familiar, yet so 
much has changed since that picture was taken.

Your appearance has changed. Your circumstances are diSerent. 2ome of 
the people who were important to you back then may no longer be part of 
your life.

You remember conversations, celebrations, and ordinary days that seemed 
as though they would last forever.

0A



Wt the time, you probably never imagined that you would one day look 
back on them as distant memories.

That is one of the strange things about growing older. xe eFperience life 
one day at a time, yet when we look backward, entire decades seem to have 
passed in an instant.

The child who once depended on you is now an adult. The parents who 
cared for you may now need your help. Criends have moved away, changed 
careers, or entered diSerent stages of life.

Even the places we remember may have disappeared. Wn old neighborhood 
is replaced by new buildings. W familiar shop closes. The school we 
attended looks nothing like it did when we were young.

Mhange is a natural part of life, but that does not always make it easy to 
accept.

The People Who Walk Through Our Lives

Ouch of what makes life meaningful comes from our relationships.

xe remember the people who encouraged us when we were struggling, 
celebrated our achievements, and stood beside us during dijcult times.

2ome relationships last a lifetime. Lthers belong to particular seasons.

W childhood friend may gradually become someone we eFchange greetings 
with only once a year. Cormer colleagues may lose touch after changing 
Gobs. Even close family relationships can change as people grow older and 
develop diSerent priorities.

2ometimes relationships end through misunderstanding or disagreement. 
2ometimes distance and circumstances slowly separate people who once 
shared almost everything.

Wnd sometimes we lose people through death.
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qosing someone we love can change the way we eFperience everyday 
life. Camiliar routines suddenly feel diSerent. W chair remains empty. W 
telephone number stays in our contacts even though we know nobody will 
answer.

Brief is deeply personal. 2ome people eFpress their sadness openly, while 
others carry it Iuietly. There is no single timetable for adGusting to loss.

Yet these eFperiences can remind us of something important.

The people in our lives are precious partly because our time together is 
limited.

xe cannot preserve every moment or prevent every separation. Dut we can 
appreciate the relationships we have while we still have the opportunity.

The Future We Cannot Control

xhen we are young, we often imagine that life will follow a reasonably 
predictable path.

xe make plans for education, careers, marriage, family, and retirement. xe 
save money, prepare for dijculties, and hope that our eSorts will lead to a 
secure future.

Planning is sensible. zt helps us make responsible decisions and prepare for 
circumstances we can reasonably anticipate.

Dut life does not always follow our plans.

W business may fail. W relationship may end uneFpectedly. zllness can 
interrupt a promising career. Wn opportunity we counted on may never 
arrive.

2ometimes the changes are welcome. Wn uneFpected friendship, a new 
opportunity, or a surprising turn of events can bring happiness we never 
anticipated.
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The future contains possibilities we cannot fully predict.

This uncertainty can be uncomfortable because most of us prefer to feel in 
control. xe want to know that our eSorts will produce the outcomes we 
desire.

Yet even the most careful person cannot control everything.

qearning to live with uncertainty is part of being human.

zt may also encourage us to think more carefully about what deserves our 
attention today.

The Reality We Rarely Discuss

There is one eFperience that every human life eventually faces.

?eath.

zt is a subGect many people prefer to avoid. xe are comfortable discussing 
careers, holidays, investments, and plans for retirement. Monversations 
about the end of life are often more dijcult.

That reluctance is understandable.

Oost of us want to continue living, enGoying our relationships, and 
eFperiencing the world. Thinking about death can bring uncomfortable 
feelings, particularly when we have lost someone close to us.

Dut acknowledging mortality does not mean becoming obsessed with it.

zn fact, recogni4ing that our time is limited can help us appreciate life more 
deeply.

zmagine being told that you could revisit one ordinary day from your past.

Perhaps you would choose a  family dinner when everyone was still 
together. You might return to an afternoon spent playing with your 
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children when they were small, or a conversation with someone you wish 
you could speak to again.

Wt the time, that day may not have seemed particularly important.

Lnly later did you reali4e how much it meant.

xe cannot return to those moments. Dut we can become more attentive 
to the moments we are living now.

What Remains When Everything Changes?

Ws we grow older, the things we consider important may begin to change.

W promotion that once seemed essential may no longer matter very 
much. Possessions that once brought eFcitement may become ordinary 
obGects. Wrguments that consumed our attention may eventually seem 
insigniHcant.

xe may begin to value peace, meaningful relationships, and time with 
people we love more deeply.

These changes can be healthy. They reRect a growing awareness of what 
gives our lives value.

Dut they can also lead us toward a larger Iuestion.

zf everything in this world is temporary, is there anything that lasts beyond 
our lifetime'

?iSerent people answer this Iuestion diSerently.

2ome believe that death marks the end of personal eFistence. Lthers believe 
in some form of continued eFistence, rebirth, or spiritual reality.

Mhristianity oSers a particular understanding of life and death.
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zt teaches that human beings were created by Bod and that our eFistence 
has signiHcance beyond the years we spend on earth. Mentral to the 
Mhristian faith is the belief that Jesus Mhrist died and rose again, making 
eternal life possible through 6im.

This is an eFtraordinary claim, and it deserves careful eFamination.

Cor now, we need only recogni4e the Iuestion that gives rise to it.

zf our lives are temporary, what does that mean for the way we should live'

Learning to Value the Time We Have

The Dible contains a book called Ecclesiastes,  which reRects on the 
changing seasons of human life.

zts third chapter describes diSerent eFperiences that belong to diSerent 
times: birth and death, weeping and laughing, mourning and dancing.

The writer recogni4es that human life includes eFperiences we welcome 
and eFperiences we would rather avoid.

xe cannot eFpect every season to last forever.

There  will  be  times  of  achievement  and  times  of  disappointment. 
Belationships will develop and change. Lur bodies will grow older, and 
our circumstances will continue to evolve.

The temporary nature of life does not make our eFperiences meaningless.

W beautiful sunset lasts only a short while, yet we can still appreciate it. W 
conversation may occupy only a few minutes but inRuence us for years. W 
simple act of kindness can leave a lasting impression on someone elseCs life.

xe do not need everything to last forever before we can recogni4e its value.
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2till, the passing of time invites us to consider whether there may be a 
purpose that reaches beyond our immediate eFperiences.

Perhaps you have spent most of your life concentrating on what lies ahead: 
the neFt responsibility, the neFt achievement, the neFt stage of life.

There is nothing wrong with looking forward.

Dut every so often, it is worth considering the larger picture.

You have been given a life to live. You have eFperienced things nobody 
else has eFperienced in Iuite the same way. You have known people, 
made decisions, learned lessons, and inRuenced others, sometimes without 
reali4ing it.

Lne day, your earthly life will come to an end.

That reality need not Hll you with fear. zt can encourage gratitude for the 
time you have and curiosity about what your eFistence ultimately means.

Wnd perhaps it raises one of the most important Iuestions we can ask.

zf our lives are brief, why are we here in the Hrst place'

That is where our eFploration will turn neFt.
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Part 2: The Questions We 
Avoid

Most of us have questions about life that we seldom discuss.

Why are we here? Does our existence have a purpose? Is there a God? If 
God exists, why is there so much sugerinT in the world?

Phese questions may have crossed your mind at some point. Serhaps you 
considered them brieky before returninT to your daily responsibilities. 
Serhaps you avoided them because they seemed too complicated or 
because you were unsure where to Ond reliable answers.

2ome people believe that science will eventually explain everythinT we 
need to 7now about existence. jthers Ond answers throuTh philosophy, 
reliTion, or personal experience. Many are content to live without reachinT 
deOnite conclusions.

Whatever  your  position,  these  questions  deserve  thouThtful 
consideration.
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In this part of the boo7, we will explore three important subYectsB the 
purpose of human existence, the possibility that God is real, and the 
diLcult question of why sugerinT exists if God is Tood.

We will consider what 8hristianity teaches while ac7nowledTinT that 
sincere people hold digerent beliefs. We will also distinTuish between 
questions that can be investiTated throuTh evidence and those that involve 
philosophical reasoninT or faith.

/ou do not need to aTree with the 8hristian perspective before explorinT 
it. /ou are free to question what you read and consider whether the 
explanations ma7e sense.

2ome questions may remain unanswered. Phat is part of an honest search 
for truth.

0ut perhaps the most important questions in life deserve more than a 
passinT thouTht.

1et us beTin with one that seems simple enouTh to as7, yet has occupied 
human minds for centuries.

Why are we here?
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Chapter 4: Why Are We 
Here?

“Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture.” ~ Psalm 100:3 (KJV)

A Question Without an Easy Answer

Have you ever wondered why you exist?

You probably know how you came into this world. You were born to your 
parents, who were born to their parents, and so on through countless 
generations.

Science  can  explain  much  about  human  reproduction,  biological 
development, and the evolutionary history of our species.

But there is another question that goes beyond how human life developed.

Why are we here at all?
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Is our existence simply the result of natural processes operating over 
billions of years? Does life have an ultimate purpose, or is meaning 
something we create for ourselves?

These questions have occupied philosophers, scientists, religious thinkers, 
and ordinary people throughout history.

You do not need to be particularly religious or philosophical to wonder 
about them.

Sometimes the question arises when we look at the night sky and consider 
how small our planet is compared with the vast universe. Sometimes 
it appears during a quiet moment when we wonder what our lives are 
ultimately leading toward.

We know that we exist. We experience happiness, disappointment, love, 
fear, and countless other emotions. We make decisions that aFect ourselves 
and the people around us.

But why does any of this matter?

The answer may depend partly on what we believe about the origin and 
nature of human existence.

Finding Purpose in Everyday Life

Aor  many  people,  the  meaning  of  life  is  found  in  ordinary  human 
experiences.

M parent may 'nd purpose in raising children.  M teacher  may 'nd 
satisfaction in helping students learn. Someone caring for an elderly 
relative may consider that responsibility among the most meaningful 
things they have ever done.

Others  'nd  purpose  through  creativity,  friendship,  learning,  or 
contributing to their communities.
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These are genuine sources of meaning.

M  person  does  not  need  to  believe  in  God  to  live  a  thoughtful, 
compassionate, and purposeful life. Cany people who hold no religious 
beliefs demonstrate remarkable generosity and commitment to others.

We should acknowledge that honestly.

But there is a distinction between 'nding meaning within our lives and 
asking whether human existence itself has an ultimate purpose.

The 'rst question concerns what makes life worthwhile to us.

The second asks whether there is a purpose behind our existence that is 
independent of our personal preferences or achievements.

Aor example, you may decide that your lifezs purpose is to care for your 
family. That decision can give your days direction and meaning.

But it does not necessarily answer why human beings exist in the 'rst place.

Perhaps there is no ultimate purpose beyond the meanings we discover or 
create. That is one possible philosophical position.

Nhristianity oFers a diFerent answer.

It teaches that human beings exist because God intentionally created them.

What If Our Existence Is Intentional?

Imagine discovering an old handwritten letter addressed speci'cally to 
you.

You recogni-e your name on the envelope, but you do not know who sent 
it. jaturally, you become curious.

Who wrote this? Why was it sent to me? What does the writer want me to 
know?
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The letter has an author, and its message may reveal something about the 
writerzs intentions.

Nhristians believe something similar about human existence, although the 
comparison has its limits. M letter is clearly a human7made ob4ect, while the 
origin and purpose of the universe involve far more complex questions.

The Nhristian claim is that our existence is intentional because there is a 
Nreator behind it.

The opening verse of the Bible states:

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1, 
KJV)

This statement forms the foundation of the biblical understanding of 
existence.

Mccording to Nhristianity, the universe is ultimately dependent on God, 
and human life has meaning because it comes from Him.

This belief does not, by itself, settle scienti'c questions about the age of the 
universe or the processes through which life developed. Nhristians hold 
diFerent views about how biblical creation accounts relate to scienti'c 
explanations.

The central theological claim is that God is the ultimate source of creation.

If that claim is true, it changes how we understand ourselves.

Our existence would have signi'cance beyond what we accomplish during 
our lifetime.

What Makes a Human Life Valuable?

Nonsider how society often measures people.
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We admire those who are successful, wealthy, talented, attractive, or 
in5uential. We celebrate extraordinary achievements and give attention to 
people who accomplish remarkable things.

There is nothing wrong with appreciating excellence.

But what about someone who has never achieved anything particularly 
impressive?

What about a person who cannot work because of illness or disability? 
What  about  an  elderly  person  who  needs  assistance  with  everyday 
activities? What about a newborn child who has contributed nothing to 
society?

Mre their lives less valuable?

Cost of us would say no.

We recogni-e that human worth cannot reasonably depend entirely on 
productivity, wealth, intelligence, or social status.

Nhristianity provides a theological foundation for this conviction.

In Genesis 1:26, the Bible teaches that God created human beings in His 
own image.

Nhristians commonly understand this to mean that human beings possess 
a special dignity and worth because of their relationship to their Nreator.

Being made in Godzs image does not mean that God has a human body or 
that people physically resemble Him. The phrase has been interpreted in 
several related ways, including humanityzs capacity for relationships, moral 
responsibility, and the calling to represent Godzs purposes within creation.

The important point is that human dignity is not something we must earn.
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Mccording to this  understanding,  a  personzs  value exists  before any 
achievement and remains even when that person can no longer contribute 
in ways society considers useful.

This has important implications for how we treat others.

The poor deserve dignity. People with disabilities deserve respect. The 
elderly should not be regarded as burdens whose lives have lost their value.

Mnd the same principle applies to you.

Your worth would not disappear if you lost your 4ob, failed in business, or 
never became particularly successful.

If the Nhristian understanding of creation is true, your existence matters 
because you were created by God.

Does Having a Creator Mean We Have a Purpose?

If human beings were intentionally created, it is reasonable to ask what 
their Nreator intended for them.

The  Bible  presents  human  life  as  something  meant  to  be  lived  in 
relationship with God and in responsible relationship with other people 
and the created world.

In the biblical account, human beings are given responsibilities within 
creation.  They  are  also  portrayed  as  relational  beings  who  need 
companionship and community.

Jesus later summari-ed the greatest commandments as loving God and 
loving onezs neighbor (Catthew 22:367F0).

These teachings suggest that, within Nhristianity, the purpose of human 
life is closely connected to love, relationship, and responsibility.
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This does not mean that every person must become a religious leader or 
spend every waking moment engaged in religious activities.

Ordinary work, family responsibilities, friendship, and service to others 
can all have a place within a life directed toward God.

M person working in an oGce, caring for children, preparing meals, or 
helping a neighbor can live meaningfully without doing anything that 
attracts public attention.

Nhristianity teaches that the signi'cance of a life is not measured solely by 
its visible achievements.

There is, however, another part of the Nhristian story that we will need to 
explore.

If human beings were created for a relationship with God, why do so many 
people feel distant from Him or remain uncertain whether He exists?

Mnd if God intended creation to be good, why is the world 'lled with 
suFering, in4ustice, and broken relationships?

These are serious questions. Nhristianity addresses them through its 
teaching about human freedom, sin, and the need for reconciliation with 
God.

We will examine those ideas in the chapters ahead.

What Would It Mean for You?

Aor a moment, imagine that the Nhristian understanding of creation is 
true.

Imagine  that  your  existence  is  known  to  a  God  who  created  you 
intentionally.
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Your life would matter even if nobody remembered your name a hundred 
years from now. Your worth would remain even if you never achieved the 
goals you once hoped to accomplish.

Your ordinary days could have signi'cance within a purpose greater than 
your personal ambitions.

Of course, imagining something does not establish that it is true.

The existence of God is a question that deserves thoughtful investigation. 
People have oFered philosophical arguments, scienti'c considerations, 
religious experiences, and ob4ections on diFerent sides of the debate.

We should examine those perspectives carefully rather than assuming the 
answer in advance.

Aor now, consider one question.

If there really is a Nreator who knows you and has given your existence a 
purpose, would you want to know Him?

Perhaps your answer is yes. Perhaps you are uncertain. You may even feel 
that the question has little relevance to your everyday life.

That is understandable.

But the possibility is worth considering.

We spend much of our lives trying to discover what we are capable of 
becoming. We pursue opportunities, develop abilities, and make plans for 
the years ahead.

Yet there may be another question worth asking alongside all  those 
ambitions.

What if understanding who created us could help us understand why we 
are here?
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That possibility leads naturally to our next question.

What if God really exists?
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Chapter 5: What If There 
Reays IG a od?�

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the mrwawent 
sheieth hks handyior.”~ P 1salw 9:(9 KJV)I

A Question Worth Asking

uwagkne skttkng o,tskde on a clear nkghtA loo.kng at the stars”

bpove yo, stretches a ,nkverse so vast that kts dkstances are dkOc,lt to 
cowxrehend” F,r xlanet ks only one awong co,ntless iorldsA orpktkng an 
ordknary star kn a galaqy contaknkng pkllkons of stars”

Cor sowe xeoxleA the skght knsxkres ionder at the nat,ral xrocesses that 
xrod,ced s,ch an eqtraordknary ,nkverse”

Cor othersA kt rakses a dk?erent 3,estkon”

8o,ld there pe soweone pehknd all thksH
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W,wan pekngs have as.ed 3,estkons apo,t GodSs eqkstence for tho,sands 
of years” Ek?erent c,lt,res have develoxed dk?erent relkgko,s pelkefsA ihkle 
others have concl,ded that there ks kns,Ockent reason to pelkeve kn any 
dekty”

TodayA the 3,estkon rewakns ,nsettled kn the wknds of wany xeoxle”

1erhaxs yo, pelkeve that God eqksts p,t have never tho,ght deexly apo,t 
ihat that weans” 1erhaxs yo, are ,ncertaknA or yo, have lkved 3,kte 
cowfortaply iktho,t any relkgko,s pelkefs”

Bhatever yo,r xosktkonA conskder a xosskpklkty”

Bhat kf there really ks a GodH

uf God eqkstsA the kwxlkcatkons co,ld eqtend far peyond ihat ie pelkeve 
apo,t the orkgkn of the ,nkverse” They co,ld a?ect hoi ie ,nderstand 
o,rselvesA o,r relatkonshkxsA o,r resxonskpklktkesA and even death”

That wa.es the 3,estkon iorth eqawknkng”

Why Do People Believe in God?

1eoxle arrkve at pelkef kn God thro,gh dk?erent eqxerkences and iays of 
reasonkng”

jowe  groi  ,x  kn  relkgko,s  fawklkes”  Thekr  pelkef  develoxs  thro,gh 
chkldhood teachkngA iorshkxA and xartkckxatkon kn a fakth coww,nkty”

Fthers pecowe knterested kn God later kn lkfe” They way pegkn searchkng 
after a xersonal crksksA an ,neqxected eqxerkenceA or a xerkod of 3,estkonkng 
ihat they xrevko,sly pelkeved”

jowe mnd xhklosoxhkcal arg,wents for GodSs eqkstence xers,askve”

Fne s,ch arg,went pegkns ikth the eqkstence of the ,nkverse ktself”
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-verythkng ie enco,nter kn everyday lkfe dexends on other thkngs for 
kts eqkstence” b tree grois frow a seed” b p,kldkng eqksts peca,se xeoxle 
constr,cted kt ,skng waterkals that cawe frow elseihere”

1hklosoxhers have as.ed ihether the ,nkverse as a ihole also re3,kres an 
eqxlanatkon peyond ktself”

jowe arg,e that the eqkstence of contkngent thkngsA thkngs that co,ld have 
fakled to eqkstA xoknts toiard a necessary realkty that does not dexend on 
anythkng else”

4elkevers way kdentkfy that ,ltkwate realkty ikth God”

Thks reasonkng has peen depated for cent,rkes” 8rktkcs 3,estkon ihether 
the ,nkverse re3,kres an eqxlanatkon of thks .knd and ihether s,ch an 
arg,went estaplkshes the eqkstence of a xersonal God”

These op0ectkons deserve serko,s conskderatkon”

bnother  arg,went concerns the axxarent order  and lkfe2xerwkttkng 
condktkons of the ,nkverse”

8ertakn xhyskcal constants and condktkons axxear to fall ikthkn ranges 
cowxatkple ikth the eqkstence of cowxleq str,ct,res and lkfe as ie .noi 
kt”

jowe xeoxle see thks as evkdence of kntentkonal deskgn”

Fthers xroxose eqxlanatkons knvolvkng xhyskcal necessktyA selectkon e?ectsA 
or the xosskpklkty of w,ltkxle ,nkverses” These alternatkves rakse thekr oin 
3,estkons and rewakn s,p0ects of xhklosoxhkcal and sckentkmc dksc,sskon”

The kwxortant xoknt ks that opservatkons apo,t the ,nkverse do not 
a,towatkcally settle the 3,estkon of GodSs eqkstence”

They xrovkde waterkal for reYectkon and depate”
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Cor pelkeversA hoieverA s,ch conskderatkons can contrkp,te to a proader 
convkctkon that realkty has a 8reator”

Why Do Others Remain Unconvinced?

There are tho,ghtf,l xeoxle iho have conskdered the arg,wents for GodSs 
eqkstence and rewakn ,nconvknced”

jowe pelkeve that nat,ral eqxlanatkons are s,Ockent for ,nderstandkng the 
,nkverse” They see no cowxellkng reason to kntrod,ce a s,xernat,ral pekng 
knto thekr ,nderstandkng of realkty”

Fthers arg,e that the evkdence xresented for GodSs eqkstence does not 
0,stkfy the concl,skons pelkevers drai frow kt”

There ks also the xroplew of relkgko,s dksagreewent”

Ek?erent relkgkons wa.e dk?erent clakws apo,t GodA ,ltkwate realktyA 
and the x,rxose of h,wan eqkstence” b xerson eqxlorkng relkgkon way 
reasonaply ionder hoi to deterwkne ihkch clakwsA kf anyA are tr,e”

Cor soweA the greatest opstacle ks s,?erkng”

They loo. at iarsA nat,ral dksastersA serko,s kllnessesA and the s,?erkng of 
knnocent chkldren and as. hoi a lovkngA all2xoierf,l God co,ld alloi s,ch 
thkngs”

Fthers str,ggle ikth GodSs axxarent sklence”

uf God iants xeoxle to .noi WkwA ihy ks Wks eqkstence not wore opvko,sH 
Bhy do skncere xeoxle search for God iktho,t mndkng the certaknty they 
deskreH

These are serko,s 3,estkons”
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8hrkstkankty has develoxed resxonses to thewA p,t not every resxonse 
satksmes every xerson” 4elkevers thewselves sowetkwes str,ggle ikth do,ptA 
xartkc,larly d,rkng xaknf,l eqxerkences”

ut io,ld pe wksleadkng to s,ggest that every op0ectkon can pe dkswkssed 
ikth a skwxle eqxlanatkon”

bn honest eqxloratkon of fakth w,st leave roow for dkOc,lt 3,estkons”

What Kind of God Are We Talking About?

-ven kf ie concl,de that sowe .knd of 8reator eqkstsA another 3,estkon 
kwwedkately arkses”

Bhat ks thks 8reator lk.eH

b pekng resxonskple for the eqkstence of the ,nkverse io,ld not necessarkly 
pe xersonalA lovkngA or knterested kn h,wan a?akrs”

The  eqkstence  of  a  8reator  alone  io,ld  not  estaplksh  the  tr,th  of 
8hrkstkankty”

Thks dkstknctkon watters peca,se 8hrkstkankty wa.es sxeckmc clakws apo,t 
God”

The 4kple xresents God as eternalA the 8reator of all thkngsA and the so,rce 
of lkfe” ut descrkpes Wkw as holyA 0,stA werckf,lA and lovkng”

8hrkstkankty also teaches that God ks xersonal” We .nois h,wan pekngs 
and calls thew knto a relatkonshkx ikth Wkw”

Fne xassage eqxresses thks pelkef thro,gh a 3,estkon(

“Bhat ks wanA that tho, art wkndf,l of hkwH~ K1salw D(MA JV)I

The irkter loo.s at the vastness of creatkon and ionders ihy God io,ld 
care apo,t h,wan pekngs”
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ut ks a rewar.aple tho,ght”

uf a 8reator eqkstsA ihy io,ld s,ch a pekng concern Wkwself ikth ordknary 
xeoxle lkvkng on a swall xlanetH

8hrkstkankty ansiers that h,wan pekngs have val,e peca,se God created 
thew kn Wks kwage and loves thew”

The 4kple goes f,rther py clakwkng that God has revealed Wkwself thro,gh 
hkstoryA jcrkxt,reA and ,ltkwately thro,gh Ves,s 8hrkst”

Be ikll eqawkne those clakws later kn thks poo.”

Cor noiA notkce hoi dk?erent thks ,nderstandkng of God ks frow the kdea 
of an kwxersonal force that skwxly pro,ght the ,nkverse knto eqkstence”

8hrkstkankty descrkpes a God iho ks concerned ikth h,wan lkfe”

Would God Care About Someone Like Me?

uf yo, have never peen xartkc,larly relkgko,sA yo, way mnd the kdea of a 
xersonal God dkOc,lt to kwagkne”

Ro, wkght ionder ihy God io,ld pe knterested kn yo,r ordknary lkfe”

Ro, are one xerson awong pkllkons” Ro, have resxonskpklktkesA iorrkesA 
hapktsA and xrkvate tho,ghts that seew ,nkwxortant kn the larger schewe 
of thkngs”

Bhy io,ld the 8reator of the ,nkverse care ihether yo, are str,gglkng at 
ior.A iorrked apo,t yo,r fawklyA or ,ncertakn apo,t yo,r f,t,reH

bccordkng to the 4kpleA GodSs concern ks not lkwkted to fawo,sA s,ccessf,lA 
or esxeckally relkgko,s xeoxle”

Ves,s ta,ght that God .nois even the swall detakls of h,wan lkfe” un 
"atthei 9z(5:2'9A We ,sed the eqawxle of sxarrois to kll,strate GodSs 
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aiareness and careA reass,rkng Wks folloiers that they iere val,aple to 
Wkw”

Thks  teachkng  does  not  wean  that  pelkevers  ikll  never  eqxerkence 
hardshkx” The sawe xassage occ,rs ikthkn Ves,sS knstr,ctkons apo,t fackng 
oxxosktkon and danger”

uts  wessage  ks  that  GodSs  care  rewakns  weankngf,l  even  ihen 
ckrc,wstances are dkOc,lt”

Cor soweone iho has aliays kwagkned God as dkstant or ,nknterestedA thks 
xresents a dk?erent xosskpklkty”

Bhat kf yo,r lkfe watters to God even ihen kt seews ordknary to everyone 
elseH

Bhat kf We .nois the str,ggles yo, rarely dksc,ss and the 3,estkons yo, 
have never sxo.en alo,dH

These are 8hrkstkan clakwsA not concl,skons ie can estaplksh skwxly py 
ikshkng thew to pe tr,e”

4,t they are iorth knvestkgatkng”

If God Exists, Does It Change Anything?

jowe xeoxle pelkeve kn God iktho,t alloikng that pelkef to knY,ence 
w,ch of thekr dakly lkves”

God pecowes a dkstant eqxlanatkon for the ,nkverseA soweone to thkn. 
apo,t d,rkng relkgko,s occaskons or wowents of crksks”

The rest of lkfe contkn,es w,ch as pefore”

4,t kf the God descrkped kn 8hrkstkankty really eqkstsA Wks eqkstence io,ld 
have xractkcal kwxlkcatkons”
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F,r lkves io,ld have skgnkmcance peyond o,r xersonal achkevewents” F,r 
treatwent of other xeoxle io,ld watter peca,se theyA tooA xossess dkgnkty 
as GodSs creatkon”

F,r woral chokces io,ld pecowe xart of a larger 3,estkon apo,t hoi 
h,wan pekngs o,ght to lkve kn relatkon to thekr 8reator”

Be wkght also pegkn to reconskder o,r xrkorktkes”

unstead of as.kng only ihat ie iant to accowxlkshA ie co,ld as. ihether 
o,r goals reYect the .knd of lkfe God kntended ,s to lkve”

Thks io,ld not necessarkly re3,kre apandonkng o,r careersA fawklkesA or 
ordknary knterests”

8hrkstkankty teaches that fakth can shaxe the iay xeoxle carry o,t everyday 
resxonskpklktkesA kncl,dkng thekr ior.A relatkonshkxsA and deckskons”

b p,skness oiner wkght conskder hoi fakrly ewxloyees are treated” b 
xarent wkght thkn. wore deexly apo,t the eqawxle pekng set for chkldren” 
joweone iho has h,rt another xerson wkght recognkQe the kwxortance of 
ac.noiledgkng irongdokng”

Ff co,rseA xeoxle iktho,t relkgko,s pelkefs can wa.e these sawe woral 
chokces”

The dk?erence ks that 8hrkstkankty xlaces thew ikthkn a relatkonshkx of 
resxonskpklkty toiard God”

bnd that rakses another kwxortant 3,estkon”

uf God created ,s and cares apo,t hoi ie lkveA are ie lkvkng kn the 
relatkonshkx ikth Wkw that We kntendedH

What If You Wanted to Know?

j,xxose yo, have reached thks xoknt and mnd yo,rself ,ncertakn”
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Ro, cannot  conmdently  say  that  God eqkstsA  p,t  yo, are  no longer 
cowfortaple dkswksskng the xosskpklkty”

Bhat sho,ld yo, doH

Ro, co,ld pegkn py eqawknkng the clakws of 8hrkstkankty wore caref,lly”

7ead one of the GosxelsA ihkch tell the story of Ves,sS lkfe and teachkngs” 
8onskder ihat Ves,s sakd apo,t God and ihy Wks folloiers cawe to pelkeve 
that We revealed GodSs character kn a ,nk3,e iay”

Ro, co,ld also sxea. ikth tho,ghtf,l 8hrkstkans iho are ikllkng to dksc,ss 
dkOc,lt 3,estkons iktho,t xress,rkng yo,”

uf yo, are oxen to the xosskpklkty that God hears xrayerA yo, wkght even try 
sxea.kng to Wkw”

There ks no need for elaporate relkgko,s lang,age”

Ro, co,ld skwxly sayA HGodA kf Ro, are realA u iant to .noi the tr,th” Welx 
we ,nderstand iho Ro, are”H

j,ch a xrayer ks not a sckentkmc test that g,arantees a xartkc,lar eqxerkence 
or an kwwedkate ansier”

ut ks an honest eqxresskon of oxenness”

Ro, way stkll have do,pts afteriard” Ro, way need tkwe to knvestkgate 
f,rther”

That ks ,nderstandaple”

I,estkons apo,t God are too kwxortant to settle thro,gh xress,re or 
ewotkonal eqcktewent alone”
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The Question That Remains

Be pegan thks chaxter py conskderkng the vastness of the ,nkverse and 
as.kng ihether soweone wkght pe pehknd kts eqkstence”

Be have seen that xeoxle o?er dk?erent reasons for pelkevkng kn God and 
that others have tho,ghtf,l op0ectkons”

Be have also conskdered the xartkc,lar  8hrkstkan clakw that  God ks 
xersonalA lovkngA and knterested kn h,wan pekngs”

bt thks stageA yo, way rewakn ,ncertakn apo,t ihat yo, pelkeve”

That ks a reasonaple xlace to pe d,rkng an honest knvestkgatkon”

4,t conskder ihat io,ld folloi kf the 8hrkstkan ,nderstandkng of God 
iere tr,e”

Ro,r eqkstence io,ld pe kntentkonal” Ro,r lkfe io,ld watter to yo,r 
8reator” bnd the xosskpklkty of .noikng God io,ld pecowe one of the 
wost kwxortant 3,estkons yo, co,ld eqxlore”

There ksA hoieverA a dkOc,lty ie have not yet eqawkned closely”

uf God ks good and lovkngA ihy does the iorld contakn so w,ch s,?erkngH

Bhy do knnocent xeoxle eqxerkence terrkple xaknH Bhy do nat,ral dksasters 
destroy lkvesH Bhy do xrayers sowetkwes seew to go ,nansieredH

These 3,estkons cannot pe kgnored”

Cor wany xeoxleA they are the greatest opstacles to pelkevkng kn God”

bnd they deserve o,r attentkon pefore ie go any f,rther”
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Chapter 6: If God Is Good, 
Why Is the World So 

Broken?

“The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” ~ Psalm 34:18 (KJV)

The Question That Will Not Go Away

If God is good, why do terrible things happen?

It is a question that has troubled people for centuries. Perhaps it has 
troubled you, too.

Every day, we hear about suWering somewhere in the world. Nars destroy 
communities. Catural disasters leave families homeless. Shildren become 
seriously ill. People lose their livelihoods through circumstances beyond 
their control.

Aometimes the suWering is closer to home.
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Aomeone you love becomes ill. x marriage falls apart. x family member 
dies uneYpectedly. Bou work hard to build a secure future, only to watch 
your plans collapse.

Bou may wonder why life can be so unfair.

If there is no God, suWering may be understood through natural processes, 
human choices, chance, and the conditions of our eYistence.

'ut if there is a God who is loving and powerful, the question becomes 
more diMcult.

Nhy would such a God allow these things to happen?

It is tempting to oWer a quick answer. Perhaps everything happens for 
a reason. Perhaps suWering makes us stronger. Perhaps there is a lesson 
hidden somewhere in every tragedy.

'ut these eYplanations can sound painfully inadequate to someone who 
has lost a child or is facing a serious illness.

Aome suWering brings no obvious beneFt. Aome losses leave wounds that 
remain for the rest of a person9s life.

xny honest discussion about God must acknowledge this reality.

The World We Wish We Lived In

zost of us have an idea of how the world ought to be.

Ne believe children should be safe. People should be treated fairly. Those 
who work honestly should not be eYploited. Hamilies should be able to live 
without fear of violence or hunger.

Bet the world often falls short of these eYpectations.

Aome suWering results directly from human behavior.
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Nars are started by people. Sorruption deprives communities of resources. 
Dishonesty destroys trust. Sruelty damages relationships. Greed can lead 
individuals and organi5ations to eYploit others.

0uman beings are capable of remarkable kindness, but we are also capable 
of causing terrible harm.

Other forms of suWering do not arise from deliberate human wrongdoing.

Earthquakes occur.  Diseases develop. 'odies age.  xccidents happen 
despite reasonable precautions.

x person can live responsibly and still eYperience tragedy.

This distinction matters because it would be deeply unfair to blame every 
suWering person for what has happened to them.

If someone develops cancer, loses a child, or becomes disabled through an 
accident, we have no basis for assuming that the tragedy occurred because 
that person committed some particular sin.

The 'ible itself challenges that kind of thinking.

Did They Do Something Wrong?

In the Gospel of John, Jesus encountered a man who had been blind from 
birth.

0is disciples asked 0im a question that re-ected a common assumption: 
Nas the man9s blindness caused by his own sin or by the sin of his parents?

Jesus re2ected both eYplanations.

In John j:3, 0e said that neither the man nor his parents had sinned in the 
way the disciples were suggesting.

Jesus then healed the man.
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The account does not provide a complete eYplanation for every disability 
or illness. 'ut it clearly challenges the assumption that an individual9s 
suWering must be punishment for personal wrongdoing.

In another passage, Jesus referred to people who had died when a tower 
collapsed in Ailoam.

0e  asked  whether  they  were  worse  oWenders  than  others  living  in 
Jerusalem and re2ected that conclusion (Luke 13:4H6).

These passages are important because religious people can sometimes 
make suWering worse by attaching blame where none has been established.

x grieving parent does not need someone suggesting that God took a child 
because of a hidden sin. x person facing illness does not need to be told 
that greater faith would necessarily bring recovery.

Auch claims can in-ict additional pain, and they go beyond what Acripture 
allows us to conclude.

Shristianity takes sin seriously, but it does not teach that every tragedy can 
be traced to a particular wrongdoing by the person who suWers.

What Does Christianity Mean by Sin?

The word sin may sound oldHfashioned or religious.

Bou may associate it with breaking commandments, committing crimes, 
or doing things that society considers immoral.

In Shristianity, sin includes wrongdoing, but its meaning is broader.

It describes humanity9s failure to live in the right relationship with God 
and according to 0is good purposes.
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The 'ible speaks about actions such as lying, stealing, cruelty, in2ustice, 
and seYual wrongdoing. It also addresses attitudes such as pride, greed, 
envy, and hatred.

Ain can involve the things we do and the good things we knowingly fail to 
do.

Sonsider an ordinary eYample.

Bou may believe that honesty is important, yet occasionally hide the 
truth to protect yourself. Bou may value kindness but speak harshly 
when someone irritates you. Bou may dislike selFshness in others while 
struggling to recogni5e it in your own behavior.

zost people understand this tension.

Ne have moral standards, yet we do not always live according to them.

The apostle Paul eYpressed the Shristian understanding of humanity9s 
condition in Romans 3:I3:

“Hor all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (KJV)

Shristianity teaches that sin is a universal human problem.

This does not mean everyone is equally cruel or that every wrongdoing has 
the same consequences. It means that nobody can claim to have lived in 
perfect obedience to God.

xccording to the 'ible,  sin also damages our relationship with our 
Sreator.

That broken relationship is central to the Shristian understanding of why 
humanity needs salvation.
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A World That Is Not as It Should Be

The opening chapters of Genesis describe God creating a world that 0e 
declares good.

0uman beings are presented as having a special place within creation, with 
responsibilities toward God, one another, and the world around them.

The story then takes a tragic turn.

In Genesis 3, the Frst human beings disobey God. The account describes 
shame, blame, alienation, painful consequences, and eventual death 
entering the human story.

Shristians have interpreted aspects of this account diWerently, including 
questions about its relationship to human origins and the natural world.

Cevertheless, the theological message is central to Shristianity: humanity9s 
relationship with God has  been damaged by sin,  and the world we 
eYperience does not fully re-ect the goodness for which creation was 
intended.

Shristians often describe this condition as living in a fallen world.

The phrase does not mean that everything in the world is evil.

There is still beauty in nature, love within families, kindness among 
strangers, and 2oy in ordinary eYperiences.

'ut alongside these good things, we encounter in2ustice, suWering, decay, 
and death.

The 'ible presents creation itself as aWected by a condition of frustration 
and brokenness.  Romans 8:II describes  creation as  groaning while 
awaiting restoration.

63



This is part of the Shristian eYplanation for why the world contains both 
eYtraordinary beauty and terrible suWering.

Bet an important question remains.

Even if humanity is sinful and creation is broken, why does an allHpowerful 
God permit the suWering to continue?

Why Doesn't God Stop It?

One common Shristian response concerns human freedom.

If people are capable of making meaningful moral choices, they must also 
be capable of choosing wrongly.

x world containing genuine human freedom allows for love, generosity, 
and responsibility. It also allows people to act selFshly and harm others.

This eYplanation helps us understand some suWering caused by human 
wrongdoing.

'ut it does not fully eYplain natural disasters, inherited diseases, or the 
suWering of infants.

Cor does it settle the question of why God sometimes appears to intervene 
and at other times does not.

Shristian thinkers have oWered diWerent responses.

Aome emphasi5e the possibility that God can bring good out of suWering. 
Others point to the importance of a world governed by consistent natural 
processes. Atill others emphasi5e the limits of human knowledge when 
considering God9s purposes.

Each response raises further questions.
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Hor eYample, even if a diMcult eYperience eventually produces courage or 
compassion, we cannot assume that the suWering was necessary or that 
God deliberately caused it for that purpose.

x person who survives a tragedy may discover uneYpected strength. That 
does not make the tragedy good.

Ne  should  be  careful  about  claiming  to  know  why  God  allowed  a 
particular event.

The 'ible itself contains people who struggled with these questions.

Job suWered devastating losses despite being described as a righteous man. 
0is friends tried to eYplain his suWering by suggesting that he must have 
done something wrong.

Their eYplanations were mistaken.

The book of Job does not give readers a simple formula for understanding 
every tragedy.

Instead, it confronts the limits of human understanding and the danger of 
conFdently eYplaining another person9s pain.

A God Who Understands SuPering

There is something distinctive about the Shristian response to suWering.

Shristianity teaches that God entered human history through Jesus 
Shrist.

xccording to the Gospels, Jesus eYperienced hunger, tiredness, re2ection, 
grief, and physical pain.

0e witnessed human suWering and responded with compassion.
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Nhen 0is friend La5arus died, Jesus encountered a grieving family. The 
Gospel of John records that Jesus wept (John 11:36).

This is a striking detail.

Jesus did not treat the family9s sorrow as something unimportant. 0e 
entered into their grief.

The Shristian story goes further.

Jesus was betrayed, un2ustly condemned, beaten, and cruciFed.

SruciFYion was a brutal form of eYecution used by the Roman authorities. 
It involved public humiliation and eYtreme suWering.

Shristians believe that Jesus willingly endured the cross as part of God9s 
plan to reconcile humanity to 0imself.

Ne will eYamine the meaning of 0is death in a later chapter.

Hor now, consider what Shristianity claims about God9s character.

The  God  Shristians  worship  is  revealed  through  someone  who 
eYperienced suWering personally.

This does not eYplain why every tragedy happens.

'ut it presents a God who is acquainted with human pain rather than 
indiWerent to it.

Hor someone struggling with suWering, that distinction may matter.

What About Unanswered Hrayers?

Perhaps you have heard stories about people who prayed during diMcult 
circumstances and eYperienced remarkable answers.
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x sick person recovered. x family received uneYpected Fnancial help. 
Aomeone found a way through a seemingly impossible situation.

Shristians may understand such eYperiences as evidence of God9s care.

'ut what about those who prayed 2ust as sincerely and did not receive the 
outcome they hoped for?

Aome people recover from serious illness, while others die despite receiving 
eYcellent treatment and the prayers of loved ones.

Aome families Fnd Fnancial relief, while others continue struggling for 
years.

It would be wrong to assume that those who suWer simply lacked suMcient 
faith.

The 'ible does not promise that every Shristian will be spared hardship.

The apostle Paul described pleading with God to remove a persistent 
aKiction, yet the answer he received was not the removal he requested (I 
Sorinthians 1I:LH17).

Shristian faith includes trust in God during circumstances that remain 
painful or unresolved.

That trust can be diMcult.

Even  committed  believers  sometimes  eYperience  confusion, 
disappointment, or anger when their prayers seem unanswered.

The 'ible contains prayers of lament that eYpress precisely these feelings.

Haith does not require pretending that suWering is pleasant or that every 
question has been resolved.
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Is There Any fope kor a BroFen World?

If the Shristian story ended with a fallen world and sinful humanity, it 
would oWer little reason for hope.

'ut Shristianity teaches that God has not abandoned 0is creation.

The 'ible presents a larger story of God9s work to restore what has been 
damaged by sin.

xt the center of that story stands Jesus Shrist.

Shristians believe that through 0is death and resurrection, Jesus opened 
the way for forgiveness, reconciliation with God, and the promise of 
eternal life.

The Cew Testament also looks forward to a future in which God will bring 
an end to death, mourning, and suWering.

Revelation I1:4 describes that hope in these words:

“xnd God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain.” (KJV)

This  is  a  promise  within  Shristian  faith,  not  something  we  can 
independently verify by observing the world today.

xnd it does not mean that believers should ignore suWering in the present.

Jesus taught 0is followers to care for people in need. Shristian hope 
should encourage compassion, 2ustice, and practical help rather than 
indiWerence toward those who are hurting.

x person who is hungry needs food. Aomeone who is ill may need medical 
care. x grieving family needs kindness and support.
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Religious eYplanations should never become eYcuses for neglecting human 
needs.

The Question That Leads Us *orward

Ne began this chapter with a diMcult question.

If God is good, why is the world so broken?

Shristianity oWers an understanding of a world aWected by sin, human 
wrongdoing, and the wider brokenness of creation.

It teaches that suWering was never the ultimate purpose of human eYistence 
and that God intends to restore 0is creation.

'ut we must acknowledge that these teachings do not eYplain every painful 
event.

Ne may never know why a particular person suWered or why a particular 
tragedy was not prevented.

Hor some readers, these unanswered questions will remain signiFcant 
obstacles to belief.

That is understandable.

Bet there is another question worth considering.

If God eYists and genuinely cares about humanity, what has 0e done about 
our broken relationship with 0im?

Shristianity points us toward a person who lived approYimately two 
thousand years ago.

0is name was Jesus.

Shristians  believe  that  understanding  who  0e  is  changes  how  we 
understand God, suWering, forgiveness, and the purpose of human life.
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Bou may know 0is name without knowing much about 0is life.

Perhaps you have seen pictures of 0im, heard stories about 0is miracles, 
or encountered 0is teachings through familiar sayings.

'ut who was Jesus really?

Nhy did 0is followers come to believe that 0e was more than an ordinary 
religious teacher?

xnd why does 0is life still matter today?

Those are the questions we will eYplore neYt.
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Part 3: The Person Worth 
Knowing

For centuries, people have asked whether God exists, why human beings 
are here, and why the world contains so much su.eringT

qhese are diPcult fuestionsT Chilosophers have debated them, religious 
teachers have o.ered explanations, and ordinary people have searched Ior 
answersT

Hhristianity makes a remarkable claim about how we can come to know 
GodT

Jt teaches that God has revealed YimselI through a person who lived 
among usT

Yis name is Besus HhristT

6ou may already know something about BesusT Cerhaps you have heard that 
Ye was born in 1ethlehem, perIormed miracles, taught people to love one 
another, and died on a crossT

6ou may regard Yim as a great moral teacher, an important religious Sgure, 
or simply someone who lived long agoT
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1ut the Hhristian understanding oI Besus goes much IurtherT

Hhristians believe that Besus is the Non oI God, who entered human history 
to reveal God?s character and reconcile humanity to YimT

JI  that  claim  is  true,  knowing  who  Besus  is  becomes  essential  to 
understanding HhristianityT

Jn this part oI the book, we will examine Yis liIe, Yis teachings, and the 
extraordinary claims Ye made about YimselIT 2e will explore why Ye was 
cruciSed and why Yis Iollowers came to believe that Ye had risen Irom the 
deadT

2e will distinguish between historical evidence and claims that refuire 
Iaith, while considering what the .ew qestament actually saysT

6ou do not need to accept these belieIs beIore examining themT

For now, J invite you to approach Besus with curiosityT Honsider Yis words, 
observe how Ye treated people, and think about why Yis liIe continues to 
in/uence millions oI people around the worldT

Cerhaps  you will  discover  that  the  most  important  fuestion  about 
Hhristianity is also a deeply personal oneT

2ho is Besus, and what does Ye mean Ior my liIe0
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Chapter 7: A Man Named 
Jesus

“And the Word was made ,eshl and dwegt amonu .s”~ J 1ohn 
:4:( KV1)y

Someone Who Actually Lived

When Co. hear the name 1es.s ihrcstl what ?omes to mcndP

perhabs Co. bc?t.re a man wcth gonu hacr and a Yeardl wearcnu a roYe 
and sandags” fo. maC rememYer ihrcstmas ?egeYratconsl bc?t.res oH 1es.s 
hanucnu on a ?rossl or storces aYo.t Fcm berHormcnu mcra?ges”

Tor manC beobgel 1es.s cs a Hamcgcar name Y.t an .nHamcgcar berson”

kheC vnow that ihrcstcanctC cs ?entered on Fcml Cet theC maC haSe gcttge 
.nderstandcnu oH who Fe wasl where Fe gcSedl or what Fe a?t.aggC ta.uht”

xome maC eSen wonder whether 1es.s reaggC e6csted”
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khe hcstorc?ag e6csten?e oH 1es.s cs wcdegC a??ebted amonu s?hogars who 
st.dC the an?cent worgdl cn?g.dcnu manC who are not ihrcstcans”

khcs does not mean hcstorcans auree wcth eSerC ?gacm made aYo.t Fcm cn 
the QcYge” R.estcons aYo.t Fcs mcra?gesl dcScne cdentctCl and res.rre?tcon 
cnSogSe addctconag hcstorc?ag and theogouc?ag ?onscderatcons”

Q.t there cs stronu hcstorc?ag s.bbort Hor the e6csten?e oH a 1ewcsh tea?her 
named 1es.s who gcSed cn the Grst ?ent.rC and was e6e?.ted .nder Ioman 
a.thorctC”

ko .nderstand ihrcstcanctCl we sho.gd Yeucn YC meetcnu 1es.s wcthcn the 
worgd cn whc?h Fe gcSed”

The World Into Which Jesus Was Born

1es.s gcSed abbro6cmategC two tho.sand Cears auo cn a reucon that cn?g.ded 
Eagcgee and 1.deal areas now asso?cated wcth modern Msraeg and the 
pagestcncan terrctorces”

At that tcmel the reucon was .nder Ioman domcnatcon”

khe Ioman Lmbcre ?ontrogged Sast terrctorces aro.nd the Nedcterranean” 
Mts r.gers macntacned a.thorctC thro.uh mcgctarC bowerl ta6atconl and go?ag 
bogctc?ag arranuements”

Tor ordcnarC beobgel gcHe ?o.gd Ye dcz?.gt”

Nost  beobge  worved  cn  aurc?.gt.rel  Gshcnul  tradel  or  other  Horms 
oH man.ag gaYor” Tamcgces debended on thecr dacgC earncnus and the 
brod.?tcSctC oH the gand”

Weagth and bogctc?ag cn,.en?e were ?on?entrated amonu regatcSegC smagg 
uro.bsl whcge manC ordcnarC beobge gcSed wcth e?onomc? .n?ertacntC”

Iegcucon was deebgC woSen cnto 1ewcsh so?cetC”
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khe  1ewcsh  beobge  worshcbed  the  Eod  oH  Msraeg  and  reuarded  the 
FeYrew x?rcbt.res as sa?red” khecr regcuco.s gcHe cn?g.ded braCerl HestcSagsl 
sCnauou.e  uathercnusl  andl  Hor  manCl  bcgurcmaue  to  the  kembge  cn 
1er.sagem”

kheC agso ?arrced a gonu hcstorC oH bromcses re?orded cn thecr x?rcbt.res”

Amonu these was the e6be?tatcon that Eod wo.gd a?t to degcSer and restore 
Fcs beobge”

xome 1ews hobed Hor a Nesscahl an anocnted Gu.re thro.uh whom 
Eod wo.gd H.gGgg Fcs b.rboses” L6be?tatcons dc5eredl and not eSerCone 
cmaucned the Nesscah cn the same waC”

Mt was wcthcn thcs regcuco.s and bogctc?ag enScronment that 1es.s abbeared”

A Childhood About Which We Know Little

A??ordcnu to the Eosbegs oH Natthew and '.vel 1es.s was Yorn cn 
Qethgehem d.rcnu the bercod asso?cated wcth Ferod the Ereat”

Qoth Eosbegs des?rcYe Fcs mother as NarC and cdentcHC 1osebh as the man 
who racsed Fcm”

kheC agso bresent Fcs Ycrth as e6traordcnarCl tea?hcnu that NarC ?on?ecSed 
1es.s thro.uh the worv oH the FogC xbcrct”

khcs cs a ?entrag ihrcstcan YegceHl agtho.uh ct cs not somethcnu hcstorcans 
?an cndebendentgC estaYgcsh thro.uh ordcnarC hcstorc?ag methods”

1es.s urew .b cn Oaqarethl a town cn Eagcgee”

khe Eosbegs broScde regatcSegC gcttge cnHormatcon aYo.t Fcs ?hcgdhood”

'.ve re?ords an o??ascon when 1es.sl at twegSe Cears ogdl Scscted 1er.sagem 
wcth Fcs HamcgC and was Ho.nd dcs?.sscnu regcuco.s matters wcth tea?hers 
at the kembge”
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QeCond s.?h a??o.ntsl the detacgs oH Fcs eargC gcHe remacn garuegC .nvnown”

Narv 34B reHers to 1es.s as a ?arbenterl .scnu a Ereev word that ?an des?rcYe 
a ?raHtsman or Y.cgder”

khcs s.uuests that Fe was asso?cated wcth ordcnarC man.ag worv YeHore 
Yeucnncnu Fcs b.Ygc? mcncstrC”

khat detacg cs worth ?onscdercnu”

khe berson who wo.gd Ye?ome the ?entrag Gu.re oH ihrcstcanctC sbent 
m.?h oH Fcs eargC gcHe cn a regatcSegC .nremarvaYge settcnu”

Fe dcd not urow .b as a Ioman emberor or a weagthC bogctc?ag r.ger”

Fcs b.Ygc? cn,.en?e Yeuan cn a worgd oH Scggauesl worvcnu Hamcgcesl and 
eSerCdaC str.uuges”

The Beginning of His Public Ministry

khe Eosbegs des?rcYe 1es.s Yeucnncnu Fcs b.Ygc? mcncstrC cn ?onne?tcon 
wcth 1ohn the Qabtcst”

1ohn was a 1ewcsh brea?her who ?agged beobge to rebentan?e and Yabtcqed 
them cn the 1ordan IcSer”

Fcs messaue .rued beobge to t.rn awaC Hrom wronudocnu and brebare Hor 
Eod0s ?omcnu a?tcon”

1es.s ?ame to 1ohn and was Yabtcqed”

khe  Eosbeg  a??o.nts  atta?h  theogouc?ag  scuncG?an?e  to  thcs  eSentl 
bresentcnu ct as an cmbortant moment cn the Yeucnncnu oH 1es.s0 mcncstrC”

AHterwardl 1es.s Yeuan traSegcnu thro.uh Eagcgeel tea?hcnu cn sCnauou.es 
and sbeavcnu to ?rowds”

Fcs messaue cn?g.ded a strcvcnu anno.n?ement”
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Mn Narv :4:7l 1es.s bro?gacmed4

“khe tcme cs H.gGggedl and the vcnudom oH Eod cs at hand4 rebent Cel and 
YegceSe the uosbeg”~ KV1)y

khe e6bresscon vcnudom oH Eod cs cmbortant Hor .nderstandcnu 1es.s”

Fe was sbeavcnu aYo.t Eod0s recun and the H.gGggment oH Eod0s b.rbosesl 
rather than scmbgC anno.n?cnu the estaYgcshment oH another earthgC 
bogctc?ag vcnudom”

Fcs tea?hcnu ?agged beobge to re?onscder thecr regatconshcb wcth Eod and 
the waC theC gcSed”

1es.s agso uathered Hoggowers”

Amonu them were Gshermenl cn?g.dcnu xcmon peter and hcs Yrother 
Andrewl as wegg as 1ames and 1ohn”

jther Hoggowers ?ame Hrom dc5erent Ya?vuro.ndsl cn?g.dcnu Natthewl 
who cs des?rcYed cn the Eosbeg tradctcon as a ta6 ?ogge?tor”

khese dcs?cbges wo.gd Ye?ome cmbortant wctnesses to 1es.s0 gcHe and 
tea?hcnu wcthcn the ihrcstcan tradctcon”

A Teacher Who Spoke to Ordinary People

1es.s Hre8.entgC ta.uht thro.uh storces and cgg.stratcons drawn Hrom 
eSerCdaC gcHe”

Fe sbove aYo.t Harmers sowcnu seedsl shebherds sear?hcnu Hor gost sheebl 
Hamcgces ?egeYratcnul embgoCers baCcnu worversl and necuhYors hegbcnu one 
another”

khese storcesl ?ommongC ?agged baraYgesl .sed Hamcgcar e6bercen?es to 
?omm.nc?ate deeber sbcrct.ag tr.ths”
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ionscder the baraYge oH the Eood xamarctan cn '.ve :9”

1es.s des?rcYed a man who was atta?ved YC roYYers and geHt cn-.red Yescde 
a road”

kwo regcuco.s Gu.res  bassed YC wctho.t hegbcnu hcm” A xamarctanl 
Yegonucnu to a ?omm.nctC wcth a hcstorC oH tenscon wcth the 1ewsl stobbed 
to ?are Hor the cn-.red man”

khe storC ?haggenued ass.mbtcons aYo.t who sho.gd Ye reuarded as a 
necuhYor”

1es.s ta.uht that uen.cne goSe ?o.gd re8.cre bra?tc?ag ?ombasscon toward 
someone o.tscde one0s own so?cag or regcuco.s uro.b”

Mn another baraYgel oHten ?agged the prodcuag xonl 1es.s des?rcYed a Co.nuer 
son who wasted hcs cnherctan?e and eSent.aggC ret.rned home cn dcsura?e”

Mnstead oH re-e?tcnu hcml hcs Hather weg?omed hcm wcth ?ombasscon”

khe storC agso cn?g.ded an ogder Yrother who str.uuged to a??ebt the 
Hather0s uenerosctC”

khro.uh  these  ?hara?tersl  1es.s  e6bgored  rebentan?el  HorucSenessl 
resentmentl and the s.rbrcscnu uenerosctC oH Eod”

x.?h tea?hcnus  remacn .nderstandaYge  a?ross  ?.gt.res  Ye?a.se theC 
address e6bercen?es that beobge ?ontcn.e to re?ouncqe”

Tamcgces stcgg e6bercen?e ?on,c?t” peobge stcgg str.uuge wcth brcde and 
resentment” A?ts oH vcndness ?an stcgg ?ross so?cag Yo.ndarces”

1es.s .sed ordcnarC sct.atcons to racse 8.estcons aYo.t how beobge sho.gd 
gcSe YeHore Eod”
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The People Jesus Chose to Notice

jne oH the most strcvcnu Heat.res oH the Eosbeg a??o.nts cs the attentcon 
1es.s uaSe to beobge who were oHten oSergooved or re-e?ted”

Fe asso?cated wcth ta6 ?ogge?tors and beobge b.Ygc?gC reuarded as scnners”

Fe to.?hed beobge s.5ercnu Hrom dcseases that ?o.gd ?arrC so?cag stcuma” 
Fe weg?omed ?hcgdren when Fcs dcs?cbges attembted to t.rn them awaC”

Fe agso enuaued serco.sgC wcth women cn a so?cetC where b.Ygc? regcuco.s 
a.thorctC was garuegC hegd YC men”

khese en?o.nters sho.gd Ye .nderstood wcthcn thecr hcstorc?ag settcnu 
rather than treated as eScden?e that eSerC so?cag dcstcn?tcon oH the an?cent 
worgd dcsabbeared”

OeSerthegessl the Eosbegs rebeatedgC bortraC 1es.s showcnu ?ombasscon 
toward beobge whose ?cr?.mstan?es made them S.gneraYge”

Mn Narv H4:2l 1es.s e6bgacned Fcs asso?catcon wcth scnners YC ?ombarcnu 
Fcs mcsscon to that oH a bhCsc?can attendcnu to the sc?v”

Fcs  messaue  was  ?gosegC  ?onne?ted to  the  need Hor  rebentan?e  and 
re?on?cgcatcon wcth Eod”

Fe dcd not scmbgC tegg beobge that eSerC ?hoc?e theC made was a??ebtaYge”

Fe ?agged beobge to ?hanue whcge treatcnu them as worthC oH attentcon and 
?ombasscon”

khcs ?omYcnatcon oH morag serco.sness and bersonag mer?C Ye?ame a 
deGncnu Heat.re oH Fcs mcncstrC”
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More Than a Moral Teacher?

MH 1es.s had ongC ta.uht beobge to Ye vcndl HorucSe othersl and ?are Hor the 
boorl Fe mcuht stcgg Ye rememYered as an cn,.entcag morag tea?her”

Q.t the Eosbegs bresent Fcm mavcnu ?gacms that uo ?onscderaYgC H.rther”

Fe sbove wcth .n.s.ag a.thorctC aYo.t Eod0s vcnudoml HorucSenessl and 
the meancnu oH the 1ewcsh x?rcbt.res”

Mn Narv Hl 1es.s de?gared a baragCqed man0s scns HorucSen”

xome regcuco.s tea?hers 8.estconed how Fe ?o.gd mave s.?h a statementl 
scn?e HorucSeness oH scns .gtcmategC Yegonus to Eod”

khe a??o.nt then des?rcYes 1es.s heagcnu the man as a demonstratcon oH 
Fcs a.thorctC”

Mn 1ohn :(43l 1es.s togd Fcs dcs?cbges4

“M am the waCl the tr.thl and the gcHe4 no man ?ometh .nto the Tatherl Y.t 
YC me”~ KV1)y

khcs cs an e6?g.scSe ?gacm aYo.t Fcs roge cn Yrcnucnu beobge to Eod”

ihrcstcans .nderstand s.?h bassaues as reSeagcnu that 1es.s was more than 
a brobhet or ethc?ag tea?her”

kheC YegceSe Fe cs the xon oH Eod and that Eod has .nc8.egC reSeaged 
FcmsegH thro.uh Fcm”

khese are theogouc?ag ?gacms that deserSe ?areH.g ?onscderatcon”

A berson maC admcre 1es.s0 morag tea?hcnus whcge remacncnu .n?onScn?ed 
aYo.t Fcs dcScne cdentctC”

Q.t  .nderstandcnu  ihrcstcanctC  re8.cres  e6amcncnu  what  the  Oew 
kestament a?t.aggC ?gacms aYo.t Fcm”

29



We ?annot H.ggC .nderstand the ihrcstcan Hacth YC red.?cnu 1es.s to 
someone who meregC en?o.raued beobge to Ye nc?e to one another”

What Do We Know from Historical Sources?

Nost oH o.r detacged cnHormatcon aYo.t 1es.s ?omes Hrom the Ho.r 
?anonc?ag Eosbegs4 Natthewl Narvl '.vel and 1ohn”

khese wrctcnus were brod.?ed YC eargC ihrcstcans cn the Grst ?ent.rCl 
wcth s?hogars deYatcnu thecr bre?cse datesl a.thorshcbl and regatconshcbs to 
eargcer tradctcons”

kheC are an?cent a??o.nts wrctten to ?omm.nc?ate the scuncG?an?e oH 
1es.s0 gcHe and mcncstrC”

kheC ?ontacn hcstorc?ag matercagl Y.t theC are agso theogouc?ag worvs 
cntended to e6bress Hacth cn 1es.s”

Fcstorcans  thereHore  e6amcne  them  .scnu  methods  abbrobrcate  to 
an?cent so.r?esl ?onscdercnu thecr hcstorc?ag ?onte6tl gcterarC Heat.resl and 
regatconshcbs to other eScden?e”

khere are agso reHeren?es to 1es.s o.tscde the Oew kestament”

khe 1ewcsh hcstorcan 1osebh.sl wrctcnu cn the gate Grst ?ent.rCl mentconed 
1es.s” jne bassaue aYo.t 1es.s ?ontacns wordcnu that manC s?hogars 
YegceSe was modcGed YC gater ihrcstcan ?obCcstsl agtho.uh a hcstorc?ag ?ore 
cs wcdegC ?onscdered bga.scYge”

khe Ioman hcstorcan ka?ct.sl wrctcnu cn the eargC se?ond ?ent.rCl reHerred 
to ihrcst.s Yecnu e6e?.ted d.rcnu the recun oH Lmberor kcYerc.s .nder 
pontc.s pcgate”

khese reHeren?es are YrceH” kheC do not cndebendentgC SercHC the mcra?ges 
or res.rre?tcon des?rcYed cn the Eosbegs”
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kheC dol howeSerl ?ontrcY.te to the hcstorc?ag eScden?e that 1es.s e6csted 
and was e6e?.ted .nder Ioman a.thorctC”

khe hcstorc?ag st.dC oH 1es.s cs a serco.s Gegd oH s?hogarshcb cnSogScnu Yoth 
ihrcstcan and nonJihrcstcan resear?hers”

Whcge  s?hogars  dcsauree  aYo.t  manC  detacgsl  the  Yroad  o.tgcne  oH 
Fcs e6csten?el 1ewcsh settcnul b.Ygc? mcncstrCl and ?r.?cG6con cs wegg 
estaYgcshed”

How Did One Life Change So Much?

1es.s dcd not ?ommand a Ioman armC or uoSern a ureat embcre”

Fcs b.Ygc? mcncstrC abbears to haSe gasted ongC a regatcSegC short bercodl 
?ommongC estcmated at ro.uhgC one to three Cears”

Fe sbent m.?h oH that tcme tea?hcnu cn Eagcgee and 1.dea”

fet wcthcn de?ades oH Fcs deathl ?omm.nctces deSoted to Fcm had 
emerued a?ross barts oH the Ioman Lmbcre”

Fcs Hoggowers bro?gacmed that Fe had rcsen Hrom the dead and that 
sagSatcon was aSacgaYge thro.uh Fcm”

kheC ?arrced thcs messaue YeCond cts orcucnag 1ewcsh settcnul rea?hcnu 
beobge Hrom dc5erent ?.gt.res and Ya?vuro.nds”

jSer the ?ent.rcesl  ihrcstcanctC sbread thro.uh mcssconarC a?tcSctCl 
bersonag regatconshcbsl cnstct.tconsl mcuratconl and bogctc?ag bower” Mts 
hcstorC cn?g.des e6traordcnarC a?ts oH serSc?e as wegg as ebcsodes oH ?oer?conl 
Scogen?el and serco.s wronudocnu”

khat ?ombgc?ated hcstorC sho.gd Ye a?vnowgedued honestgC”

ihrcstcan  YegceHs  haSe  cn,.en?ed  ed.?atconl  ?harctaYge  worvl  artl 
gcterat.rel m.sc?l and morag dcs?.sscons cn manC so?cetces”
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kodaCl  beobge  Hrom wcdegC dc5erent ?.gt.res  cdentcHC  themsegSes  as 
Hoggowers oH 1es.s”

Fcs cn,.en?e has e6tended Har YeCond the reucon where Fe gcSed”

Q.t wcdesbread cn,.en?e does not a.tomatc?aggC broSe that someone0s 
regcuco.s ?gacms are tr.e”

khe cmbortant 8.estcon cs what made 1es.s0 Hoggowers so ?onScn?ed that 
Fcs gcHe and death had e6traordcnarC scuncG?an?e”

khecr answer ?entered on who theC YegceSed Fe was”

The Question We Cannot Avoid

At thcs bocntl Co. maC reuard 1es.s as an cnterestcnu hcstorc?ag Gu.re”

perhabs Co. abbre?cate Fcs ?on?ern Hor ordcnarC beobge or Gnd some oH 
Fcs tea?hcnus worth ?onscdercnu”

fo. maC agso remacn .n?ertacn aYo.t the s.bernat.rag ?gacms asso?cated 
wcth Fcs gcHe”

khat cs .nderstandaYge”

Fcstorc?ag cnSestcuatcon ?an hegb estaYgcsh the settcnu cn whc?h 1es.s gcSed 
and broScde eScden?e aYo.t cmbortant eSents cn Fcs gcHe”

Q.t ihrcstcanctC asvs .s to ?onscder somethcnu YeCond the Ha?t that Fe 
e6csted”

Mt ?gacms that thro.uh 1es.sl Eod has reSeaged FcmsegH to h.manctC”

MH that ?gacm cs tr.el 1es.s deserSes more than ?as.ag hcstorc?ag cnterest”

Fe wo.gd haSe somethcnu cmbortant to saC aYo.t the b.rbose oH Co.r 
e6csten?el Co.r regatconshcb wcth Eodl and what habbens YeCond thcs gcHe”
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We sho.gd thereHore e6amcne Fcs words and a?tcons more ?gosegC”

WhC dcd Fe ?haggenue resbe?ted regcuco.s geadersP WhC dcd beobge who 
Hegt re-e?ted YC so?cetC Gnd themsegSes drawn to FcmP WhC dcd Fe sbeav 
aYo.t HorucSeness wcth s.?h a.thorctCP

And whC dcd Fe mave ?gacms aYo.t FcmsegH that ?ontcn.e to broSove 
deYateP

khese  8.estcons  wcgg  hegb .s  .nderstand whC 1es.s  remacns  s.?h a 
scuncG?ant Gu.re”

Mn the ne6t ?habterl we wcgg e6bgore what made Fcs tea?hcnus and a?tcons 
so dcstcn?tcSel and whC ihrcstcans YegceSe that vnowcnu 1es.s ?an ?hanue 
the waC we .nderstand Eod”
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Chapter 8: What Made 
Jesus Different?

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” ~ Luke 19:10 (KJV)

The People Nobody Wanted to Be Around

Every society has people who are admired and people who are avoided.

Some are respected because of their  wealth,  education,  position,  or 
reputation. Others xnd themselves eTcluded because of their past mistakes, 
social circumstances, or the way people perceive them.

Rhis was true in the time of Jesus.

geliCious leaders held considerable in7uence within Jewish communities. 
5ertain occupations carried social stiCma, and people suGerinC from 
particular illnesses could eTperience isolation.
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Rhe Hospels repeatedly describe Jesus interactinC with people who were 
reCarded as undesirable or unworthy of attention.

One eTample involves a taT collector named Bacchaeus.

RaT collectors workinC within the goman system were often disliked 
because of  their  association with foreiCn rule  and the potential  for 
eTploitation.

WccordinC to Luke 19, Bacchaeus was a wealthy chief taT collector who 
wanted to see Jesus as Ye passed throuCh Jericho.

'ecause he was short and could not see over the crowd, Bacchaeus climbed 
a tree.

qhen Jesus reached the place, Ye looked up and told Bacchaeus that Ye 
intended to stay at his house.

Rhe crowd was unhappy. Rhey complained that Jesus had chosen to be the 
Cuest of a sinner.

Iet Jesus did not allow their disapproval to determine how Ye treated 
Bacchaeus.

Rhe encounter led Bacchaeus to declare that he would Cive half his 
possessions to the poor and repay fourfold anyone he had cheated.

Jesus responded by announcinC that salvation had come to his house.

Rhe story illustrates somethinC important about Jesus6  approach to 
people.

Ye was willinC to associate with someone who had a damaCed reputation, 
while also takinC wronCdoinC seriously.

Yis  compassion  did  not  re4uire  pretendinC  that  dishonesty  was 
acceptable. Mt opened the way for repentance and meaninCful chanCe.
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Compassion That Crossed Boundaries

Wnother strikinC encounter appears in John P.

Jesus was travelinC throuCh Samaria when Ye stopped at a well and spoke 
with a Samaritan woman.

Ro appreciate the siCnixcance of this conversation, we need to understand 
that Jews and Samaritans had lonCstandinC reliCious and social tensions.

Rhe woman herself eTpressed surprise that Jesus, a Jewish man, would ask 
her for water.

Rheir conversation moved beyond the immediate need for a drink.

Jesus spoke about livinC water, usinC the imaCe to introduce the spiritual 
life Ye oGered.

Ye also discussed the woman6s personal circumstances and 4uestions 
about worship.

Rhe account presents Jesus treatinC her as someone capable of enCaCinC 
seriously with spiritual truth.

She later returned to her town and told others about Yim.

Rhe story  is  siCnixcant  because  Jesus  crossed  a  social  and reliCious 
boundary that miCht otherwise have prevented the conversation.

Ye did not limit Yis attention to people who already belonCed to Yis 
immediate community.

Rhis concern for outsiders appears throuChout the Hospels.

Jesus welcomed children, responded to people suGerinC from illness, and 
showed compassion toward those whom others overlooked.
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Mn Luke Z, Ye encountered a funeral procession for the only son of a 
widow.

Rhe account says that Jesus was moved with compassion for her.

Mn the society of that time, a widow who lost her only son could face both 
emotional devastation and serious economic vulnerability.

Rhe Hospel describes Jesus restorinC the younC man to life.

qhether a reader accepts the miracle as historical will depend partly 
on how they evaluate the Hospel6s  testimony and the possibility of 
supernatural events.

'ut the account clearly communicates how the Hospel writer understood 
Jesus.

Yis attention was drawn to a CrievinC woman whose suGerinC mattered.

Love That Goes Beyond What Is Easy

2any people aCree that we should love our families, care for our friends, 
and treat others kindly.

Jesus tauCht these thinCs, but some of Yis instructions went considerably 
further.

Mn 2atthew A:PP, Ye said:

“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do Cood to them that hate 
you.” (KJV)

Rhis is a demandinC teachinC.

Mt is relatively easy to be kind to people who appreciate us. LovinC someone 
who has treated us unfairly is much more di-cult.
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Jesus challenCed Yis listeners to eTtend love beyond the people who could 
repay their kindness.

Ye also warned aCainst performinC Cood deeds merely to receive public 
admiration.

Mn 2atthew 8, Ye tauCht that acts of Cenerosity and prayer should not 
become performances desiCned to impress others.

Rhese teachinCs addressed the motives behind outward behavior.

W person miCht appear Cenerous while secretly cravinC recoCnition. 
Someone miCht follow reliCious rules while treatinC other people with 
contempt.

Jesus repeatedly challenCed this separation between outward appearances 
and inward attitudes.

Ye tauCht that Cenuine riChteousness involves the heart.

Rhis does not mean 5hristians always succeed in livinC accordinC to Yis 
instructions.

Yistory and everyday eTperience provide ample evidence that people who 
identify as 5hristians can fail badly.

'ut the teachinCs themselves remain challenCinC.

Rhey ask us to eTamine the reasons behind our actions and the way we treat 
people who cannot oGer us anythinC in return.

The Dicfult Business oF gorHiveness

2ost of us understand the importance of forCiveness until  we have 
somethinC serious to forCive.
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qhen someone betrays our trust, humiliates us, or causes lastinC harm, 
forCiveness can become complicated.

qe may want an apoloCy, an eTplanation, or some assurance that the 
wronCdoinC will never happen aCain.

Sometimes those thinCs never come.

Jesus placed Creat importance on forCiveness.

qhen zeter asked how often he should forCive someone who sinned 
aCainst him, Jesus answered with an eTpression indicatinC forCiveness 
beyond a small, xTed number of occasions (2atthew 1?:N1jNN).

Ye then told a parable about a servant who received eTtraordinary mercy 
from his master but refused to show mercy to someone who owed him a 
much smaller amount.

Rhe story challenCed people who wanted to receive forCiveness while 
withholdinC it from others.

Jesus connected human forCiveness with the mercy of Hod.

Yowever,  Yis  teachinC should not  be used to pressure  people  into 
remaininC in abusive or danCerous situations.

ForCiveness does not eliminate the need for accountability, appropriate 
boundaries, or protection from further harm. geconciliation re4uires 
more than one person6s willinCness to forCive.

Rhe Hospels also show Jesus confrontinC wronCdoinC directly.

Yis messaCe combined mercy with a call to repentance.

Rhat combination is important because forCiveness in 5hristianity is 
closely connected to the belief that Hod oGers mercy to people who have 
sinned.
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Wnd that brinCs us to one of Jesus6 most eTtraordinary claims.

Who Sas the Authority to gorHive ?insJ

MmaCine someone tellinC you that your sins have been forCiven.

Iou miCht appreciate the reassurance, but you would probably wonder 
what authority that person had to make such a declaration.

Mf you had wronCed another human beinC, you would understand why 
that person miCht forCive you.

'ut what about wronCdoinC aCainst Hod3

Mn 2ark N, Jesus encountered a paralyUed man whose friends had brouCht 
him for healinC.

'efore addressinC the man6s physical condition, Jesus said:

“Son, thy sins be forCiven thee.” (2ark N:A, KJV)

Some reliCious teachers who were present 4uestioned Yis words.

Rhey understood forCiveness of sins as belonCinC ultimately to Hod.

Jesus responded by askinC whether it was easier to declare forCiveness or 
command the man to rise and walk.

Rhe account then describes Yim healinC the man as a demonstration of 
Yis authority.

Rhis incident reveals why Jesus was controversial.

Ye spoke and acted with an authority that went beyond what people 
ordinarily eTpected from a reliCious teacher.

5hristians understand this event as evidence of Yis uni4ue identity and 
authority to forCive sins.
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Others may interpret the account diGerently or 4uestion whether the 
reported miracle occurred.

Hevertheless, the claim deserves attention.

Jesus was presentinC Yimself as someone with a special role in restorinC 
the relationship between human beinCs and Hod.

Resus and the UeliHious Leaders

Jesus6 stronCest criticisms were sometimes directed toward people who 
were hiChly respected for their reliCious knowledCe.

Rhe Hospels describe disaCreements between Jesus and various reliCious 
leaders, includinC some zharisees and scribes.

Rhese Croups should not be treated as uniformly corrupt or hypocritical. 
Rhey represented diverse traditions within xrstjcentury Judaism, and 
some individuals enCaCed positively with Jesus.

Rhe disaCreements often concerned how Hod6s law should be understood 
and practiced.

Jesus criticiUed reliCious behavior that emphasiUed outward appearances 
while neClectinC Iustice, mercy, and faithfulness.

Mn 2atthew NJ:NJ, Ye challenCed leaders who carefully observed certain 
reliCious obliCations while overlookinC matters Ye considered weiChtier.

Yis concern was that reliCious practice could become disconnected from 
the character and purposes of Hod.

Rhis remains a relevant warninC.

W person can attend reliCious services, know sacred teTts, and follow 
established customs while still treatinC others poorly.
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Jesus tauCht that outward reliCious behavior should re7ect Cenuine 
devotion to Hod.

For  someone  who  has  encountered  hypocrisy  within  reliCious 
communities, these passaCes may be surprisinC.

Jesus Yimself confronted forms of reliCious hypocrisy.

Ye did not suCCest that reliCious knowledCe or public respectability 
automatically made someone riChteous before Hod.

The Claim That ChanHed EverythinH

Kp to this point, we have considered Jesus6 compassion, moral teachinCs, 
and authority.

'ut 5hristianity rests on a claim far Creater than Yis ability to teach wisely 
or treat people kindly.

Mt teaches that Jesus has a uni4ue relationship with Hod the Father and 
that Ye is Yimself divine.

Rhe Hospel of John beCins with a remarkable statement about the qord, 
whom the Hospel identixes with Jesus:

“Mn the beCinninC was the qord, and the qord was with Hod, and the 
qord was Hod.” (John 1:1, KJV)

Later, John declares that the qord became 7esh and lived amonC human 
beinCs.

5hristians understand these passaCes as teachinC that Jesus is Hod the Son, 
who entered human history.

Rhis belief is central to the 5hristian doctrine of the Rrinity, which teaches 
that there is one Hod eternally eTistinC as Father, Son, and Yoly Spirit.
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Rhe doctrine does not claim that 5hristians worship three separate Cods.

Mt attempts to eTpress the biblical teachinC about Hod6s unity and the 
divine identity of the Father, Son, and Yoly Spirit.

For someone unfamiliar with 5hristianity, this may sound di-cult to 
understand.

Rhat is reasonable. 5hristians themselves have spent centuries discussinC 
how best to eTpress these beliefs.

'ut the essential claim is clear.

5hristianity teaches that in Jesus, Hod came near to humanity in a uni4ue 
and personal way.

Why Would God Come to MsJ

Mf Hod eTists, we miCht imaCine that human beinCs must somehow work 
their way toward Yim.

zerhaps we need to become morally perfect, perform enouCh reliCious 
duties, or accumulate su-cient Cood deeds to earn Yis acceptance.

5hristianity presents a diGerent understandinC.

Mt teaches that Hod took the initiative to reach humanity throuCh Jesus 
5hrist.

Mn John J:18, one of the 'ible6s bestjknown verses, we read:

“For Hod so loved the world, that he Cave his only beCotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlastinC life.” 
(KJV)

Rhis verse introduces several important 5hristian beliefs.
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Hod loves the world. Jesus is described as Hod6s Son. Eternal life is oGered 
throuCh faith in Yim.

Rhe verse also suCCests that humanity faces a serious spiritual problem.

Mf people need salvation, what are they beinC saved from3

Mf Hod loves human beinCs, why is reconciliation necessary3

Wnd if Jesus came to brinC people back to Hod, why did Yis mission lead 
to Yis death on a cross3

Rhese 4uestions take us toward the heart of 5hristianity.

What kaKes Resus Worth wno-inHJ

Iou may admire Jesus6 compassion without acceptinC Yis claims about 
Hod.

Iou may aCree with Yis teachinCs about forCiveness while xndinC the idea 
of Yis divinity di-cult to believe.

Rhat is a reasonable distinction to make.

'ut as we eTamine the Hospel accounts, it becomes increasinCly di-cult 
to separate Jesus6 moral teachinC from Yis understandinC of Yis own 
mission.

Ye called people to repent, announced the kinCdom of Hod, claimed 
authority  to forCive  sins,  and spoke of  Yimself  as  havinC a  uni4ue 
relationship with the Father.

Ye also invited people to follow Yim.

Yis invitation went beyond aCreeinC with a set of moral principles. Mt 
involved trustinC Yim and allowinC Yis teachinC to shape the direction 
of their lives.
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For 5hristians, Jesus matters because they believe Ye reveals what Hod is 
like and makes reconciliation with Hod possible.

Yis compassion shows Hod6s concern for people. Yis teachinCs reveal 
Hod6s moral purposes. Yis death and resurrection stand at the center of 
the 5hristian messaCe of salvation.

Iou may not yet believe these claims.

'ut perhaps you can beCin to see why 5hristians reCard Jesus as more than 
an inspirinC historical xCure.

Rhere is still an important 4uestion we need to eTplore.

Mf Jesus came to brinC people into a relationship with Hod, what prevents 
that relationship from beinC what it should be3

qhy does 5hristianity insist that every human beinC needs forCiveness3

Wnd why did Jesus speak so seriously about the condition of the human 
heart3

Ro understand Yis mission, we must xrst understand what Ye tauCht 
about ourselves.
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Chapter 9: What Jesus 
Said About the Human 

Heart

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” ~ 
Romans 3:23 (KJV)

I'm a Good Person. Isn't That Enough?

If someone asked whether you were a good person, how would you 
answer?

You might say that you try your best. You work honestly, care for your 
family, pay your bills, and avoid deliberately hurting other people.

You have made mistakes, of course. Everyone has. But you have never 
committed a serious crime, and you generally try to treat people fairly.

Surely that counts for something.
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It does. Kindness, honesty, and responsibility are valuable qualities. Our 
choices aCect other people, and a society in which people behave decently 
is better for everyone.

But Ahristianity raises a question that goes beyond whether we are 
reasonably good people.

Tre we living in the right relationship with God?

xhis may seem like an unusual question if you have never thought much 
about religion.

You might wonder why God would be dissatisMed with someone who 
works hard, treats others well, and tries to live an honorable life.

xo understand the Ahristian answer, we need to eWamine what Jesus taught 
about the human heart.

The DicerenBe wetAeen pRRearanBe and leayitb

jost of us know how to present ourselves in a favorable light.

5e want others to see us as responsible, trustworthy, and considerate. 5e 
usually prefer to keep our less admirable thoughts and actions private.

Sometimes the person others see is quite diCerent from the person we 
know ourselves to be.

5e may congratulate a colleague on a promotion while privately feeling 
Healous. 5e may help someone while hoping they will remember our 
generosity. 5e may speak politely to a person we secretly dislike.

xhese eWperiences are familiar because human motives are complicated.

Jesus paid particular attention to this diCerence between outward behavior 
and inward attitudes.
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In the Sermon on the jount, recorded in jatthew ' through 7, Pe 
challenged Pis listeners to consider the intentions behind their actions.

Pe taught that anger and contempt deserve serious moral attention, even 
when they do not lead to physical violence. Pe also addressed lustful 
intentions, dishonesty, retaliation, and the desire for public admiration.

Pis teaching went beyond following rules that other people could observe.

In jatthew ':28, for eWample, Jesus warned about looking at another 
person with lustful intent.

Pis concern was that wrongdoing can begin within our thoughts and 
desires, long before it becomes visible through our actions.

xhis does not mean that every unwanted thought makes someone guilty 
of deliberately choosing evil. xhere is a diCerence between eWperiencing a 
thought and willingly embracing a harmful intention.

But Jesusz teaching challenges the idea that our outward behavior tells the 
whole story about our moral condition.

The Profyem oS Pride

Lride can be di1cult to recogni9e because it does not always appear as 
obvious arrogance.

Sometimes it takes the form of quietly believing that we are better than 
other people.

5e may look down on someone who has made poor decisions. 5e may 
assume that our opinions are more reasonable than everyone elsezs. 5e may 
Mnd it di1cult to apologi9e because admitting wrongdoing threatens the 
image we have of ourselves.

Jesus addressed this attitude through a parable recorded in -uke 08.
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xwo men went to the xemple to pray.

One was a Lharisee, a member of a Jewish religious movement known 
for its concern with religious observance. xhe other was a taW collector, 
someone whose occupation could carry a poor reputation.

xhe Lharisee thanked God that he was unlike other people. Pe pointed 
to his religious practices and compared himself favorably with the taW 
collector.

xhe  taW  collector  stood  at  a  distance  and  asked  God  for  mercy, 
acknowledging that he was a sinner.

Jesus said that the taW collector went home HustiMed rather than the 
Lharisee.

xhe point was not that religious discipline or moral behavior had no value.

Jesus was challenging the attitude of self;righteousness.

xhe Lharisee trusted in his own goodness and looked down on another 
person. xhe taW collector recogni9ed his need for mercy.

xhis distinction lies close to the heart of Ahristianity.

xhe Bible teaches that our relationship with God cannot be established 
through a favorable comparison with other human beings.

Being better behaved than someone else does not make us morally perfect.

The WeyNshness Me PreSer Cot to CotiBe

SelMshness is another problem that can be easier to recogni9e in others than 
in ourselves.

5e notice when someone interrupts us, ignores our needs, or eWpects 
special treatment.
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But we may overlook similar behavior in our own lives.

Lerhaps we become impatient when someone needs our attention at 
an inconvenient moment. 5e may resent having to make sacriMces for 
another person. Sometimes we make decisions primarily for our own 
beneMt without seriously considering their eCect on others.

xhese tendencies do not mean that human beings are incapable of genuine 
love.

Leople regularly make eWtraordinary sacriMces for their families, friends, 
and even strangers.

But our capacity for goodness eWists alongside a tendency to place ourselves 
at the center of our concerns.

Jesus challenged this self;centeredness.

5hen asked about the greatest commandment, Pe answered that people 
should love God with all their heart, soul, and mind.

Pe then added a second commandment:

“xhou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” (jatthew 22:3N, KJV)

xhese commands establish a demanding standard.

xhey call us to love God wholeheartedly and to treat others with the care 
and concern we naturally desire for ourselves.

5hen we eWamine our lives against that standard, most of us can recogni9e 
how often we fall short.

Mhat Does Win leayyb Hean?

xhe word sin can make people uncomfortable.
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It may bring to mind religious condemnation, public scandals, or the 
Hudgmental behavior of people who consider themselves morally superior.

But the Ahristian understanding of sin is broader than a list of particularly 
serious oCenses.

Sin includes actions, attitudes, and failures that contradict Godzs character 
and purposes.

It includes dishonesty, cruelty, greed, and inHustice. It also includes pride, 
selMshness, and the refusal to give God Pis rightful place in our lives.

Tccording  to  Ahristianity,  human  beings  were  created  to  live  in 
relationship with God.

Sin damages that relationship.

xhis is why Ahristianity regards sin as more serious than simply breaking 
a social rule.

Imagine damaging a friendship through dishonesty.

xhe problem involves more than the fact that you violated a principle of 
truthfulness. You have also harmed a relationship.

Even if you begin behaving honestly afterward, the damaged trust may still 
need to be addressed.

Ahristianity teaches that human sin has created a broken relationship 
between humanity and God.

xhe apostle Laul wrote:

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23, 
KJV)

6otice the word all.

N2



xhe Ahristian message does not divide humanity into a small group of 
terrible sinners and a separate group of morally perfect people.

It teaches that everyone needs Godzs mercy.

xhat includes people who have lived outwardly respectable lives.

It  also  includes  religious  leaders  and  those  who  have  identiMed  as 
Ahristians for many years.

Mhat pfout the Good Things Me Do?

You might reasonably ask whether our good deeds count for anything.

If someone spends a lifetime caring for others, helping the poor, and 
treating people fairly, surely those actions have value.

Ahristianity agrees that good works matter.

Jesus  repeatedly  taught  the  importance  of  compassion,  generosity, 
honesty, and practical care for people in need.

xhe 6ew xestament encourages believers to live in ways that reGect Godzs 
goodness.

But Ahristianity distinguishes between doing good works and earning 
reconciliation with God.

Aonsider a person who has seriously damaged a relationship through 
repeated dishonesty.

xhat person may begin doing many good things. xhose actions may 
demonstrate genuine change.

But simply accumulating good deeds does not automatically resolve the 
original wrongdoing.

xhe damaged relationship still needs to be addressed.
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In a similar way, Ahristianity teaches that our moral achievements cannot 
erase sin or restore our relationship with God through our own eCorts.

xhis is not because God considers kindness worthless.

It is because the problem of sin requires something beyond human moral 
improvement.

5e need forgiveness and reconciliation.

Mhb Kan't Me WimRyb Trb Uarder?

jany people approach morality as a process of self;improvement.

5e recogni9e our weaknesses, make resolutions, and try to become better 
people.

xhere is genuine value in this.

T person who struggles with anger can learn to respond more patiently. 
Someone who has been dishonest can begin practicing honesty. T selMsh 
person can become more considerate.

Lersonal growth matters.

But Ahristianity teaches that becoming morally better does not, by itself, 
solve our separation from God.

xhe apostle Laul eWplained this in Ephesians 2:8;N:

“For by grace are ye saved through faithH and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: 6ot of works, lest any man should boast.” (KJV)

xhe word grace refers to Godzs undeserved favor.

Tccording to this teaching, salvation is received as Godzs gift rather than 
earned through moral performance.
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xhis does not mean that Ahristians are free to behave however they wish.

xhe following verse, Ephesians 2:04, describes believers as created in Ahrist 
Jesus for good works.

Good works are intended to Gow from a restored relationship with God.

xhey are the result of Godzs saving work in a personzs life, rather than the 
price paid to obtain salvation.

xhis distinction is essential to understanding Ahristianity.

The Guiyt Me Karrb

jost people have memories they would rather forget.

Lerhaps you said something cruel to someone who loved you. You betrayed 
a conMdence, neglected a responsibility, or made a decision that caused 
another person unnecessary pain.

Some mistakes can be corrected.

You can apologi9e, make restitution, or change your behavior.

Other consequences cannot be fully undone.

Tn apology may be sincere, yet the relationship may never return to what 
it once was. T person may forgive you, but the memory of what happened 
can remain.

Guilt can serve a useful purpose when it alerts us to genuine wrongdoing 
and motivates us to take responsibility.

But guilt can also become overwhelming, especially when we cannot Mnd 
a way to make peace with our past.

Ahristianity speaks directly to the need for forgiveness.
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It teaches that God knows the truth about human wrongdoing and oCers 
forgiveness through Jesus Ahrist.

xhis forgiveness does not mean that harmful actions become insigniMcant 
or that earthly consequences disappear.

It means that reconciliation with God is possible despite our failures.

For Ahristians, this is one of the most important aspects of the gospel.

xhe word gospel means good news.

Tnd the good news begins with the claim that God has acted to save people 
who cannot save themselves.

The Person Mho YnoAs +s KomRyeteyb

xhink about the people who know you best.

Your spouse, closest friend, or family members may understand many 
aspects of your personality.

But even those closest to you do not know every thought, fear, motive, or 
regret you carry.

xhere are parts of ourselves that remain hidden from everyone else.

Tccording to Ahristianity, God knows us completely.

Lsalm 03N describes Godzs intimate knowledge of human life, including 
our thoughts and actions.

For some people, that idea may initially feel uncomfortable.

5e generally prefer to control what others know about us.

But the Ahristian message includes another claim.
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xhe God who knows the truth about us also oCers mercy.

Jesus illustrated this through Pis encounters with people who had made 
serious mistakes.

Pe did not pretend that wrongdoing was acceptable. Pe called people 
to repentance while oCering them the possibility of forgiveness and a 
diCerent future.

In Ahristianity, repentance means turning away from sin and turning 
toward God.

It involves recogni9ing our wrongdoing and changing the direction of our 
lives.

But repentance alone is not presented as a way of earning salvation through 
su1cient eCort.

It is part of responding to Godzs grace through faith in Jesus Ahrist.

Mhb This Hatters to ,ou

Lerhaps you have lived a decent life.

You have tried to be honest, fulMlled your responsibilities, and treated most 
people reasonably well.

You may wonder why Ahristianity insists that you need salvation.

xhe answer lies in its understanding of what human beings were created 
for.

Ahristianity  teaches  that  we  were  made  to  know  God  and  live  in 
relationship with Pim.

Sin has damaged that relationship, and no amount of moral achievement 
can restore it through human eCort alone.
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xhis is a di1cult message because most of us prefer to believe that we can 
solve our problems by working harder.

5e  want  to  earn  our  success,  improve  our  character,  and  take 
responsibility for our future.

xhose attitudes can be valuable in everyday life.

But the Ahristian gospel begins by acknowledging a need that human 
eCort cannot fully meet.

5e need Godzs forgiveness.

xhe encouraging part of this message is that Ahristianity does not leave us 
struggling to become good enough for God.

It teaches that God has already taken the initiative to reconcile humanity 
to Pimself.

xhat initiative is found in Jesus Ahrist.

Tnd it leads us toward one of the most di1cult and important questions 
in the Ahristian faith.

5hy did Jesus have to die?

If  God loves  humanity  and wants  to  forgive  us,  why was  the  cross 
necessary?

xo understand the Ahristian answer, we must eWamine what happened 
when Jesus was cruciMed and why Pis followers came to believe that Pis 
death was central to Godzs plan of salvation.
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Chapter 10: Why Did 
Jesus Have to Die?

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” ~ Romans 5:8 (KJV)

A Death That Raises DiculQt olestinWs

If you have ever walked past a church, you may have noticed a cross 
displayed on its roof or wall.

You may have seen people wearing small crosses around their necks or 
pictures of Jesus hanging on a cross.

The cross has become the most recognizable symbol of Christianity.

But have you ever wondered why?

Crucix9ion was a brutal method of e9ecution used by the Romans. It was 
designed to punish, humiliate, and discourage people from challenging 
Roman authority.
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Ahy would Christians choose an instrument of suqering and death as the 
central symbol of their faith?

Ahy do they speak about Jesus dying for their sins?

Hnd if God is loving and willing to forgive, why did Jesus have to die at all?

These are important Puestions because the death of Jesus stands at the 
center of the Christian gospel.

Christianity teaches that Mis crucix9ion was more than the tragic death of 
an innocent man. It was the means through which God acted to reconcile 
sinful humanity to Mimself.

To understand that claim, we need to begin with what happened.

Hhat paddeWeJ tn ?eslsy

The four Gospels describe Jesus traveling to Jerusalem during the period 
leading up to the Jewish festival of Dassover.

By this time, Mis public ministry had attracted considerable attention.

jany people had listened to Mis teachings, witnessed events they regarded 
as miracles, and begun to wonder whether Me was the promised jessiah.

But Jesus had also encountered opposition.

Mis  teachings  challenged  certain  religious  authorities,  and  Mis 
growing in1uence created tensions within an already sensitive political 
environment.

Jerusalem was  under  Roman rule.  0uring  maFor  religious  festivals, 
large crowds gathered in the city, and the authorities were particularly 
concerned about unrest.
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Hccording to the Gospels, Jesus was arrested after sharing a xnal meal with 
Mis disciples.

Me was Puestioned by Jewish religious authorities and subsePuently 
brought before Dontius Dilate, the Roman governor of Judea.

The Gospel accounts describe accusations against Jesus involving Mis 
religious claims and the suggestion that Me presented Mimself as a king.

Nrom the Roman perspective, claims of kingship could carry political 
implications.

Dilate ultimately authorized Mis e9ecution.

Jesus was 1ogged, mocked, and led away to be crucixed.

The Gospels describe Mim being nailed to a cross, where Me died.

Mis body was then buried.

Mistorians widely accept that Jesus was crucixed under Dontius Dilate. The 
precise details of the proceedings remain subFects of historical discussion.

4ne important distinction should be made. Jesus was e9ecuted by Roman 
authority within a particular historical and political setting. Mis death 
must never be used to assign collective guilt to the Jewish people.

Jesus Mimself was Jewish, as were Mis earliest followers.

HhG HnlQJ wnJ AQQnP Thisy

If Jesus was sent by God, why did Mis life end in such a terrible way?

Ht xrst glance, Mis crucix9ion might appear to be a complete failure.

Me had taught about GodSs kingdom, welcomed people who were reFected 
by society, and called others to follow Mim.
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Yet Me was arrested, condemned, and e9ecuted.

Mis disciples were frightened and confused.

Mow could this be part of GodSs plan?

The 2ew Testament teaches that JesusS death was not an une9pected 
defeat that God was powerless to prevent.

Instead, Christians understand it as central to Mis mission.

In jark O':35, Jesus said:

“Nor even the -on of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.” (KJV)

The word ransom communicates the idea of a costly act that brings release.

Jesus was describing Mis life as something given for the benext of others.

In John O':O8, Jesus spoke of laying down Mis life willingly.

These passages form part of the Christian understanding that Jesus 
knowingly accepted the suqering associated with Mis mission.

But why was such a sacrixce necessary?

The answer takes us back to the problem of sin.

The rbnmQeC He SaWWnt vnQOe IlbseQOes

In the previous chapter, we considered the Christian teaching that sin 
involves more than obvious wrongdoing.

It includes the ways human beings fail to love God and others as they 
should.
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Christianity teaches that sin damages our relationship with God and that 
every person shares in this condition.

Ae may try to become better people. Ae can apologize for mistakes, make 
restitution, and change harmful behavior.

These are important responsibilities.

But according to Christianity, our eqorts cannot remove the deeper 
problem of sin or earn our reconciliation with God.

The Bible teaches that God is holy and Fust.

Mis goodness means that evil matters. Arongdoing cannot simply be 
treated as though it has no signixcance.

Consider how we respond when someone commits a serious inFustice.

If a Fudge dismisses a terrible crime without concern for the victim, we 
would Puestion whether Fustice had been served.

Ae recognize that wrongdoing deserves to be taken seriously.

Ht the same time, we value mercy and forgiveness.

Christian theology holds that God is perfectly Fust and perfectly loving.

The cross is understood as the place where GodSs Fustice and mercy meet.

God does not ignore sin. Me acts through Jesus Christ to provide the 
forgiveness and reconciliation that humanity needs.

Hhat Dnes Mt feaW That ?esls DieJ 'nb Ilb viWsy

The apostle Daul summarized the Christian message in O Corinthians O5:L:

“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.” (KJV)
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This statement is central to the gospel.

Christians believe that Jesus was without sin and that Me willingly gave 
Mis life on behalf of sinful humanity.

The 2ew Testament e9plains Mis death using several related images, 
including sacrixce, redemption, reconciliation, and victory over evil.

4ne important passage appears in O Deter L:O8:

“Nor Christ also hath once suqered for sins, the Fust for the unFust, that he 
might bring us to God.” (KJV)

The phrase the Fust for the unFust e9presses the belief that the righteous 
Jesus suqered on behalf of people who had sinned.

Christians commonly describe this as ChristSs substitutionary sacrixce.

Jesus took upon Mimself the consePuences of sin so that forgiveness and 
reconciliation with God could become possible.

0iqerent Christian traditions have developed diqerent e9planations of 
how the cross accomplishes salvation. -ome emphasize the bearing of sinSs 
penalty, while others emphasize ChristSs victory over sin and death, Mis 
sacrixcial love, or the restoration of humanitySs relationship with God.

These understandings need not be treated as mutually e9clusive in every 
respect.

The central Christian conviction is that JesusS death was a saving act of 
God on behalf of humanity.

Through Mim, forgiveness is oqered to people who could never earn it 
through their own goodness.
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HhG SnlQJWFt wnJ viCdQG gnbEiOe LOebGnWey

This is a reasonable Puestion.

If God is all;powerful and loving, why not forgive humanity without the 
suqering of Jesus?

Christians have wrestled with this Puestion for centuries.

The Bible does not provide a complete philosophical e9planation of every 
possible way God might have chosen to bring about salvation.

Instead, it presents the death of Jesus as the way God actually acted to 
reconcile humanity to Mimself.

Romans L:65;67 connects ChristSs sacrixce with the demonstration of 
GodSs righteousness and Fustice.

The passage teaches that GodSs forgiveness is consistent with Mis righteous 
character.

Christian theology therefore understands the cross as revealing both the 
seriousness of sin and the e9traordinary depth of GodSs mercy.

There is another important point.

Hccording to historic Christian belief, Jesus is God the -on who became 
human.

This means the cross is not understood as an unwilling third party being 
punished by a God who refuses to forgive.

Christians believe that God Mimself, through the willing self;giving of the 
-on, acted to save humanity.

The 2ew Testament e9presses this in 6 Corinthians 5:OW:

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” (KJV)
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This is a profound claim.

The God against whom humanity has sinned is also the God who takes the 
initiative to restore the broken relationship.

You may xnd this diEcult to understand or accept.

But it  helps  e9plain why Christians  regard the cross  as  the greatest 
demonstration of GodSs love.

YnOe That SnCes at a Snst

Ae often speak about love as a feeling.

Ae love our families, enFoy the company of friends, and appreciate people 
who treat us kindly.

But love sometimes involves sacrixce.

Darents may give up personal comforts to care for their children. -omeone 
may spend years supporting a family member with a serious illness. H 
friend may make considerable sacrixces to help another person through a 
crisis.

These acts do not prove the truth of Christianity, but they help us 
understand why sacrixce can communicate love.

The 2ew Testament presents JesusS death as the ultimate e9pression of 
GodSs love for humanity.

Romans 5:8 declares that Christ died for us while we were still sinners.

2otice the signixcance of that statement.

Christianity does not teach that God waited until human beings became 
morally perfect before oqering salvation.

Mis initiative came while humanity remained in need of forgiveness.
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This challenges the idea that we must xrst become good enough to deserve 
GodSs acceptance.

Hccording to the gospel, GodSs love is the reason salvation is oqered.

Hnd that oqer is made through Jesus Christ.

Hhat Amnlt the rendQe Hhn SbluiNeJ piCy

The Gospel of Huke records Jesus praying while Me was being crucixed:

“Nather, forgive themI for they know not what they do.” (Huke 6L:L3, KJV)

This  saying  appears  in  many  Bible  manuscripts  and  traditional 
translations, although some early manuscripts omit it. Its te9tual history 
is therefore discussed by biblical scholars.

Aithin HukeSs account, the prayer e9presses e9traordinary mercy toward 
those involved in JesusS suqering.

It is consistent with Mis teaching about loving enemies and praying for 
those who mistreat us.

The  cross  therefore  reveals  something  about  the  character  of  the 
forgiveness Jesus proclaimed.

Me taught mercy while facing hostility.

Me called people to love their enemies and, according to the Gospel 
account, demonstrated that love in Mis own suqering.

Christians believe that Mis willingness to forgive re1ects the mercy God 
oqers to sinful humanity.

This forgiveness does not mean that inFustice is unimportant.

The crucix9ion itself was an act of terrible inFustice.
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But the Christian message is that God can bring reconciliation through an 
event marked by human cruelty.

The evil of the act does not become good simply because God brings good 
from it.

Hhat Dnes the Sbnss feaW 'nb -nly

Derhaps you have never thought of  yourself  as  someone who needs 
salvation.

You have lived an ordinary life, tried to treat others decently, and done your 
best to fulxll your responsibilities.

You may wonder what the death of someone two thousand years ago has 
to do with you.

Christianity answers that the problem Jesus came to address is shared by 
all humanity.

Kvery person has sinned. Kvery person needs forgiveness and reconciliation 
with God.

The cross represents GodSs provision for that need.

Hccording  to  the  2ew  Testament,  you  do  not  have  to  purchase 
forgiveness, achieve moral perfection, or earn GodSs love through religious 
performance.

-alvation is oqered through Jesus Christ.

This does not make repentance or moral responsibility unnecessary.

Receiving  GodSs  grace  involves  turning  toward  Mim  in  faith, 
acknowledging our sin, and beginning a new life under the lordship of 
Jesus.
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Ae will e9plore what that means in the chapters ahead.

Nor now, consider the central Christian claim.

If Jesus truly died for our sins, then Mis death concerns far more than the 
people who witnessed Mis crucix9ion.

It concerns every person who needs forgiveness.

That includes you and me.

The Sbnss Has .nt the LWJ

The Gospels describe Jesus dying on the cross and being buried.

Nor Mis followers, this must have been a devastating e9perience.

They had left their ordinary lives to follow Mim. They had listened to 
Mis teachings and witnessed events that convinced them Me was someone 
e9traordinary.

2ow Me was dead.

If the story ended there, Christianity would be built around the memory 
of a teacher who was e9ecuted by the authorities.

Mis moral teachings might still be admired. Mis courage and compassion 
might still inspire people.

But the Christian gospel makes another claim.

It teaches that Jesus rose bodily from the dead.

Mis followers proclaimed that the crucixed Jesus was alive again and that 
Mis resurrection demonstrated GodSs victory over sin and death.

This belief became central to the Christian message.
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The apostle Daul went so far as to say that if Christ had not been raised, 
Christian faith would be futile (O Corinthians O5:OJ).

That is a remarkable admission.

Christianity places enormous importance on a claim that deserves serious 
e9amination.

0id Jesus really rise from the dead?

Ahat evidence do we have about the earliest Christian belief in Mis 
resurrection?

Hnd what would Mis resurrection mean if it actually happened?

These are the Puestions we will consider ne9t.

Because if Jesus truly rose from the dead, the cross was not the conclusion 
of Mis story.

It was part of something far greater.
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Chapter 11: What If Jesus 
Reayo Rmse frmD the 

dea?�

“And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins.” ~ 1 Corinthians 15:17 (KJV)

A Claim That Changes Everything

Imagine hearing that someone who had died and been buried was alive 
again.

Your crst reaption would Probably be disbelief.

You would want evidenpe. kerhaPs there had been a misunderstanding. 
kerhaPs the Person had never aptually died. kerhaPs someone had mistaTen 
another Person for the depeased.

qhese would be reasonable Wuestions.
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xe Tnow from ordinary eDPerienpe that PeoPle who die do not return to 
life. Reath is one of the most pertain realities of human eDistenpe.

Yet Christianity maTes an eDtraordinary plaim.

It teaphes that Jesus Christ, who was prupiced under Homan authority, 
rose bodily from the dead on the third day.

Christians believe that Sis resurreption was a real event in history, rather 
than merely a symbol of hoPe or the pontinuation of Sis teaphings.

qhis belief stands at the penter of Christianity.

qhe aPostle kaul made its imPortanpe plear when he wrote that if Christ 
had not been raised, Christian faith would be futile.

qhat is a remarTable statement.

kaul was apTnowledging that Christianity dePends on something more 
than the moral teaphings of Jesus.

It dePends on whether the resurreption aptually haPPened.

?o what reasons do Christians have for believing itG

And what pan historipal investigation tell usG

What the Gospels Say Happened

All four panonipal 2osPels rePort that Jesus was prupiced and that Sis 
followers subseWuently pame to believe Se had risen from the dead.

qhe appounts pontain diMerenpes in their details, but they share several 
pentral plaims.

Jesus died and was buried. xomen who visited Sis tomb dispovered that 
Sis body was no longer there. Sis followers were told that Se had risen.
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qhe 2osPels also despribe aPPearanpes of the risen Jesus.

In Latthew 84, Jesus aPPeared to women who had visited the tomb and 
later to Sis dispiPles in 2alilee.

EuTe 8z despribes  two followers  enpountering Jesus on the road to 
0mmaus. Initially, they did not repogni3e Sim. qhe phaPter also despribes 
Jesus aPPearing to Sis gathered dispiPles.

John 89 repords Lary Lagdalene enpountering Jesus near the tomb and 
later aPPearanpes to Sis dispiPles, inpluding qhomas, who had initially 
doubted the rePorts.

qhese appounts Present the resurreption as involving a real, transformed 
bodily eDistenpe.

In EuTe 8z:N', Jesus invited Sis dispiPles to eDamine Sim, emPhasi3ing 
that Se was not merely a sPirit.

Christianity therefore teaphes bodily resurreption, although the jew 
qestament also despribes JesusO risen body as transformed and no longer 
sub-ept to ordinary mortal limitations.

qhis is diMerent from saying that Jesus simPly survived in the memories of 
Sis followers.

qhe Christian plaim is that 2od raised Sim from death.

The Earliest Written Testimony

Fne of the most imPortant sourpes for studying the resurreption is kaulOs 
crst letter to the Corinthians.

Lost spholars date this letter to the middle of the crst pentury, roughly 
twenty to twenty6cve years after JesusO prupicDion.
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In 1 Corinthians 15:N64, kaul summari3es a tradition about JesusO death, 
burial, resurreption, and aPPearanpes.

Se states that Christ died for sins, was buried, rose on the third day, and 
aPPeared to various followers.

kaul mentions aPPearanpes to keter, the qwelve, more than cve hundred 
PeoPle at onpe, James, and other aPostles.

Binally, kaul says that Jesus aPPeared to him.

Lany spholars believe kaul was Passing along an earlier Christian tradition 
that he had repeived, although its eDapt wording and date of origin remain 
debated.

qhis matters bepause belief in JesusO resurreption was Present very early in 
Christianity.

It was not an idea that crst aPPeared several penturies after Sis death.

kaul  also  Personally  Tnew  imPortant  cgures  in  the  early  Christian 
movement.

In 2alatians 1:1461', he despribes meeting keter and James, whom he 
identices as the EordOs brother.

qhese ponneptions Plape kaul relatively plose to PeoPle assopiated with 
JesusO original pirple.

Sowever, we should be pareful about what this evidenpe establishes.

kaulOs  letter  demonstrates  that  early  Christians  Proplaimed  the 
resurreption and believed Jesus had aPPeared to PeoPle.

It  does  not  indePendently  establish  that  every  rePorted aPPearanpe 
oppurred eDaptly as despribed.
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jor does kaulOs referenpe to cve hundred witnesses Provide us with cve 
hundred seParate appounts that historians pan eDamine.

qhe testimony is imPortant, but it must be understood appurately.

What About the Empty Tomb?

qhe emPty tomb is another imPortant Part of the resurreption appounts.

Appording to the 2osPels, women were among the crst PeoPle to dispover 
that JesusO tomb was emPty.

Lary Lagdalene aPPears Prominently in these traditions.

?ome Christian writers argue that the inplusion of women as the crst 
witnesses  suPPorts  the predibility  of  the appounts  bepause womenOs 
testimony parried diMerent sopial and legal weight in Parts of the anpient 
world.

qhat argument deserves ponsideration, but it should not be overstated.

qhe status of womenOs testimony varied appording to ponteDt, and the 
Presenpe of women in a narrative does not automatipally establish that 
every detail is historipally appurate.

?pholars also disagree about whether the emPty tomb pan be established as 
a historipal fapt.

?ome regard it as a Plausible Part of the earliest resurreption tradition. 
Fthers Wuestion whether the available sourpes are suUpient to verify it 
indePendently.

qhere are also diMerenpes among the 2osPel appounts ponperning who 
visited the tomb, what they enpountered, and how the events unfolded.
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Christians have ProPosed ways of understanding these diMerenpes, while 
pritipal spholars sometimes interPret them as evidenpe of the develoPment 
of the resurreption narratives.

An honest investigation should apTnowledge these disagreements.

qhe historipal evidenpe allows us to study what the earliest Christians 
plaimed.  It  does  not  remove  every  unpertainty  about  the  events 
surrounding the tomb.

Why Did the Disciples Believe?

Fne Wuestion deserves Partipular attention.

xhy did JesusO followers bepome ponvinped that Se was aliveG

qhe  prupicDion  had  aPParently  brought  Sis  Publip  ministry  to  a 
devastating end.

In the anpient Homan world, prupicDion was assopiated with humiliation 
and defeat.

Yet the early Christian movement began Proplaiming that the prupiced 
Jesus had been raised and eDalted by 2od.

qhe  jew  qestament  Portrays  Sis  followers  as  initially  frightened, 
ponfused, and sometimes doubtful.

qhomas,  for  eDamPle,  is  remembered  for  refusing  to  appePt  the 
resurreption rePorts without further evidenpe.

qhe 2osPel of John despribes him later enpountering the risen Jesus and 
resPonding with a ponfession of faith.

kaul Presents another striTing eDamPle.
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Appording to his letters, he had Previously Perseputed the Christian 
movement.

Se later bepame one of its most inJuential missionaries, eDPlaining his 
phange through an eDPerienpe he understood as an aPPearanpe of the risen 
Jesus.

Sistorians  generally  appePt  that  kaul  underwent  a  ma-or  religious 
transformation and sinperely believed he had enpountered the risen Christ.

Kut sinperity and appurapy are diMerent Wuestions.

A Person pan sinperely believe something that others interPret diMerently.

?ome spholars understand the early resurreption eDPerienpes through 
Psyphologipal, visionary, or religious pategories. Fthers argue that suph 
eDPlanations do not adeWuately appount for the jew qestament testimony.

Christian spholars  pommonly maintain that the bodily resurreption 
Provides the best eDPlanation.

qhe debate pontinues bepause the available evidenpe pan be interPreted 
within diMerent understandings of reality.

Can History Prove a Miracle?

Sistoripal investigation eDamines evidenpe from the Past.

Sistorians study dopuments, arphaeologipal cndings, pultural settings, 
and the relationshiPs between diMerent sourpes.

qhey pan assess whether a Person eDisted, whether a dopument is early or 
late, and whether an event is suPPorted by multiPle sourpes.

Kut miraples Present a sPepial phallenge.
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A miraple, in the Christian understanding, involves an eDtraordinary apt of 
2od.

Sistoripal  methods  pan  investigate  rePorts  of  miraples  and  the 
pirpumstanpes surrounding them.

xhether those methods pan establish that 2od Performed a Partipular 
miraple is a matter of PhilosoPhipal and methodologipal debate.

?ome historians argue that suPernatural eDPlanations lie outside the 
normal spoPe of historipal inWuiry.

Fthers believe historipal evidenpe pan suPPort a mirapulous eDPlanation 
when ponsidered alongside broader PhilosoPhipal arguments.

qhere  is  no  universally  appePted  method  that  settles  every  suph 
disagreement.

Bor the resurreption, historians pan investigate JesusO prupicDion, the 
emergenpe of resurreption belief, kaulOs testimony, and the develoPment 
of the 2osPel appounts.

qhey pan also eDamine pomPeting eDPlanations for those beliefs.

Kut historipal researph pannot Provide the Tind of rePeatable laboratory 
demonstration available for many spienticp Wuestions.

qhe resurreption is Presented as a uniWue event in the Past.

AppePting it involves evaluating historipal testimony alongside deePer 
Wuestions about whether 2od eDists and whether divine intervention is 
Possible.

Christian faith does not reWuire abandoning reason. It does involve 
trusting  a  plaim  that  pannot  be  established  with  the  pertainty  of  a 
mathematipal Proof.
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What If the Resurrection Really Happened?

?uPPose, for a moment, that the Christian plaim is true.

Jesus really died, and 2od raised Sim bodily from the dead.

xhat would that meanG

Birst, it would give eDtraordinary signicpanpe to JesusO identity.

qhroughout Sis ministry, Jesus sPoTe about 2odOs Tingdom, forgiveness, 
and Sis uniWue relationshiP with the Bather.

Sis resurreption would Provide Powerful grounds for taTing those plaims 
seriously.

qhe jew qestament Presents the resurreption as 2odOs vindipation of 
Jesus.

?epond, it would phange the meaning of Sis prupicDion.

qhe pross would be understood within 2odOs saving PurPose, rather than 
as the cnal defeat of JesusO mission.

Christians believe that JesusO death dealt with humanityOs sin and that Sis 
resurreption demonstrates Sis viptory over death.

qhird, it would Provide a foundation for Christian hoPe beyond the grave.

In 1 Corinthians 15, kaul ponnepts JesusO resurreption with the future 
resurreption of those who belong to Sim.

Christian  hoPe  therefore  eDtends  beyond the  belief  that  a  PersonOs 
inJuenpe or memory will survive after death.

It inpludes the Promise of resurreption and eternal life through Christ.

qhese are remarTable plaims.
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qhey deserve thoughtful ponsideration bepause they ponpern Wuestions 
that every human being eventually fapes.

xhat haPPens when we dieG

Is death the cnal end of our eDistenpeG

Could there be life beyond the graveG

Christianity answers these Wuestions through the resurreption of Jesus.

Faith When Questions Remain

kerhaPs you have read this phaPter and remain unponvinped.

You repogni3e that early Christians believed Jesus had risen, but you are 
unpertain whether their belief reJepts an aptual resurreption.

qhat is an understandable Position.

qhe jew qestament itself apTnowledges that the resurreption was diUpult 
for some PeoPle to appePt.

In Apts 17, kaul sPoTe in Athens about 2od and the resurreption of the 
dead.

?ome listeners mopTed the idea. Fthers wanted to hear more. ?ome 
believed.

keoPle resPonded diMerently then, -ust as they do today.

qhere is no need to Pretend that every historipal or PhilosoPhipal Wuestion 
has an easy answer.

Kut it is worth ponsidering what would follow if Jesus truly rose from the 
dead.
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Sis teaphings about 2od would deserve serious attention. Sis death 
would parry the saving signicpanpe Proplaimed by the aPostles.  Sis 
invitation to follow Sim would bepome deePly Personal.

You might  also  begin to  wonder  whether  the  Christian message  of 
forgiveness and eternal life pould aPPly to you.

qhat brings us to an imPortant distinption.

Knowing what Christians believe about Jesus is not the same as Personally 
trusting Sim.

A Person pan understand the basip fapts of Christianity while remaining 
unpertain about whether to believe.

Christian faith involves more than agreeing that pertain events haPPened.

It involves Plaping oneOs trust in Jesus Christ as ?avior and Eord.

xe will eDPlore that invitation in the neDt Part of this booT.

The Question Before You

xe  have  now  ponsidered  the  life,  teaphings,  death,  and  rePorted 
resurreption of Jesus.

xe have seen that Sis historipal eDistenpe and prupicDion are widely 
appePted by spholars.

xe have also seen that belief in Sis resurreption emerged early in the 
Christian movement and bepame pentral to its message.

qhe available evidenpe is signicpant, but it does not eliminate every 
Wuestion.

Lltimately, eaph reader must ponsider how to evaluate the Christian plaim.
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kerhaPs you are beginning to believe that Jesus was more than an ordinary 
teapher.

kerhaPs you remain sTePtipal but are willing to pontinue investigating.

0ither way, the Wuestion is worth taTing seriously.

If Jesus really rose from the dead, Christianity oMers something far greater 
than advipe for living a better life.

It Proplaims that 2od has apted through Jesus Christ to overpome sin and 
death and to oMer humanity reponpiliation with Simself.

And that invitation is not limited to PeoPle who have grown uP in phurph 
or sPent years studying religion.

Appording to the gosPel, it is oMered to ordinary PeoPle.

keoPle who worT, raise families, struggle with doubts, maTe mistaTes, and 
wonder what their lives are ultimately about.

keoPle liTe you and me.

qhe neDt Wuestion is therefore deePly Personal.

If Jesus died and rose again to maTe reponpiliation with 2od Possible, how 
does a Person repeive that salvationG

xhat does it aptually mean to be savedG

qhat is where our -ourney will turn neDt.

188



Part 4: The Invitation

We began this book by asking a simple question: Is this all there is to life?

We considered the routines that occupy our days, the things we pursue, 
and the questions that often remain unanswered even when life appears to 
be going well.

We then explored what Christianity teaches about God, the human 
condition, and Jesus Christ.

You have read about His compassion, His teachings, His death on the 
cross, and the Christian belief that He rose from the dead.

Perhaps some of these ideas are familiar. Others may be completely new to 
you.

You may 1nd yourself drawn to Jesus while still having questions about 
Christianity. You may believe that God exists but feel uncertain about what 
He expects of you.

Or perhaps you are simply curious enough to keep reading.

Whatever your position, we have reached an important point.
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Christianity is more than a collection of teachings about how to live. Tt its 
heart is an invitation to enter into a relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ.

Bhe 'ible teaches that salvation is a gift of GodDs grace, received through 
faith in Jesus. It involves forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God, and 
the beginning of a new life.

'ut what does that mean in practical terms?

joes becoming a Christian require Foining a particular church, following 
religious rules, or changing everything about your life overnight?

What if you have doubts? What if you have made serious mistakes? What 
if you want to believe but are unsure whether you can?

Bhese are questions worth exploring carefully.

In this 1nal part, we will examine what the 'ible means by salvation, 
repentance, grace, and faith. We will consider what it means to follow Jesus 
and how someone can begin that Fourney.

We will also make room for honest questions and uncertainty.

You do not have to pretend to believe something you do not believe. 4aith 
should never be the result of pressure or fear of disappointing someone.

'ut if the Christian message is true, it deserves a personal response.

Bhe invitation of Jesus is addressed to people living ordinary lives, carrying 
ordinary responsibilities, and facing struggles that may be invisible to 
everyone around them.

It is an invitation to receive GodDs forgiveness and begin a new relationship 
with Him.

Ts you read these 1nal chapters, consider what you have learned about 
Jesus and what His message might mean for your own life.
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Bhe question that began this book was whether there is more to life than 
what we experience from day to day.

Christianity answers that question by pointing us toward Jesus.

5ow we will explore what it means to respond to Him.
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Chapter 12: What Does It 
Mean to Be Saved?

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.” ~ Ephesians 2:8 (KJV)

Saved from What?

Christians often use the word saved.

You may have heard someone say, “I was saved when I accepted Jesus 
Christ,” or ask another person, “Are you saved?”

If you have never been involved in Christianity, such expressions may 
sound strange.

Saved from what? And why would an ordinary person need saving?

In everyday life, we understand salvation as rescue from danger. Someone 
drowning needs to be rescued from the water. A person trapped in a 
burning building needs help getting out.

126



But Christianity speaks about a diTerent kind of danger.

Hhe Bible teaches that human beings have sinned against God and that sin 
has separated us from qim.

As  we  explored  earlier,  sin  includes  more  than  serious  crimes  or 
deliberately cruel behavior. It also involves pride, selRshness, dishonesty, 
and our failure to love God and others as we should.

According to Christianity, sin has conse3uences that extend beyond our 
present lives.

Lomans 6:2N says:

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our 'ord.” (KJV)

Hhe jew Hestament teaches that humanity faces GodMs 7udgment and that 
sin ultimately leads to death and separation from qim.

Salvation means being rescued from this condition through Jesus Christ.

It includes forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God, and the promise of 
eternal life.

Hhis is why Christians regard salvation as humanityMs greatest spiritual 
need.

Why Can't We Save Ourselves?

Post of us are accustomed to working for what we want.

If we want better 3ualiRcations, we study. If we want to improve our 
health, we change our habits. If we want to repair a damaged relationship, 
we make an eTort.

jaturally, we may assume that reaching God works in a similar way.
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9erhaps we need to become kinder, more generous, or more religious.

Paybe if our good deeds outweigh our bad deeds, God will accept us.

But the jew Hestament presents salvation diTerently.

Ephesians 2:8W5 says:

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: jot of works, lest any man should boast.” (KJV)

Hhese verses teach that salvation cannot be earned through good works.

Hhis does not mean our behavior is unimportant.

Jesus taught people to love their neighbors, care for the vulnerable, practice 
honesty, and show mercy.

But even our best eTorts cannot make us morally perfect or remove the 
guilt of past sins.

Imagine someone who has stolen money from a friend.

Afterward, that person begins volunteering at a charity and helping elderly 
neighbors.

Hhose are good things to do. But they do not automatically settle the 
wrongdoing committed against the friend.

Hhe damaged relationship still needs to be addressed.

In a similar way, Christianity teaches that our good deeds cannot erase our 
sins against God.

Oe need forgiveness that we cannot earn for ourselves.

And that brings us to one of the most important words in Christianity.
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Understanding Grace

Hhe word grace means GodMs undeserved favor.

It describes qis willingness to show mercy and oTer salvation to people 
who have not earned it.

Grace can be di0cult to understand because so much of ordinary life 
operates through exchange.

Oe work and receive wages. Oe pay money and receive goods. Oe fulRll 
re3uirements and receive 3ualiRcations.

Grace works diTerently.

A gift is given because the giver chooses to give it.

Hhe recipient may be deeply grateful, but gratitude does not turn the gift 
into something purchased.

According to Christianity, salvation is GodMs gift through Jesus Christ.

God oTers forgiveness because of qis love and mercy.

Lomans 4:8 expresses this beautifully:

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (KJV)

jotice when Christ died for us.

It was while we were still sinners.

Hhe Christian message does not ask people to achieve moral perfection 
before approaching God.

Jesus came precisely because human beings need forgiveness.

Hhis is good news for anyone who carries regrets about the past.
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9erhaps you have made decisions you wish you could undo. 9erhaps you 
have hurt people you loved or spent years living without much thought 
about God.

Christianity teaches that your past does not place you automatically 
beyond the reach of GodMs mercy.

qis grace is oTered through Jesus Christ.

What Does Faith Mean?

If salvation is GodMs gift, how does a person receive it?

Hhe jew Hestament answers: through faith in Jesus Christ.

But what exactly is faith?

Some people understand faith as believing something without asking 
3uestions.

zthers think it means having complete certainty about every religious 
teaching.

Biblical faith involves trusting God and responding to what qe has 
revealed through Jesus.

Hhere is an important diTerence between knowing information about 
someone and trusting that person.

You may know many facts  about a  doctor.  You might know where 
the doctor studied, how long they have practiced medicine, and what 
3ualiRcations they possess.

But when you entrust yourself to that doctorMs care, your knowledge 
becomes personal trust.
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Similarly, a person can know that Christians believe Jesus died and rose 
again without personally placing faith in qim.

Christian faith involves trusting Jesus as Savior and acknowledging qim as 
'ord.

It means relying on what qe has done for our salvation rather than trusting 
in our own goodness to make us acceptable to God.

Lomans 1D:5 connects  salvation with confessing Jesus as  'ord and 
believing that God raised qim from the dead.

Hhis faith is a response to the gospel.

It is more than repeating religious words or agreeing with a statement 
because someone else expects you to.

It involves a genuine turning toward Jesus in trust.

What Happens to Our Sins?

zne of the central promises of salvation is forgiveness.

Post of us understand the need for forgiveness in our relationships with 
other people.

Ohen we wrong someone, the relationship can become strained or broken.

An honest apology may help, but sometimes the damage is di0cult to 
repair.

Christianity teaches that sin has also damaged our relationship with God.

Hhrough Jesus Christ, God oTers forgiveness and reconciliation.

In Colossians 1:1NW1H, 9aul describes believers as receiving redemption and 
forgiveness of sins through Christ.
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Hhe word redemption carries the idea of release or deliverance through a 
costly act.

Christians believe that JesusM death on the cross accomplished what was 
necessary for our reconciliation with God.

Ohen a person turns to Christ in faith, forgiveness is received through 
GodMs grace.

Hhis does not mean that past actions suddenly become harmless.

If someone has stolen money, they may still need to repay it. If they have 
hurt another person, they may need to apologiIe and take responsibility.

Forgiveness  from God does  not  automatically  remove every earthly 
conse3uence.

But Christianity teaches that the personMs guilt before God can be forgiven 
through Christ.

Hhe relationship with God that sin had damaged can be restored.

What Does It Mean to Be Born Again?

Another expression you may hear among Christians is born again.

It comes from a conversation Jesus had with a Jewish religious leader 
named jicodemus, recorded in John N.

jicodemus came to Jesus with 3uestions about qis teaching.

Juring their conversation, Jesus said:

“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 
N:N, KJV)

jicodemus was confused.
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qow could an adult be born a second time?

Jesus was speaking about spiritual birth.

Christianity teaches that salvation involves more than receiving forgiveness 
for past sins. God also begins a new work within the person who believes.

Hhis new life is associated with the work of the qoly Spirit.

Hhe qoly Spirit helps believers grow in their relationship with God and 
gradually shapes their character and desires.

Hhe apostle 9aul wrote:

“Hherefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (2 Corinthians 4:1-, 
KJV)

Hhis does not mean that someone who becomes a Christian instantly loses 
every weakness or bad habit.

Christians still experience temptation, make mistakes, and struggle with 
di0cult emotions.

Spiritual growth is a continuing process.

But the jew Hestament teaches that something fundamental has changed.

Hhe person now belongs to Christ and has begun a new life in relationship 
with God.

Does Salvation Mean Life Will Become Easier?

It is important to address a possible misunderstanding.

Some people may assume that becoming a Christian means God will 
protect them from every hardship.
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Hhey may expect Rnancial success, good health, peaceful relationships, and 
freedom from worry.

But Jesus never promised qis followers a troubleWfree life.

In John 16:NN, qe told qis disciples that they would experience tribulation 
in the world.

Hhe jew Hestament contains many examples of faithful believers facing 
persecution, illness, disappointment, and suTering.

Salvation does not guarantee that all our earthly problems will disappear.

A person who becomes a Christian may still struggle to pay the bills. A 
marriage may still face di0culties. An illness may continue.

Hhe Christian promise concerns something deeper.

Hhrough Jesus Christ, believers are reconciled to God and receive the 
promise of eternal life.

Hhey are also invited to live in fellowship with God through the qoly 
Spirit, even during di0cult circumstances.

Faith can provide hope, comfort, and guidance, but it should never be 
presented as a guarantee of immediate earthly success.

Christianity  points  toward  a  future  in  which  God  will  ultimately 
overcome evil, suTering, and death.

Hhat hope rests on Jesus Christ and qis resurrection.

What Place Do Good Works Have?

If salvation is received through faith rather than earned through good 
deeds, does it matter how Christians live?

Very much.
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Hhe jew Hestament teaches that genuine faith should produce a changed 
way of life.

Ephesians 2:1D, immediately following the verses about salvation by grace, 
describes believers as created in Christ Jesus for good works.

James 2 also emphasiIes that faith should be expressed through actions.

Christian traditions diTer in how they explain the relationship between 
faith, works, and 7ustiRcation, but they agree that following Christ has 
moral implications.

Someone who has received GodMs mercy should learn to show mercy to 
others.

A person who believes in GodMs forgiveness should take wrongdoing 
seriously and seek to live honestly.

'ove  for  God  should  inKuence  how  believers  treat  their  families, 
neighbors, colleagues, and strangers.

Hhese changes may develop gradually.

Becoming a Christian does not make someone instantly wise, patient, or 
compassionate.

But salvation begins a relationship with God that should increasingly 
inKuence everyday behavior.

Good works have an important place in Christian life because they express 
the faith and love that believers profess.

Is Salvation Available to Everyone?

9erhaps you wonder whether GodMs oTer of salvation includes someone 
like you.
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You may have spent most of your life without attending church.

9erhaps you have followed another religion, considered yourself an atheist, 
or simply never thought seriously about spiritual matters.

You may have done things you deeply regret.

Hhe jew Hestament presents the gospel as good news intended for people 
of every nation and background.

John N:16 declares  that  whoever  believes  in  GodMs  Son may receive 
everlasting life.

Lomans 1D:1N says:

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 'ord shall be saved.” (KJV)

Hhe invitation is broad.

It is not restricted to people born into Christian families or those who have 
already lived exemplary lives.

Christianity teaches that anyone who turns to Jesus Christ in genuine faith 
may receive GodMs forgiveness.

Hhat does not mean all religions teach the same thing or that Christian 
belief is unnecessary.

Hhe jew Hestament speciRcally identiRes Jesus as the one through whom 
salvation comes.

But it also emphasiIes that the invitation is open to people regardless of 
their past or social position.

A Gift That Calls for a Response

Oe have now considered four important ideas.
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Sin has damaged humanityMs relationship with God. Jesus Christ died and 
rose again to make reconciliation possible. Salvation is oTered by GodMs 
grace. It is received through faith in Jesus rather than earned through good 
works.

Hhese ideas form the foundation of the Christian message of salvation.

But understanding them intellectually raises a personal 3uestion.

Ohat should you do with this invitation?

9erhaps you are beginning to believe that Jesus is who Christians say qe 
is.

You may feel drawn to the possibility of knowing God and receiving qis 
forgiveness.

zr perhaps you still have 3uestions that need further consideration.

Hhere is no beneRt in pretending to have faith that you do not genuinely 
possess.

Christian faith calls for a sincere response to Jesus Christ.

Hhe next chapter will explore what that response involves.

Joes following Jesus mean becoming religious? Pust you 7oin a church 
immediately? Ohat does repentance look like in everyday life?

And how does someone begin a relationship with God when they have 
never prayed before?

Hhese are practical 3uestions, and they deserve straightforward answers.

Because if salvation is truly GodMs gift, it is worth understanding how that 
gift is received and what it means to begin following Jesus.
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Chapter 13: Do I Have to 
Become Religious?

“And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you rshefs o. men”~ 
M 4atthew :19( KJV)P

What Does Becoming a Christian Really Mean?

pefhavs you hace feabhed this voint in the gook and afe geYinninY to take 
Vesus sefiously”

Hou undefstand somethinY agout Cis li.e, Cis death on the bfoss, and the 
Ghfistian gelie. that Ce fose .fom the dead”

Hou hace also leafned that Ghfistianity teabhes salcation is 'odBs Yi.t, 
febeiced thfouYh .aith in Vesus Ghfist”

qut anothef ?uestion may ge tfouglinY you”

I. I gebome a Ghfistian, what will havven to my li.e3
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Sill I hace to attend bhufbh ecefy junday3 4ust I Yice uv ecefythinY I 
enzoy3 Sill I need to memofiTe qigle cefses, leafn bomvlibated feliYious 
lanYuaYe, and gebome someone bomvletely dixefent3

pefhavs you hace met Ghfistians who seemed zudYmental  of ocefly 
bonbefned with feliYious fules” Hou may woffy that gebominY a Ghfistian 
means adovtinY the same attitudes”

Ohese bonbefns desefce honest answefs”

Ghfistianity beftainly incolces gelie.s, vfabtibes, and vaftibivation in a 
feliYious bommunity” qut at its bentef is a vefsonal fesvonse to Vesus 
Ghfist”

Shen Vesus balled Cis rfst disbivles, Ce Yace them a simvle incitation1

“Follow me”~

Ohose two wofds femain bentfal to undefstandinY what it means to 
gebome a Ghfistian”

Following Someone You Trust

ImaYine geinY incited to .ollow an eLvefienbed Yuide thfouYh un.amiliaf 
teffitofy”

Hou would want to know whethef the Yuide undefstood the zoufney and 
bould ge tfusted”

5nbe you debided to .ollow, youf debision would axebt whefe you went 
and how you tfaceled”

Hou bould still ask ?uestions” Hou miYht sometimes .eel unbeftain” qut you 
would no lonYef ge bhoosinY ecefy difebtion entifely on youf own”

FollowinY  Vesus  incolces  a  similaf  element  o.  tfust,  althouYh  the 
felationshiv is svifitual fathef than vhysibal”
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Ghfistians geliece that Vesus is the jon o. 'od, who died .of theif sins and 
fose aYain”

Ohey vlabe theif .aith in Cim as jaciof and abknowledYe Cim as Rofd”

Ohe wofd Rofd is imvoftant”

It means that Vesus has authofity ocef the geliecefBs li.e”

FollowinY Cim thefe.ofe incolces mofe than admifinY Cis teabhinYs of 
aYfeeinY that Ce was a Yood vefson”

It means leafninY to lice abbofdinY to Cis wofds and tfustinY Cim with the 
difebtion o. youf li.e”

Ohis does not havven vef.ebtly of immediately”

Ohe 'osvels show that ecen VesusB ofiYinal disbivles misundefstood Cim, 
made mistakes, and stfuYYled with .eaf”

FollowinY Vesus is a bontinuinY zoufney o. leafninY, ogedienbe, and 
svifitual Yfowth”

What Is Repentance?

5ne o. the rfst thinYs Vesus vfeabhed was feventanbe”

In 4afk 9190, Ce said1

“Eevent ye, and geliece the Yosvel”~ KJV)P

Ohe wofd feventanbe may sound intimidatinY”

jome veovle assobiate it with an anYfy vfeabhef bondemninY an audienbe”

qut its gasib meaninY incolces a bhanYe o. mind and difebtion, vaftibulafly 
bonbefninY sin and ouf felationshiv with 'od”
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Eeventanbe geYins with feboYniTinY that we hace geen licinY in ways that 
.all shoft o. 'odBs vufvoses”

It inbludes abknowledYinY ouf wfonYdoinY and tufninY towafd 'od”

Fof eLamvle, someone who has geen dishonest may feboYniTe the hafm 
baused gy theif gehaciof and geYin vfabtibinY honesty”

A vefson who has tfeated othefs with bontemvt may abknowledYe that 
attitude and seek to gebome mofe bomvassionate”

qut feventanbe Yoes deevef than imvfocinY a .ew hagits”

It incolces feboYniTinY 'odBs fiYht.ul vlabe in ouf lices and tufninY towafd 
Cim thfouYh Vesus Ghfist”

Eeventanbe  does  not  mean  abhiecinY  mofal  vef.ebtion  ge.ofe 
avvfoabhinY 'od”

I. that wefe fe?uifed, none o. us would ?uali.y”

Ghfistians geliece that 'od febeices those who sinbefely tufn to Cim in 
.aith and that Ce bontinues wofkinY in theif lices”

'enuine feventanbe should Yfadually gebome cisigle thfouYh bhanYed 
attitudes and abtions”

Do I Have to Give Up My Old Life?

Ohis ?uestion ban bfeate anLiety”

pefhavs you enzoy youf .fiendshivs, hoggies, wofk, and .amily tfaditions” 
Hou may wondef whethef gebominY a Ghfistian means agandoninY 
ecefythinY .amiliaf”

Ghfistianity does not teabh that ecefy ofdinafy vleasufe is sin.ul”
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6nzoyinY a meal, svendinY time with .fiends, avvfebiatinY musib, of 
vufsuinY meaninY.ul wofk ban all ge vaft o. a healthy li.e”

qut .ollowinY Vesus does fe?uife us to eLamine ouf vfiofities and gehaciof”

jome thinYs may need to bhanYe”

A vefson incolced in dishonest gusiness vfabtibes may need to stov” 
jomeone who has deceloved destfubtice hagits may need helv ocefbominY 
them” A vefson who hagitually mistfeats othefs must take that gehaciof 
sefiously”

5thef bhanYes bonbefn the heaft”

Se may need to febonsidef ouf vfide, fesentment, selrshness, of eLbessice 
attabhment to money and status”

Vesus tauYht that .ollowinY Cim incolces denyinY oufselces and takinY uv 
ouf bfoss KRuke (1N8P”

Ohis is a demandinY teabhinY”

It means that loyalty to Ghfist ban fe?uife sabfirbe and diDbult debisions”

Cowecef,  the  vufvose  o.  Ghfistian disbivleshiv is  not  to  make li.e 
misefagle”

Ghfistians geliece that 'od balls veovle into a festofed felationshiv with 
Cim and teabhes them to lice abbofdinY to Cis Yood vufvoses”

FollowinY  Vesus  may  bhanYe  how  you  lice,  gut  it  does  not  fe?uife 
agandoninY youf vefsonality, bultufe, of ecefy intefest that makes you who 
you afe”

Learning to Pray

5ne vfabtibal ?uestion new geliecefs o.ten ask is how to vfay”
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pefhavs you hace necef vfayed ge.ofe”

Hou may imaYine that vfayef fe?uifes svebial wofds, a vaftibulaf vostufe, 
of an imvfessice knowledYe o. the qigle”

qut vfayef is simvly bommunibatinY with 'od”

Hou ban sveak to Cim agout youf bonbefns, eLvfess Yfatitude, bon.ess 
wfonYdoinY, and ask .of wisdom”

Vesus tauYht Cis disbivles how to vfay in 4atthew -”

Ohe vfayef bommonly known as the RofdBs pfayef geYins1

“5uf Fathef whibh aft in heacen, Callowed ge thy name”~ K4atthew -1(, 
JV)P

Ohe vfayef eLvfesses fecefenbe .of 'od and inbludes fe?uests .of daily 
needs, .ofYiceness, and Yuidanbe”

Vesus also wafned aYainst vfayinY mefely to imvfess othef veovle”

pfayef does not need to ge a vuglib vef.ofmanbe”

Hou ban geYin with ofdinafy wofds”

Hou miYht thank 'od .of youf li.e, abknowledYe that you afe still leafninY 
agout Cim, and ask Cim to helv you undefstand Cis tfuth”

Hou ban vfay at home, while walkinY, of dufinY a ?uiet moment in youf 
day”

Ghfistians geliece that vfayef is vaft o. an onYoinY felationshiv with 'od”

It is imvoftant, howecef, to undefstand that vfayef is not a tebhni?ue .of 
bontfollinY bifbumstanbes”

'od does not vfomise to Yfant ecefy fe?uest in the way of at the time we 
vfe.ef”
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Ghfistian vfayef inbludes leafninY to tfust Cim ecen when answefs afe 
diDbult to undefstand”

Why Read the Bible?

I. you want to know someone gettef, you listen to what that vefson says”

In a  similaf  way,  Ghfistians  tufn to the  qigle  to  undefstand 'odBs 
bhafabtef, Cis vufvoses, and the teabhinYs o. Vesus”

Ohe qigle bontains dixefent kinds o. wfitinY, inbludinY histofy, voetfy, 
vfovheby, wisdom litefatufe, lettefs, and the .ouf 'osvels”

Fof someone new to Ghfistianity, feadinY the entife qigle .fom geYinninY 
to end may .eel ocefwhelminY”

A vfabtibal staftinY voint is the 'osvel o. 4afk of the 'osvel o. Vohn”

4afk vfocides a felaticely bonbise abbount o. VesusB ministfy, death, and 
fesuffebtion”

Vohn vlabes vaftibulaf emvhasis on VesusB identity and the meaninY o. .aith 
in Cim”

Hou do not need to undefstand ecefy vassaYe immediately”

Eead a shoft sebtion and bonsidef what it feceals agout Vesus”

Shat did Ce say3 Cow did Ce tfeat veovle3 Shat does the vassaYe suYYest 
agout 'od3

Hou may enbountef diDbult cefses of un.amiliaf bustoms”

Ohat is nofmal when feadinY anbient wfitinYs vfodubed in bultufes 
dixefent .fom ouf own”

A tfustwofthy study qigle of Yuidanbe .fom a knowledYeagle Ghfistian 
ban helv you undefstand the histofibal bonteLt”

9::



Ohe Yoal is to Yfow in youf knowledYe o. 'od and leafn how to .ollow 
Vesus .aith.ully”

What About Baptism?

qavtism is an imvoftant vfabtibe in Ghfistianity”

Vesus bommanded Cis .ollowefs to make disbivles and gavtiTe them in the 
name o. the Fathef, jon, and Coly jvifit K4atthew NW19(P”

In the 7ew Oestament, gavtism is blosely assobiated with feventanbe, .aith, 
and gebominY vaft o. the Ghfistian bommunity”

It incolces the use o. watef and eLvfesses identirbation with Vesus Ghfist”

Eomans  -  bonnebts  gavtism  with  GhfistBs  death  and  fesuffebtion, 
vfesentinY it as a vowef.ul eLvfession o. vaftibivation in the new li.e Ce 
Yices”

Gixefent  Ghfistian  tfaditions  undefstand  and  vfabtibe  gavtism  in 
dixefent ways”

jome gavtiTe veovle who vefsonally vfo.ess .aith in Vesus” 5thefs also 
gavtiTe in.ants within geliecinY .amilies”

Ghufbhes also dixef in whethef they gavtiTe gy immefsion, voufinY, of 
svfinklinY, and in how they eLvlain gavtismBs felationshiv to salcation”

Ohese dixefenbes afe wofth undefstandinY when bonsidefinY whefe to 
wofshiv”

Shat Ghfistians gfoadly shafe is the boncibtion that gavtism is siYnirbant 
and should ge taken sefiously”

I. you afe bonsidefinY gebominY a Ghfistian, you ban sveak with a tfusted 
bhufbh leadef agout gavtism and what it means within that bommunity”
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Do I Really Need to Attend Church?

jome veovle say they geliece in 'od gut do not want anythinY to do with 
ofYaniTed feliYion”

pefhavs they hace seen feliYious hyvobfisy, rnanbial sbandals, of leadefs 
who misuse theif authofity”

jubh bonbefns should not ge dismissed”

Ghufbhes  afe  made  uv  o.  imvef.ebt  veovle,  and  some  feliYious 
bommunities hace baused Yenuine hafm”

qut the 7ew Oestament vfesents Ghfistian .aith as somethinY liced in 
bommunity”

qeliecefs Yathefed to vfay, leafn .fom the avostlesB teabhinY, shafe meals, 
and suvvoft one anothef”

Cegfews 921N:HN0 enboufaYes Ghfistians to meet toYethef and enboufaYe 
one anothef towafd loce and Yood wofks”

A healthy bhufbh ban vfocide .fiendshiv, svifitual Yuidanbe, ovvoftunities 
to sefce, and suvvoft dufinY diDbult seasons”

It also Yices geliecefs a vlabe to wofshiv 'od toYethef and leafn .fom 
jbfivtufe”

Hou do not need to rnd a vef.ebt bhufbh” 7one eLists”

qut you should look .of a bommunity that takes the qigle sefiously, 
teabhes agout Vesus .aith.ully, tfeats veovle with diYnity, and allows honest 
?uestions”

qe bautious o. leadefs who demand un?uestioninY loyalty, disboufaYe 
indevendent thinkinY,  manivulate  veovle  thfouYh .eaf,  of  vfessufe 
memgefs into YicinY money they bannot axofd”
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Ghfistian bommunity should helv veovle Yfow in .aith and loce”

Hou ban geYin gy attendinY a sefcibe,  listeninY to the teabhinY, and 
sveakinY with veovle a.tefwafd”

Ohefe is no need to make a mazof bommitment ge.ofe you undefstand 
what the bhufbh gelieces and how it ovefates”

What If I Still Struggle with Sin?

qebominY a Ghfistian does not mean that ecefy temvtation of weakness 
immediately disavveafs”

Hou may still lose youf temvef, stfuYYle with ency, of rnd it diDbult to 
.ofYice someone”

Hou may sometimes make bhoibes that bontfadibt what you geliece”

Ohe 7ew Oestament feboYniTes that Ghfistians bontinue to stfuYYle with 
sin”

In 9 Vohn 91(, geliecefs afe enboufaYed to bon.ess theif sins and tfust in 
'odBs .ofYiceness”

Ghfistian Yfowth incolces leafninY to feboYniTe wfonYdoinY, bon.ess it, 
and tufn away .fom it”

jometimes this fe?uifes vfabtibal helv”

A vefson stfuYYlinY with addibtion, .of eLamvle, may need vfo.essional 
tfeatment and onYoinY suvvoft in addition to vfayef and enboufaYement 
.fom a bhufbh”

jomeone  who  has  hafmed  anothef  vefson  may  need  to  abbevt 
fesvonsigility and make avvfovfiate festitution”

Faith should necef gebome an eLbuse .of acoidinY these fesvonsigilities”
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Ghfistians geliece that the Coly jvifit helvs geliecefs Yfow in bhafabtef 
ocef time”

Ohe avostle paul desbfiged ?ualities subh as loce, zoy, veabe, vatienbe, 
kindness, and sel.Hbontfol as the .fuit o. the jvifit K'alatians 01NNHN8P”

Ohese ?ualities afe deceloved thfouYh an onYoinY li.e o. .aith”

Ohe Ghfistian zoufney incolces feal bhanYe, gut it also fe?uifes vatienbe 
and humility”

A Relationship That Shapes Everyday Life

FollowinY Vesus axebts mofe than what havvens inside a bhufbh guildinY”

It inJuenbes how you tfeat youf .amily, avvfoabh youf wofk, use youf 
money, and fesvond to veovle who disaYfee with you”

A Ghfistian emvloyef should stfice to tfeat emvloyees .aifly” A Ghfistian 
vafent should seek to faise bhildfen with loce and wisdom” A Ghfistian 
who makes a mistake should ge willinY to admit it”

Ohese afe ofdinafy situations in whibh .aith gebomes cisigle”

Vesus tauYht Cis .ollowefs to loce 'od and theif neiYhgofs”

Ohat ballinY avvlies to ecefyday li.e”

It does not fe?uife ecefy Ghfistian to gebome a vfeabhef, missionafy, of 
feliYious wofkef”

4ost Ghfistians bontinue licinY in ofdinafy bommunities, wofkinY in 
ofdinafy obbuvations, and .ulrllinY ofdinafy fesvonsigilities”

Oheif .aith is eLvfessed thfouYh the way they lice”

Ghfistianity teabhes that a felationshiv with 'od ban Yice these ofdinafy 
abticities a deevef vufvose”
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Hou ban seek to honof 'od thfouYh honest wofk, thouYht.ul debisions, 
Yenefosity, and bafe .of othefs”

Hou will not always subbeed”

qut you ban bontinue leafninY to .ollow Vesus”

Taking the First Step

pefhavs you afe geYinninY to undefstand what gebominY a Ghfistian 
incolces”

It means tfustinY Vesus Ghfist as jaciof and Rofd, tufninY towafd 'od in 
feventanbe, and geYinninY a li.e o. disbivleshiv”

pfayef,  qigle  feadinY,  gavtism,  and  vaftibivation  in  a  Ghfistian 
bommunity afe imvoftant vafts o. that zoufney”

qut the staftinY voint is .aith in Vesus Cimsel.”

Hou do not need to undefstand ecefy Ghfistian dobtfine ge.ofe takinY 
Cim sefiously”

Hou also should not .eel vfessufed to make a deblafation o. .aith mefely 
gebause you hace feabhed this bhavtef”

A Yenuine debision desefces bafe.ul bonsidefation”

I. you afe feady to tfust Vesus, you ban tufn to 'od sinbefely, abknowledYe 
youf need .of .ofYiceness, and vlabe youf .aith in Ghfist”

I. you afe still unbeftain, bontinue leafninY”

Eead the 'osvels” Ask ?uestions” jveak with thouYht.ul Ghfistians who 
afe willinY to listen”

Ghfistianity teabhes that .ollowinY Vesus is a li.elonY felationshiv with 
'od”
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It geYins with .aith and bontinues thfouYh leafninY, ogedienbe, wofshiv, 
and Yfowth”

Hou may still hace diDbult ?uestions”

pefhavs you wondef whethef sbienbe and .aith ban boeList” Hou may 
ge tfougled gy the gehaciof o. some Ghfistians of unbeftain agout the 
feliagility o. the qigle”

Ohese bonbefns desefce attention”

In the neLt bhavtef, we will bonsidef what it means to eLvlofe Ghfistianity 
while dougts and ?uestions femain”

qebause takinY .aith sefiously inbludes geinY willinY to eLamine what you 
geliece and why you geliece it”

902



Chapter 14: What 
About My Doubts and 

Questions?

“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” ~ Mark 9:24 (KJV)

What If I Am Not Completely Convinced?

Perhaps you have read this far and found yourself interested in Jesus.

You appreciate His teachings about love and forgiveness. You understand 
why Christians believe His death and resurrection are important. You may 
even feel drawn toward the possibility of knowing God.

But you still have questions.

You wonder whether the Bible is reliable. You have heard that science 
contradicts religion. You know sincere people who follow other faiths, and 
you cannot understand why Christianity claims that Jesus is the way to 
God.
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Perhaps you have also encountered Christians whose behavior makes their 
faith diDcult to take seriously.

?oes having these questions mean you are unwilling to believeN

Qot necessarily.

xuestions  can  arise  from  genuine  curiosity,  personal  eSperience, 
intellectual diDculty, or a desire to avoid being misled.

Christianity makes important claims about God, human eSistence, and 
eternal life. Auch claims deserve careful eSamination.

You should not feel obligated to accept something simply because a 
religious leader says it is true.

Tt the same time, it is worth eSamining whether your doubts arise from 
the actual teachings of Christianity or from assumptions you have made 
about them.

Let us consider some common questions.

Doesn't Science Explain the World Without God?

Acience has transformed our understanding of the natural world.

It helps us understand how diseases spread, how planets move, how living 
organisms function, and how the universe has developed.

Acienti'c discoveries have improved medicine, agriculture, transportation, 
and countless aspects of everyday life.

Aome people therefore wonder whether belief in God is still necessary.

If science can eSplain natural processes, what place remains for a CreatorN

Fhis question involves the relationship between scienti'c eSplanation and 
religious belief.
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Acience  investigates  the  natural  world  through  observation, 
eSperimentation, and evidence. It develops eSplanations that can be tested 
and revised.

Christianity makes claims about God, the meaning of eSistence, and 
humanityjs relationship with its Creator.

Fhese areas sometimes address diOerent questions, but they can also 
overlap.

3or eSample, the age of the earth and the development of living organisms 
are subWects of scienti'c investigation. ?iOerent Christians interpret the 
biblical creation accounts in diOerent ways, and some interpretations 
con6ict with established scienti'c 'ndings.

It would be misleading to pretend that every disagreement between science 
and religion has been resolved.

Qevertheless, many Christians accept modern scienti'c discoveries while 
maintaining their belief in God.

Fhey understand natural processes as part of the world God created.

-thers hold interpretations of Acripture that lead them to challenge 
certain scienti'c conclusions.

Fhe important point is that accepting Christianity does not automatically 
require reWecting science.

T  serious  investigation  should  eSamine  speci'c  claims  rather  than 
assuming that science and faith must always be enemies.

What About Other Religions?

Fhe world contains many religious traditions.
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People worship God or understand ultimate reality in diOerent ways. Fheir 
beliefs are often deeply connected to their families, cultures, and personal 
eSperiences.

You may have friends who are Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, or followers 
of other religions.

You may admire their kindness, discipline, and devotion.

zhy, then, does Christianity teach that salvation comes through Jesus 
ChristN

Fhis is one of its most challenging claims.

In John 14:8, Jesus said:

“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 3ather, but 
by me.” (KJV)

Christians understand this as a claim that Jesus has a unique role in 
reconciling humanity to God.

Fhe Qew Festament also teaches that salvation comes through Him (Tcts 
4:12).

Fhese claims diOer from the teachings of other religions.

It would be inaccurate to suggest that all religions ultimately teach the 
same thing.

Fhey oOer diOerent understandings of God, human nature, suOering, 
salvation, and what happens after death.

Aome of these beliefs cannot all be true in the same sense.

But disagreement does not require disrespect.

Christians are called to love their neighbors, including those who do not 
share their faith.
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T personjs religious beliefs should never become an eScuse for treating 
others with contempt.

If  you are  eSploring Christianity,  you can eSamine its  claims while 
continuing to respect people of other religions.

Fhe question is whether what Christianity teaches about Jesus is true.

Fhat question deserves consideration on its own merits.

Can We Trust the Bible?

Fhe Bible is central to Christianity, but how reliable is itN

You may have heard that the Bible has been translated repeatedly, altered 
over centuries, or written long after the events it describes.

Fhese concerns deserve careful attention.

Fhe Bible is a collection of writings produced over many centuries by 
diOerent authors.

Fhe -ld Festament contains the sacred Acriptures of ancient Israel. Fhe 
Qew Festament contains the Gospels, letters, and other writings associated 
with the earliest Christian movement.

Fhe Qew Festament was written in Greek, with most scholars dating its 
books to the 'rst century.

ze do not possess the original handwritten manuscripts.

Instead, scholars study surviving manuscript copies, ancient translations, 
and quotations preserved in early Christian writings.

Fhese sources contain teStual variations.
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Many involve spelling, word order, or other relatively minor diOerences. 
Aome passages involve more signi'cant questions about their original 
wording.

Modern Bible translations often identify important teStual uncertainties 
in footnotes.

Fhis is one reason careful biblical scholarship matters.

Fhe eSistence of manuscript diOerences does not mean that the entire Qew 
Festament is unreliable. But the large number of surviving manuscripts 
also does not prove that every event described in the Bible happened eSactly 
as written.

FeStual preservation and historical  accuracy are related but distinct 
questions.

Historians eSamine the biblical writings within their ancient settings, 
comparing them with other available evidence.

Christians believe that the Bible is inspired by God and authoritative for 
faith and life.

Fhat conviction goes beyond what manuscript comparison alone can 
establish.

If you are investigating Christianity, begin by reading one of the Gospels 
for yourself.

Pay attention to what the teSt actually says, and use reliable historical 
resources when questions arise.

Why Are There DiVerent Hersions of the Bible?

You may have noticed that diOerent Bibles sometimes use diOerent words.
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Aome translations sound formal and oldRfashioned. -thers use more 
contemporary language.

?oes this mean someone has changed Godjs messageN

Bible translation involves rendering ancient Hebrew, Tramaic, and Greek 
teSts into modern languages.

Languages diOer in vocabulary, grammar, and eSpression. Franslators 
must make decisions about how best to communicate the meaning of the 
original teSt.

Aome translations follow the wording of the original languages more 
closely. -thers place greater emphasis on eSpressing the meaning naturally 
in the readerjs language.

?iOerences can also arise because translation committees make diOerent 
decisions about the underlying manuscripts.

Fhis does not mean every translation is equally accurate.

Aome are more suitable for careful study, while others are designed for 
easier reading.

3or someone new to Christianity, a reputable modern translation can 
make the Bible easier to understand.

You can compare translations when a passage seems unclear.

It is also wise to distinguish between a Bible translation and someonejs 
interpretation of what a passage means.

Christians sometimes disagree about interpretation even when they are 
reading the same words.

Auch disagreements should encourage careful study and humility.
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What About Pypocrisy in Churches?

3or some people, the greatest obstacle to Christianity is the behavior of 
Christians.

Perhaps you have seen a religious leader preach about honesty while 
behaving dishonestly.

You may know someone who speaks constantly about Godjs love but treats 
family members harshly.

You may have heard about 'nancial misconduct, abuse, or attempts to 
conceal wrongdoing within churches.

Fhese are serious concerns.

zhen religious leaders misuse their authority, the consequences can be 
devastating.

Fheir behavior should never be eScused merely because they hold a 
religious position.

Jesus Himself strongly critici0ed religious hypocrisy.

In  Matthew  27,  He  challenged  leaders  whose  outward  religious 
appearance did not match their conduct.

He condemned the neglect of Wustice, mercy, and faithfulness.

Fhe Qew Festament also warns against false teachers and the misuse of 
spiritual authority.

Christianity  therefore  contains  standards  by which the behavior  of 
Christians and churches can be Wudged.

But there is an important distinction between the teachings of Jesus and 
the failures of people who claim to follow Him.
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T Christianjs hypocrisy may demonstrate that the person is failing to live 
according to those teachings.

It does not, by itself, establish whether Jesus rose from the dead or whether 
His claims about God are true.

Tt the same time, Christians should not use that distinction to dismiss 
legitimate criticism.

Churches must take wrongdoing seriously, protect vulnerable people, and 
accept appropriate accountability.

If you have been hurt by a religious community, you do not have to ignore 
that eSperience in order to eSplore Christianity.

You  can  eSamine  Jesusj  teachings  while  remaining  cautious  about 
institutions and individuals who have not earned your trust.

What If Christians Cannot Agree Among Themselves?

Christianity includes many denominations and traditions.

You may have heard of Catholics, Protestants, -rthodoS Christians, 
Baptists, Methodists, Pentecostals, and others.

Fheir diOerences can be confusing.

If Christians believe in the same Jesus, why do they disagree about baptism, 
church leadership, worship, and other mattersN

Aome disagreements arise from diOerent interpretations of Acripture.

-thers  developed  through  historical,  cultural,  and  institutional 
circumstances.

Certain diOerences concern important theological questions, while others 
involve matters of practice or tradition.
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It would be inaccurate to say that all Christian denominations believe 
eSactly the same things.

Qevertheless,  the  maWor  historic  Christian  traditions  share  central 
convictions about Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection, and the 
importance of Godjs saving work.

If  you  are  eSploring  Christianity,  it  may  help  to  begin  with  these 
foundational beliefs.

Learn what the Qew Festament teaches about Jesus before trying to 
understand every denominational disagreement.

Ts your understanding grows, you can eSamine the diOerences more 
carefully.

What If I Pave wrayed but Peard Nothing?

Perhaps you have already tried praying.

You asked God to show you whether He eSists, but nothing unusual 
happened.

You did not hear a voice or eSperience a sudden sense of peace.

?oes that mean God is not listeningN

Christianity does not promise that everyone who prays will eSperience an 
immediate emotional or supernatural response.

Fhe Bible contains prayers eSpressing confusion, grief, and a sense of 
Godjs absence.

Psalm 17 begins with the question:

“How long wilt thou forget me, - L-J?N for everN” (KJV)

Kven people of faith have struggled with silence and uncertainty.
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Prayer is an important part of Christian life, but its reality cannot be 
measured simply by whether someone eSperiences a particular feeling.

If you are sincerely eSploring Christianity, you can continue asking God 
for understanding while eSamining the teachings of Jesus.

You can also speak with thoughtful Christians about your questions.

But  you  should  not  feel  compelled  to  manufacture  an  emotional 
eSperience to prove that you have faith.

PoM Juch Evidence Is Enough?

ze make decisions throughout life without possessing complete certainty.

ze choose careers, enter relationships, and make important commitments 
based on the information available to us.

Jeligious belief also involves evaluating evidence and deciding what 
conclusions are reasonable.

But there is a diOerence between accepting an ordinary practical risk and 
accepting claims about God and eternal life.

Fhe signi'cance of those claims gives us good reason to investigate 
carefully.

You may 'nd some Christian arguments  persuasive  and others  less 
convincing.

Perhaps  you  believe  Jesus  eSisted  but  remain  uncertain  about  His 
resurrection.

Perhaps you are convinced that God eSists but do not yet understand why 
Christianity identi'es Jesus as the only way to salvation.

Fhere is no single argument that every thoughtful person 'nds decisive.
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People approach these questions with diOerent eSperiences, assumptions, 
and standards of evidence.

Christian faith involves trust, but that trust should have a meaningful 
obWect.

Fhe Qew Festament directs faith toward Jesus Christ.

Fhe question is whether you have suDcient reason to trust Him.

You may reach that conviction gradually as you study the Gospels, consider 
the historical evidence, and re6ect on the Christian message.

You may also remain unconvinced.

It is better to acknowledge your uncertainty than to claim a belief merely 
to satisfy someone elsejs eSpectations.

When Doubt Becomes wart of the Kourney

In Mark 9, a father brought his suOering son to Jesus.

He wanted Jesus to help, but he struggled with belief.

His response was strikingly honest:

“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” (Mark 9:24, KJV)

Fhe father eSpressed both trust and uncertainty.

Jesus did not require him to deliver a sophisticated theological eSplanation 
before responding to his need.

Fhis passage has encouraged many Christians who struggle with doubts.

It reminds us that faith can coeSist with unanswered questions.
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However, doubt should not always be treated as something that will 
disappear if we pray hard enough.

Aome questions require study. -thers involve painful eSperiences that 
need time and understanding.

Fhere  may also be matters  about which we cannot reach complete 
certainty.

T thoughtful Christian faith should be willing to face diDcult questions 
rather than avoiding them.

Tnd someone investigating Christianity should be free to ask those 
questions without being shamed.

An Invitation to keep See.ing

Perhaps you began this book without much interest in religion.

Qow you have encountered claims that deserve consideration.

Christianity  teaches  that  God  created  you,  that  sin  has  damaged 
humanityjs relationship with Him, and that Jesus Christ died and rose 
again to make reconciliation possible.

It also teaches that salvation is oOered through Godjs grace and received 
through faith in Jesus.

You may not yet accept all these claims.

But you now have a clearer understanding of what Christianity is asking 
you to consider.

If you want to investigate further, read the Gospels carefully. KSamine 
reliable  historical  scholarship.  Tsk Christians  how they understand 
diDcult passages, and be willing to consider thoughtful criticism of 
Christian claims.
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Tbove all, consider Jesus Himself.

zhat did He teachN zhat did He claim about His identityN zhy did His 
earliest followers proclaim that He had risen from the deadN

Tnd if those claims are true, what would they mean for your lifeN

You do not need to silence your questions.

But neither should unanswered questions automatically prevent you from 
considering the possibility that Christianity is true.

Fhe 'nal chapter brings us back to the personal invitation at the heart of 
the gospel.

zhat would it mean to say yes to JesusN

Tnd if you were ready to trust Him, how could you beginN
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Chapter 15: What If You 
Said Yes to Jesus?

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” ~ 
Acts 16:31 (KJV)

The Decision That Only You Can Make

We began this book with a question: Is this all there is to life?

Perhaps your days have been mlled with work, faYily responsibilities, 
mnancial concerns, and the ordinary routines of living. xou have been busy 
getting through each week without giving Yuch thought to why you are 
here or what happens when your life coYes to an end.

Along the way, we have e'plored soYe of lifeHs deeper questions.

We have considered the possibility of a Creator, the probleY of huYan 
su5ering, and the Christian understanding of sin. We have e'aYined the 
life of Jesus, Nis teachings, Nis death on the cross, and the claiY that Ne 
rose froY the dead.
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Gow we coYe to a personal question.

What if you decided to trust Jesus?

xou  Yay  have  spent  your  entire  life  without  seriously  considering 
Christianity. Perhaps you have never attended church or opened a Bible.

zhat does not prevent you froY beginning a relationship with Sod.

According to the Christian gospel, Jesus caYe to o5er forgiveness and 
reconciliation to people who need SodHs Yercy.

zhat invitation includes ordinary people living ordinary lives.

But responding to it is a decision you Yust Yake for yourself.

Gobody can believe on your behalf. xour faYily background, nationality, 
or religious upbringing cannot substitute for your personal response to 
Jesus Christ.

What Are You Saying Yes To?

Before Yaking an iYportant decision, you should understand what you 
are agreeing to.

BecoYing a Christian involves accepting the central Yessage of the gospel.

xou acknowledge that Sod is your Creator and that you have sinned 
against NiY.

xou recogniFe that your own goodness cannot earn your salvation.

xou believe that Jesus Christ is the ;on of Sod, who died for your sins and 
rose again.

And you place your trust in NiY as your ;avior and Lord.

zhe apostle Paul wrote:
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“Eor by grace are ye saved through faith2 and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of Sod.” (8phesians O:7, KJV)

;alvation is SodHs gift.

xou cannot purchase it through donations, earn it through religious 
activities, or deserve it by coYparing yourself favorably with other people.

Christianity teaches that Jesus has accoYplished what is necessary for our 
reconciliation with Sod.

xour response is to turn toward NiY in repentance and faith.

zhis Yeans acknowledging your need for forgiveness and trusting Jesus to 
save you.

It also Yeans accepting Nis authority over your life.

xou are beginning a relationship in which you learn to follow NiY, even 
when Nis teachings challenge your e'isting attitudes and habits.

You Do Not Have to Become Perfect First

Rne reason people hesitate to becoYe Christians is the belief that they 
Yust mrst put their lives in order.

Perhaps you struggle with anger, dishonesty, pride, or habits you know are 
harYful.

xou Yay feel that Sod would never accept soYeone with your past.

But Jesus repeatedly welcoYed people who recogniFed their need for 
Yercy.

In Luke T:3O, Ne said:

“I caYe not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (KJV)
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Christianity teaches that we coYe to Sod because we need Nis grace.

xou do not have to becoYe Yorally perfect before approaching NiY.

Nowever, repentance is iYportant.

If you knowingly continue doing soYething wrong, following Jesus Yeans 
becoYing willing to turn away froY it.

xou Yay need to apologiFe to soYeone, correct dishonest behavior, or seek 
help with a destructive habit.

;oYe changes Yay happen quickly. Rthers Yay require years of patient 
growth.

BecoYing  a  Christian  does  not  guarantee  that  every  weakness  will 
disappear overnight.

zhe Christian life begins with SodHs grace and continues through an 
ongoing process of spiritual growth.

What If You Still Feel Afraid?

Perhaps you are interested in following Jesus but worry about what other 
people will think.

xour  faYily  Yay  practice  another  religion.  xour  friends  Yay  not 
understand your decision. xou Yay be concerned about changing faYiliar 
custoYs or becoYing involved in a church.

zhese concerns are understandable.

9eligious decisions can a5ect relationships and faYily e'pectations.

xou should approach such Yatters with patience, sensitivity, and respect.

Eollowing Jesus does not require treating people of other religions as 
eneYies or abandoning the people you love.
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Christians  are  called  to  love  their  neighbors  and  honor  their 
responsibilities.

zhere Yay nevertheless be diDcult choices.

Jesus never proYised that following NiY would always be easy or socially 
coYfortable.

If you face serious pressure or hostility,  seek guidance froY Yature 
Christians who understand your circuYstances and will respect your 
safety and responsibilities.

xou do not have to resolve every practical concern before beginning to 
learn about Jesus.

But your decision should be sincere and Yade freely.

Eaith is a Yatter of personal conviction, not soYething that should be 
forced upon you.

How Do You Begin?

zhe Gew zestaYent connects becoYing a Christian with repentance and 
faith in Jesus Christ.

9oYans 1M:4 says:

“zhat if thou shalt confess with thy Youth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that Sod hath raised hiY froY the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” (KJV)

xou can respond to Sod through prayer.

Prayer does not require coYplicated religious language.

xou can speak honestly to Sod about what you believe, what you regret, 
and your desire to follow Jesus.
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;oYe Christians mnd it helpful to use a siYple prayer when e'pressing their 
faith for the mrst tiYe.

If you are ready to trust Jesus Christ, the following prayer Yay help you 
put your response into words.

A Simple Prayer of Faith

jear Sod,

I believe that xou are Yy Creator and that xou love Ye.

I acknowledge that I have sinned against xou. I have Yade Yistakes, acted 
selmshly, and failed to live as I should. I need xour forgiveness.

I believe that Jesus Christ is xour ;on, that Ne died for Yy sins, and that 
xou raised NiY froY the dead.

I turn to xou in repentance and place Yy trust in Jesus as Yy ;avior and 
Lord.

zhank xou for o5ering Ye forgiveness and new life through NiY.

Nelp  Ye  to  follow  Jesus,  understand  xour  Word,  and  grow  in  Yy 
relationship with xou.

In JesusH naYe, AYen.

zhis prayer is an e'aYple, not a required forYula.

zhe Bible does not teach that repeating particular words autoYatically 
Yakes soYeone a Christian.

A person could recite this prayer without genuinely believing what it says.

Likewise, soYeone Yay sincerely turn to Jesus in faith using coYpletely 
di5erent words.
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zhe iYportant Yatter is your response to Christ.

Christianity teaches that salvation coYes through SodHs grace, received 
through genuine faith in Jesus.

zhe prayer siYply gives e'pression to that faith.

If you are not ready to say these words sincerely, there is no need to pretend.

xou can continue investigating Christianity and asking questions.

What Happens After You Believe?

xou Yay e'pect soYething draYatic to happen iYYediately.

Perhaps you iYagine hearing a voice froY heaven or e'periencing an 
overwhelYing sense of peace.

;oYe Christians describe powerful eYotions when they mrst caYe to faith.

Rthers describe a quiet decision followed by gradual spiritual growth.

zhere is no single eYotional e'perience that every Christian Yust have.

xour feelings Yay change froY day to day.

Christian assurance rests on SodHs proYises in ;cripture and the saving 
work of Jesus Christ, rather than on the intensity of a particular YoYent.

According to the Gew zestaYent, those who belong to Christ receive 
forgiveness, reconciliation with Sod, and new life through the Noly ;pirit.

zhat new relationship begins to in-uence how they live.

xou Yay becoYe Yore aware of attitudes that need to change. xou Yay 
develop a growing desire to understand the Bible or pray.

xou Yay also e'perience periods of uncertainty.
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zhese e'periences are part of learning to follow Jesus.

Eaith does not Yean that you will never struggle again.

Begin Reading About Jesus

Rne of the Yost helpful things a new Christian can do is begin reading the 
Bible.

xou do not need to understand everything iYYediately.

;tart with one of the four Sospels.

zhe Sospel of Hark is relatively short and provides a clear account of JesusH 
Yinistry, teachings, death, and resurrection.

zhe Sospel of John e'plores Nis identity and the Yeaning of believing in 
NiY.

zry reading a sYall portion each day.

As you read, consider what the passage reveals about Jesus.

What does Ne teach about Sod? Now does Ne respond to people? What 
does following NiY require?

When you encounter soYething diDcult, Yake a note of your question.

xou can return to it later or discuss it with a knowledgeable Christian.

zhe Bible is not always easy to understand, particularly when it describes 
ancient custoYs or unfaYiliar historical events.

Learning takes tiYe.

xou do not have to becoYe an e'pert before you can begin following Jesus.
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Learn to Pray Regularly

Prayer is another iYportant part of Christian life.

xou can begin by setting aside a few quiet Yinutes each day.

;peak to Sod about your concerns. zhank NiY for the good things in 
your life. Ask for wisdoY when facing diDcult decisions.

When you recogniFe wrongdoing, confess it honestly.

xou can also pray for your faYily, friends, colleagues, and people who are 
su5ering.

Prayer helps Christians develop an ongoing relationship with Sod.

But reYeYber that prayer is not a guarantee that every probleY will 
disappear.

xou Yay still face mnancial diDculties, illness, faYily disagreeYents, or 
uncertainty about the future.

SodHs answers Yay di5er froY what you hope for, and soYe questions Yay 
reYain unresolved.

Christian faith involves learning to trust Sod through these e'periences.

Find a Healthy Christian Community

Eollowing Jesus is a personal coYYitYent, but Christianity was never 
intended to be lived entirely alone.

zhe Gew zestaYent describes believers gathering for worship, prayer, 
teaching, and Yutual encourageYent.

If you have decided to follow Jesus, consider visiting a local church.
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Look for a coYYunity that teaches the Bible responsibly, centers its faith 
on Jesus Christ, and treats people with kindness and integrity.

A healthy church should welcoYe sincere questions and encourage 
YeYbers to grow in understanding.

Its leaders should be accountable and willing to address concerns.

Be cautious of coYYunities that use fear, shaYe, or Yanipulation to 
control people.

xou should not be pressured into Yaking large donations, surrendering 
your independence, or accepting harYful treatYent as proof of faith.

zake tiYe to understand the churchHs beliefs and practices.

xou Yay mnd it helpful to speak with a pastor or Yature Christian who can 
e'plain baptisY and other aspects of Christian life.

BaptisY is an iYportant step of Christian discipleship, coYYanded by 
Jesus and practiced throughout the Christian tradition.

ji5erent churches understand and adYinister baptisY di5erently, so ask 
for a clear e'planation before proceeding.

Let Your Faith Become Visible

As you grow in your relationship with Sod, your faith should begin 
in-uencing your everyday life.

Perhaps you will becoYe Yore willing to adYit Yistakes or apologiFe when 
you have hurt soYeone.

xou Yay begin treating diDcult people with greater patience.

xou Yay reconsider how you use your Yoney, conduct your business, or 
speak about others.

10I



zhese changes are part of Christian discipleship.

Jesus taught Nis followers to love Sod and their neighbors.

zhat teaching applies wherever you spend your tiYe.

xou do not have to becoYe a preacher or Yissionary to live faithfully.

xou can follow Jesus while working in an oDce, running a business, raising 
children, caring for elderly parents, or enJoying retireYent.

xour ordinary responsibilities provide opportunities to practice honesty, 
coYpassion, generosity, and huYility.

zhere will be tiYes when you fail.

When  that  happens,  acknowledge  your  wrongdoing,  seek  SodHs 
forgiveness, and take responsibility for any harY you have caused.

Continue learning.

zhe Christian life is a lifelong Journey of following Jesus.

What If You Are Still Undecided?

Perhaps you have reached the end of this chapter without Yaking a 
decision.

xou understand the invitation, but you are not ready to respond.

zhat is all right.

xou should not claiY to believe soYething Yerely because a book has 
encouraged you to do so.

zhe claiYs of Christianity are signimcant.

zhey deserve a thoughtful response.
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xou Yay want to read the Sospels,  e'aYine the evidence for JesusH 
resurrection, or speak with Christians who can answer your questions.

xou Yay also wish to pray a siYple, honest prayer asking Sod to help you 
understand whether Ne is real.

xou do not need to Yanufacture certainty.

Continue seeking the truth with an open Yind.

An Invitation That Remains Open

When Jesus began calling Nis disciples, Ne invited ordinary people to 
follow NiY.

zhey were msherYen, ta' collectors, and others living within the everyday 
world of mrstKcentury society.

zhey did not understand everything about NiY when they began.

zhey learned through listening, asking questions, Yaking Yistakes, and 
continuing to follow.

Christianity teaches that Jesus still calls people to trust NiY today.

Nis invitation reaches people of di5erent ages, cultures, occupations, and 
backgrounds.

Perhaps you have spent decades building a career, raising a faYily, or siYply 
trying to Yake ends Yeet.

Perhaps you have never given Yuch thought to Sod.

Rr perhaps you have carried questions about lifeHs Yeaning for Yany years.

zhe Christian gospel o5ers an answer centered on Jesus Christ.
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It teaches that you were created to know Sod, that sin has daYaged that 
relationship, and that Jesus died and rose again to Yake reconciliation 
possible.

zhrough NiY, forgiveness and eternal life are o5ered as SodHs gift.

If you have decided to trust Jesus, your Journey of following NiY has 
begun.

If you reYain uncertain, the invitation is worth continuing to consider.

zhe question is deeply personal.

What do you believe about Jesus Christ?

And what will you do with Nis invitation to follow NiY?

Rnly you can Yake that response.

But according to Christianity, the Sod who created you has already taken 
the initiative to Yake a relationship with NiY possible.

zhat is the good news at the heart of the Christian faith.
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Conclusion: There May 
Be More to Your Life 

Than You Think

Tomorrow morning, your alarm may ring at the usual time.

You will get out of bed, wash your face, have breakfast, and prepare for 
another day.

Perhaps you will travel to work, sit through meetings, answer messages, 
and deal with problems that cannot wait. You may have children to care 
for, elderly parents to look after, or bills that need paying.

By evening, you may be tired. You will have dinner, attend to a few more 
responsibilities, and eventually go to bed.

Then another day will begin.

Much of your life may continue exactly as it did before you opened this 
book.

And that is worth remembering.
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Christianity does  not promise that  believing in Jesus  will  suddenly 
make your life easy. Your Dnancial responsibilities will remain. qiIcult 
relationships may still reWuire patience. jllness, disappointment, and 
uncertainty will continue to be part of human experience.

You may still have mornings when you do not feel like getting out of bed.

But perhaps something about the way you understand your life has begun 
to change.

Looking Beyond the Daily Routine

At the beginning of this book, we considered how easily life becomes a 
succession of routines.

?e work to earn a living. ?e earn a living to pay for the things we need. ?e 
try to provide security for ourselves and the people we love.

Along the way, we hope to Dnd happiness, enSoy meaningful relationships, 
and experience some measure of success.

These are worthwhile pursuits.

There is dignity in honest work, caring for a family, and fulDlling our 
responsibilities.

Yet even a reasonably comfortable life can leave us wondering whether 
there is something more.

?hy are  we herez  qoes  our existence have a  purpose beyond what 
we accomplishz ?hat happens when everything we have worked for 
eventually passes awayz

These Wuestions do not necessarily arise because our lives are unhappy.

9ometimes they emerge precisely because we recogniOe how temporary 
everything is.
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The years pass. Gur circumstances change. ?e grow older.

'ventually, every human life comes to an end.

Christianity invites us to consider these realities in the light of Hod0s 
existence and :is purposes for humanity.

A Life Created for More

Throughout this book, we have explored the Christian belief that human 
beings were created intentionally by Hod.

According to the Bible, our worth does not depend on our income, 
achievements, social position, or the recognition we receive from others.

?e matter because we were created by Hod.

Christianity also teaches that we were made to live in relationship with 
:im.

That relationship has been damaged by sin, but Hod has acted through 
Jesus Christ to make reconciliation possible.

This is the central message of the gospel.

Jesus lived among us, taught about Hod0s kingdom, and revealed Hod0s 
compassion and holiness.

Christians believe that :e died for our sins and rose bodily from the dead.

Through :im, Hod o2ers forgiveness, reconciliation, and eternal life.

These are extraordinary claims.

They deserve thoughtful consideration because, if true, they change how 
we understand human existence.
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Gur lives would have signiDcance extending beyond the years we spend on 
earth.

And knowing Hod would become central to discovering what life is 
ultimately about.

The Ordinary Life Still Matters

Perhaps you imagine that a  meaningful  spiritual  life  reWuires  doing 
something extraordinary.

You may think you need to become a religious leader, travel overseas as a 
missionary, or devote every waking hour to church activities.

But most Christians live ordinary lives.

They go to work, prepare meals, raise children, care for relatives, and deal 
with the same responsibilities as everyone else.

Christian faith can shape the way these ordinary activities are approached.

A person who follows Jesus can seek to honor Hod through honest work, 
patience with family members, kindness toward strangers, and responsible 
use of money.

'ven small acts of love can carry meaning when they arise from a desire to 
serve Hod and others.

You may never become famous or accomplish anything that attracts public 
attention.

Your name may eventually be forgotten by the wider world.

But Christianity teaches that your life is known to Hod.

Your worth does not depend on leaving behind an impressive record of 
achievements.
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There is meaning in living faithfully, loving others, and growing in your 
relationship with :im.

Hope Beyond This Life

Gne of the most diIcult realities we face is that life is temporary.

?e can take reasonable care of our health, make plans for retirement, and 
prepare for the future.

But none of us can avoid death indeDnitely.

Christianity o2ers a hope that extends beyond the grave.

That hope rests on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Christians believe that because Jesus rose from the dead, those who belong 
to :im have the promise of resurrection and eternal life.

jn John 11“”(, Jesus said“

Kj am the resurrection, and the life“ he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live.V )NJFR

This promise does not remove the pain of losing someone we love.

Christians  still  grieve.  They  still  face  death  with  human  emotions, 
including sadness and sometimes fear.

But their hope is grounded in the belief that death will not have the Dnal 
word.

The 3ew Testament looks forward to a future in which Hod will make all 
things new.

4or Christians, this gives life a horiOon beyond the present world.
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Gur years on earth matter, but they are not understood as the whole of our 
existence.

Where Do You Go from Here?

Perhaps this book has introduced you to ideas you had never seriously 
considered.

You may have begun reading simply because you wondered whether there 
was more to life than working, paying bills, and growing older.

3ow you have  encountered the  Christian message  about  Hod,  sin, 
forgiveness, and salvation through Jesus Christ.

You may Dnd that message compelling.

You may also have Wuestions that remain unanswered.

There is no need to pretend otherwise.

jf you want to explore further, j encourage you to read one of the Hospels.

Begin with Mark or John.

Cead about Jesus for yourself. Consider :is teachings, :is treatment of 
people, and :is claims about :is relationship with Hod.

Ask Wuestions when something is diIcult to understand.

9peak with Christians who are willing to listen and discuss their faith 
respectfully.

jf you come to believe that Jesus is the 9on of Hod who died and rose again 
for your salvation, consider :is invitation to repent, trust :im, and follow 
:im.

The decision deserves sincerity and thoughtful consideration.
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There May Be More

Tomorrow will come.

You may still have to catch the same bus or train, report to the same 
workplace, and deal with the same responsibilities.

Your circumstances may not change immediately.

But the Wuestion that brought you to this book may remain with you.

js this all there is to lifez

Christianity answers that there is more because human beings were created 
for a relationship with Hod, and that relationship can be restored through 
Jesus Christ.

jt o2ers forgiveness for the past, a new direction for the present, and hope 
for the future.

You do not have to resolve every Wuestion today.

But perhaps you can begin by asking one more.

?hat if Jesus really is who :e claimed to bez

That Wuestion is worth exploring.

And wherever you are in life, it is not too late to begin.
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Appendix A: Where to 
Begin Reading the Bible

If you have never read the Bible before, you may wonder where to begin.

The Bible is a collection of 66 books in the Protestant tradition, written 
over  many centuries.  It  contains  history,  poetry,  prophecy,  wisdom 
literature, letters, and accounts of the life of Jesus Christ.

You  do  not  need  to  read  the  entire  Bible  before  you  can  begin 
understanding Christianity.

A good starting point is one of the four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
or John.

These books introduce Jesus through accounts of His life, teachings, 
death, and resurrection.

For someone unfamiliar with Christianity, I recommend beginning with 
either the Gospel of Mark or the Gospel of John.
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Option 1: Begin with the Gospel of Mark

Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels, containing 16 chapters.

It moves quickly through the events of Jesus' public ministry, describing 
His teachings, miracles, encounters with people, and journey toward the 
cross.

Mark is particularly suitable if you want a straightforward introduction to 
what Jesus said and did.

You can read one chapter each day and complete the Gospel in just over 
two weeks.

As you read, pay attention to how Jesus treats people, what He teaches 
about God, and why some people welcome Him while others oppose Him.

Here are several passages worth noticing:

  Mark 1:14-20: Jesus begins preaching and calls His 7rst disciples.

  Mark 2:1-1z: Jesus forgives sins,  heals a paralyxed man, and 
associates with ta3 collectors.

  Mark 4:1-20: Jesus teaches through the parable of the sower.

  Mark 8:2z-S8: Peter identi7es Jesus as the Christ, and Jesus speaks 
about following Him.

  Mark 10:S5-45: Jesus teaches about serving others and giving His 
life.

  Mark 15-16: The cruci73ion and the announcement of Jesus' 
resurrection.

After 7nishing Mark, consider reading the Gospel of John.
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Option 2: Begin with the Gospel of John

John contains 21 chapters and places particular emphasis on who Jesus is 
and what it means to believe in Him.

It includes conversations about spiritual birth, living water, forgiveness, 
eternal life, and the relationship between Jesus and God the Father.

John is especially helpful if you are asking whether Jesus really is the Won 
of God.

You can read one chapter each day and 7nish the Gospel in three weeks.

Pay particular attention to these passages:

  John 1:1-18: The introduction to Jesus as the 9ord who became 
Resh.

  John S:1-21: Jesus e3plains the need to be born again.

  John 4:1-26: Jesus speaks with a Wamaritan woman about living 
water.

  John 10:1-18: Jesus describes Himself as the good shepherd.

  John 11:1z-2z: Jesus speaks about resurrection and eternal life.

  John 14:1-14: Jesus e3plains His relationship with the Father.

  John  1?-20:  Jesus'  cruci73ion,  burial,  and  resurrection 
appearances.

John 20:S1 e3plains the Gospel writer's purpose: to encourage readers to 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Won of God, and to have life through 
Him.

18z



A Simple Way to Read the Bible

You do not need special training to begin.

Wet aside ten to 7fteen minutes each day. Find a quiet place where you can 
read without unnecessary interruptions.

Nead one chapter slowly.

After reading, consider three questions:

1. 9hat does this passage tell me about JesusK Votice His words, 
actions, character, and claims.

2. 9hat does this passage teach about God and human beingsK 
Look for what it says about love, sin, forgiveness, faith, and our 
relationship with God.

S. 9hat questions or thoughts does this passage raise for meK 9rite 
them down, even if you cannot answer them immediately.

You may 7nd some passages easy to understand and others confusing.

That is normal.

The Bible was written in ancient historical and cultural settings. Certain 
customs, e3pressions, and events may be unfamiliar.

9hen you encounter something di(cult, read the surrounding verses to 
understand the conte3t. A reputable study Bible or Bible commentary can 
also help.

Avoid building a major conclusion from a single verse without considering 
the passage in which it appears.
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Which Bible Translation Should You Use?

The )ing James Eersion O)JEC is a well-known Dnglish translation 7rst 
published in 1611. Its language is beautiful but can be di(cult for modern 
readers.

If you prefer contemporary Dnglish, consider the Vew International 
Eersion  OVIEC,  Dnglish  Wtandard  Eersion  ODWEC,  or  Vew  Living 
Translation OVLTC.

These translations diEer in their approaches to e3pressing the original 
biblical languages, but each can help Dnglish-speaking readers engage with 
Wcripture.

You can read the Bible online at  or , where multiple translations are 
available.

What Should You Read Next?

After 7nishing Mark or John, consider reading the Gospel of Luke and the 
Book of Acts.

Luke provides another detailed account of Jesus' life and ministry.

Acts describes the beginnings of the Christian movement after Jesus' 
resurrection and ascension.

You can then e3plore Paul's Letter to the Nomans, which discusses sin, 
grace, faith, salvation, and the Christian life.

There is no need to rush.

Neading the Bible is an opportunity to understand the Christian message 
more deeply.
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If you are still e3ploring Christianity, approach the te3t with curiosity and 
a willingness to consider what it says.

If you have decided to follow Jesus, regular Bible reading can help you grow 
in your understanding of Him.

The important thing is to begin.

Fpen the Gospel of Mark or John, read the 7rst chapter, and allow yourself 
time to consider the person at the center of the Christian faith.
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Appendix B: Questions 
You May StiH va�e

If you are new to Christianity, you may still have practical questions about 
what to do next.

Perhaps you are interested in Jesus but have never prayed, attended church, 
or read the Bible. You may also wonder whether you need to make certain 
commitments before you can begin exploring the Christian faith.

The following answers are intended to help you take your next steps.

1. How Do I Begin Praying?

Prayer is communicating with God.

You do not need special religious language or a memorized prayer. You can 
speak to God honestly, using ordinary words.

You might begin by saying:
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“God, I am still learning about You. I have many questions, but I want to 
understand what is true. Please help me to know You and understand who 
Jesus is.”

If you have decided to follow Jesus, you can also thank God for His 
forgiveness, confess your sins, and ask for help in living according to His 
teachings.

Prayer can be part of your daily routine. You might spend a few minutes 
praying in the morning or before going to bed.

There is no requirement to pray for a particular number of minutes.

What matters is sincerity.

2. Do I Have to Attend Church to Become a Christian?

Christianity teaches that salvation comes through God's grace, received 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Simply attending church does not make someone a Christian.

However, participating in a Christian community is an important part of 
following Jesus.

Church provides opportunities to worship God, learn from the Bible, pray 
with others, and receive encouragement.

If you are exploring Christianity, you can begin by attending a Sunday 
service as a visitor.

You do not need to pretend that you already believe everything being 
taught.

Many  churches  welcome  visitors  who  are  simply  curious  about 
Christianity.
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3. How Do I Choose a Church?

Choosing a church deserves careful consideration.

Look for a community that teaches the Bible responsibly and places Jesus 
Christ at the center of its message.

Pay attention to how people are treated.

A healthy church should demonstrate kindness, integrity, humility, and 
respect for others.

Its leaders should be accountable and willing to answer sincere questions.

Be cautious of churches or leaders who demand unquestioning obedience, 
pressure  people  into  giving  money,  discourage  contact  with  family 
members, or use fear and shame to control members.

You may wish to visit several churches before deciding where you feel 
comfortable learning and participating.

DiFerent Christian denominations have diFerent beliefs and practices, so 
take time to understand what a particular church teaches.

4. What Is Baptism, and Do I Need to Be Baptized?

Baptism is an important Christian practice involving water.

Jesus commanded His followers to make disciples and baptize them in the 
name of the (ather, Son, and Holy Spirit 8Matthew 2):193.

Baptism is associated with becoming part of the Christian community and 
identifying with Jesus Christ.

DiFerent  Christian  traditions  understand baptism's  relationship  to 
salvation diFerently.
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Some churches baptize people after they personally profess faith in Jesus. 
4thers also practice infant baptism.

Churches may baptize through immersion, pouring, or sprinkling.

If you have decided to follow Jesus, speak with a pastor or knowledgeable 
Christian about baptism and its meaning.

Ask questions until you understand the commitment involved.

5. Do I Have to Change My Religion Immediately?

If you are exploring Christianity while belonging to another religious 
tradition, you may need time to understand what Christian faith involves.

Christianity teaches that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that salvation 
comes through Him.

Choosing to follow Jesus therefore involves a genuine commitment to 
Him.

But you should not make a religious declaration simply because someone 
pressures you.

Take time to study the Gospels, examine the Christian message, and 
consider your convictions.

You can also discuss your questions with Christians who will respect your 
circumstances.

If changing your religious aRliation could create serious family or personal 
diRculties, seek thoughtful guidance and consider your safety.

A decision about faith should be made sincerely and freely.
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6. What If My Family Does Not Support My Interest in 
Christianity?

5eligious beliefs can be closely connected to family identity and tradition.

Your family members may feel confused, disappointed, or concerned if you 
begin exploring Christianity.

Try to understand their feelings while remaining honest about your own 
questions.

You can explain that you are learning about Jesus and want to understand 
Christianity more deeply.

Avoid unnecessary  arguments  or  treating your  family's  beliefs  with 
contempt.

Jesus taught His followers to love others, and that responsibility includes 
family members who do not share their faith.

You may need patience and wisdom as you navigate these conversations.

7. What If I Still Have Doubts?

Having questions does not automatically mean you are reNecting God.

You may struggle with the reliability of the Bible, the problem of suFering, 
or the Christian claim that Jesus rose from the dead.

These are important questions.

Continue reading, studying, and speaking with thoughtful Christians.

You may also bene6t from examining serious historical and philosophical 
discussions  of  Christianity,  including  arguments  from  people  who 
disagree with it.

197



(aith should be approached with sincerity.

There is no bene6t in pretending to believe something you have not yet 
come to accept.

8. What If I Have Already Made Serious Mistakes?

Christianity  teaches  that  every  person  has  sinned  and  needs  God's 
forgiveness.

The gospel is intended for people who recognize that need.

According to the Eew Testament, forgiveness is oFered through Jesus 
Christ to those who turn to Him in repentance and faith.

Your past does not automatically place you beyond God's mercy.

However, receiving forgiveness does not remove your responsibility for 
harm you have caused.

Where appropriate, you may need to apologize, make restitution, or accept 
the consequences of your actions.

Christian repentance involves a genuine change of direction.

If  you  are  struggling  with  serious  personal  problems,  professional 
assistance may also be necessary.

9. How Can I Learn More About Christianity?

A good starting point is to read the Gospel of Mark or John, as suggested 
in Appendix A.

You can also attend a church service, Noin an introductory Bible study, or 
speak with a Christian who is willing to discuss your questions.
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Some churches oFer courses designed for people who are unfamiliar with 
Christianity.

4ne example is Alpha, which provides opportunities to explore questions 
about life, faith, and Jesus through talks and discussion.

You can learn more at alpha.org

As you explore, distinguish between what the Bible says, how diFerent 
Christian traditions interpret it, and the personal opinions of individual 
believers.

Take your time to understand the foundations of the faith.

10. What If I Am Interested in Jesus but Not Ready to 
Become a Christian?

You can continue learning.

5ead about Jesus in the Gospels. Consider His teachings and His claims 
about Himself.

Ask questions about His death and resurrection.

Think about what it would mean if the Christian message were true.

You do not have to make a decision simply because you have 6nished 
reading this book.

But neither do you have to wait until you understand every detail of 
Christian theology before considering whether to trust Him.

The central question is whether you believe Jesus Christ is who the Eew 
Testament says He is.

That is a question worth taking seriously.
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One Final Encouragement

You may have opened this book because you were wondering whether life 
has a deeper meaning.

Perhaps you have spent many years working, raising a family, meeting 
responsibilities, and watching time pass.

Christianity invites you to consider that your life has signi6cance beyond 
what you achieve or possess.

It teaches that you were created to know God and that reconciliation with 
Him is possible through Jesus Christ.

Wherever you are in your spiritual Nourney, I encourage you to continue 
exploring Jesus.

5ead His words. Consider His life. Cxamine the claims about His death 
and resurrection.

And ask yourself what His invitation to follow Him might mean for you.

There may be more to your life than you think.
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